
Schools of the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem

LPS
Back To School

August  - 2015English  Issue 20

“ Ut Cognoscant Te”



2August  - 2015English  # 20

His Beatitude Patriarch Fuad Twal sent a circular to all LPS on 
the occasion of the new school-year 2015/2016

LPS Workshops and Activities

Our Summer  Schools 

Back to School

Aparthied Wall hits Beit Jala

Contents

Fr. Faysal Hijazen: Opening of the School Year for  Christian 
Schools in Israel at Risk

Office of Christian Schools in Israel: Open Strike in Christian 
Schools in Israel



3August  - 2015English  # 20

His Beatitude Patriarch Fuad Twal sent a circular to all 
LPS on the occasion of the new school-year 2015/2016

On August 25,2015,His Beatitude Patriarch 
Fuad Twal sent a circular to all LPS on the oc-
casion of the new school-year.

In his circular, HB expressed the Church’s ap-
preciation for all the efforts exerted by the 
teachers in in finessing each student’s per-
sonality, equipping him/
her to assume and fulfill 
responsibilities towards 
his homeland , his soci-
ety, and his environment . 
He added that the student 
is the core of the educa-
tional process and it is 
our responsibility to cre-
ate a sound educational 
environment for all our 
students, to the teachers 
HB said , “You deal with 
people who are created in the image of God 
and after His likeliness, they have their dignity, 
rights and obligations and that is why  teaching 
is a sacred mission. Treat them in accordance 
with the provisions of the Holy Scriptures, be 
kind but be firm.”
In his address to the students, HB said, “ First 
and foremost, be characterized by high values 
and principles whose source is the true religion, 
be obedient to God, love your  parents, your 
teachers, your  relatives and the members of 
the society. Be a good example to each other 
and please God through worship, prayers,  fast-
ing and acts of mercy.

HB Added, “Our schools aim at the coexistence 
of students from various religious backgrounds 
as we all have one common language, one 
common history and many religious values that 
gather us together despite our plurality. We seek 
freedom and dignity. Christians are an integral 
part of the Palestinian society.”  HB also called 
for a solidarity stand with the Christian schools 
in Galilee, Haifa, Nazareth which suf-
fer from very hard financial situations 
due to the discriminatory practices 

of  the Israeli government by preventing the fi-
nancial aid and the enormous cuts in the bud-
gets of these schools, in sharp contrast to the 
budgets of the Israeli schools, in a desperate 
attempt to destroy these inveterate educational 
edifices.” Some of these schools might not be 
able to open their doors for their students this 
year due to the huge financial burden that will 

be imposed on the par-
ents to defray the schools’ 
operating costs.

HB also talked about spe-
cializing this year for think-
ing about environmental 
issues and said. “ The 
beautiful universe which 
God created is threatened 
by global warming caused 
by the emission of CO2   
in huge quantities, de-

forestation caused by cutting down trees and 
desertification caused by destructive land use. 
It is also threatened by polluting the environ-
ment, the water resources that we drink and 
the air that we breathe. If man does not respect 
the land, the sea, the rivers, the forests and the 
air, he will leave an unlivable world of desola-
tion for the future generations.”

His Holiness Pope Francis drew the atten-
tion to the possibility of reaching the point of 
no return and said, “ God forgives all the time, 
people forgive sometimes but nature never for-
gives.” He  called for recognizing the rich con-
tribution of  the role that religions might offer to 
a comprehensive environment policy.

HB urged the students to become friends of 
the environment by planting trees and flow-
ers, digging wells  to gather the rain water, and 
ended his circular with the Pope’s prayer for 
man and land.



4August  - 2015English  # 20

Fr. Faysal Hijazen: Opening of the School 
Year for  Christian Schools in Israel at Risk

The General Secretariat of the Christian Schools in Israel announces with deep concern that the 
opening of the school year in all  Christian schools in the country is at risk. This is due to the large 
cuts made by the Ministry of Education in the budgets of these schools and the regulations that 

limit their potential to collect tuition fees. This has put the Christian schools in 
Israel in a serious dilemma to either change to another category of schools 
which would allow them to collect larger amounts from the parents for tuition, 
or to accept becoming “Public schools” and thus lose their Christian identity 
and mission.

The General Secretariat for Christian schools sent a letter 6 weeks ago to 
the Minister of Education, Mr. Naftali Bennett, but has not received any re-
sponse. The Secretariat also addressed the president of State, Mr. Reuven 
Revelen, asking for his intervention to resolve the crisis, especially since it 
might ensue in causing  a diplomatic crisis between Israel and the Vatican. 
The Christian world is following up this crisis with deep concern. The Vati-
can, in addition to the heads of churches, convents, and international orga-

nizations in Germany, England, Scotland, France and the United States have all expressed their 
deep concern about the future of these schools. President Rivlen has responded to our call and 
appointed a meeting with the Minister of Education and the representatives of the Christian schools 
to be held with him at his residence the last week of this month, in an attempt to resolve the crisis. In 
the absence of a solution, the Christian schools will not open their doors on the first of September, 
and the scenario will be one of crisis within the Christian world.
It is worth noting that there is a diplomatic agreement (Fundamental Agreement) between the Vati-
can and the State of Israel since 1993 in which the State of Israel has vowed not to change the sta-
tus quo of all church institutions until there is a final agreement between the two countries. Although 
the negotiations on the final status are still ongoing between the two states, the State of Israel has 
breached this clause of the agreement by taking unilateral steps against the Christian schools.

This crisis has deepened as a result of the extensive cuts taken by the Ministry of Education in the 
last six years which are now at approximately 45%. These cuts added to the financial burden of 
the parents because the schools were forced to raise tuition in order to balance their budgets. The 
schools’ administrations and owners strongly oppose this unfair policy that increases the burden on 
the parents, and demand the Ministry to stop it.

According to the Research Institute of the Knesset, a student at a Christian school receives sup-
port equivalent to only 34% of what any other student in a public school receives (even before the 
recent cuts two years ago). Therefore, the Ministry›s claim that their support ranges from 65% to 
75 % is totally incorrect and misleading. We would like to mention that our schools are denied and 
prohibited from joining the new reform program “Ofek Hadash” – (New Horizon) despite persistent 
demands. It is bewildering that the Minister of Education announced his plans last week to reduce 
the number of pupils in every class to a maximum of 32-34 pupils and again our schools were ex-
cluded from this project. These steps are of major concern to us because of their dangerous effects 
on the level of our schools. We are bewildered by the Ministry of Education’s exclusion of our pupils 
from receiving educational rights which are guaranteed by the law, when they are supposed to be 
operating as custodians of these laws. We reject making our pupils the victims of 
this policy
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The recent coalition agreements signed with the Jewish religious parties and their schools fall 
under the same legal definition as our schools “recognized unofficial”, and ensure them of addi-
tional budgets of hundreds of millions of shekels. This has occurred despite the fact that the State 
covers all of their expenses, such as construction, maintenance etc., which deepens the gap and 
increases the blatant discrimination against our schools. We are not against any step to ensure the 
development of the educational process at any point and at any site, but we demand to be included 
as it includes others.

Our request to the Minister is clear and explicit: We want equality in budgets to ensure and reduce 
the burden on the parents, just like the public or Jewish religious schools. 

The General Secretariat of Christian schools has held talks with representatives of the Ministry of 
Education for eight months, but unfortunately has reached a dead end. This is due to the fact that 
the Ministry’s main goal is to convert these schools to public schools, essentially confiscating these 
schools from their owners.
About 33,000 pupils study in Christian schools in Israel and they come from all segments of society 
and  religions. The majority of these schools existed before the establishment of the State of Israel 
and some of them for hundreds of years. These schools were built on  church properties and by 
donations from churches and Christian organizations from outside the country.

The closure of Christian schools means that 56% of the pupils in Nazareth and 70% of the Arab pu-
pils in Haifa, and many other villages from Jish in the north to Jaffa-Tel Aviv and Ramla in the south, 
will remain without educational structures if the ministry will not respond to our fair requests. This 
affects children across the country from those just beginning school to the those in the 12th grade.

We are sorry that things have reached this level. We address the parents with deep sorrow and 
grief declaring that our schools, in their current situation, and if the continuous injustice of recent 
years continues, won’t be able to open their doors on the first of September. However, we hold the 
Ministry of Education and the government fully responsible. They have done nothing to put an end 
to this injustice and we call on them to find a just solution for these pupils and find them educational 
frameworks.
Therefore, we appeal to you dear par- ents, to address the local authorities in 
your villages and towns and secure an alternative educational option for your 
children in case our schools will not be able to open their doors.

Naftali Benit the Minister of Educa-
tion taking his Children to School on the 
1st of September and 33000 student in 
Christian Schools are still at Home in an 
Open Strike , Mr. Minister Your Children 
are not More important than our Children 

, Take Action
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Office of Christian Schools in Israel: 
Open Strike in Christian 

Schools in Israel

Christian Schools have been offering their educational services to the children of the Holy Land, 
from all faiths and denominations, for hundreds of years. The churches and monasteries that own 
these schools have developed the school buildings and facilities and strengthened the educational 
and moral message based on the love of God and man. We have been categorized for decades as 
“Recognized and Unofficial” schools and have been partially funded by the Ministry of Education. 
However, the policies of the Ministry of Education in the last few years have been drying up these 
educational institutions. The Ministry started a systematic campaign against our schools by unilat-
erally cutting its support from about 45%, compared to what was before, to 29% of the total cost of 
a primary school. The Ministry of Education also closed the door for advancement by not allowing 
our primary school teachers to participate in training courses designed for teachers. They even 
prevented Ministry instructors from working with our teachers and thus our teachers are prevented 
from developing in their academic fields. Recently they have even tightened the noose around our 
necks with regulations limiting the percentage of tuition we can charge – this is a death strike that 
will prevent our schools from being able to work!

In order to stop this attack on our schools, the negotiation team that was appointed by the adminis-
trative forum of the Office of Christian Schools held intensive and long meetings with government 
ministries and even the Knesset. They also met with high-ranking foreign officials to explain the 
crisis to the local and foreign press.

This work has been going on for over a year and a half and included direct negotiations with a 
committee from the Ministry of Education who suggested that we become “Official schools”. This 
suggestion was rejected. This government committee also suggested that we become “Special 
Schools” so that we would be able to collect higher tuition, but this will put a heavy load on the par-
ents. We rejected that too and asked for an increase in the percentage of funding for our schools, 
equalizing us with other schools that are under the same category.

When we learned that these proposals would lead to an increase in school tuition, at the expense 
of the parents, and would hurt our educational message, we stopped the negotiations and held a 
warning demonstration on the 27th of May 2015 in front of the Ministry of Education building in Je-
rusalem in the presence of 5 bishops, tens of nuns and clergymen and 9 members of the Knesset, 
in addition to hundreds of parents and staff. The Ministry of Education not only held its position, it 
accelerated its steps in the northern region by releasing warning letters to several of our schools 
threatening to not allow the renewal of these schools’ licenses.
Due to the failure of the negotiations, Israeli president Mr. Reuven Rivlen initiated a meeting and 
invited the negotiation committee and the Minister of Education to his home on 
the 24th of August
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The announcements after this meeting were positive and as a result, the representatives of the 
ministry and the Christian schools met in order to try to reach an agreement over the budgets. But 
these meetings failed because the proposed increase did not comply with the minimum demands 
of the schools and we found that their purpose was just to win time and stop all our protests.

We have seen that the proposed sum does not close the huge gap that years of cuts have created 
and does not stop the policies of discrimination that that we have endured for years. Therefore we 
have decided on a series of protest steps starting with an open strike on the 1st of September and 
we assure you that we have not done this lightly but only after a long study and careful thinking. 
We will not back off until we receive our full rights. We will also hold several protests that will ac-
company the strike.

We trust that our parents will understand the steps we are taking and will stand, with God’s assis-
tance, beside their schools and institutions. We commit to compensate the students for any educa-
tional loss when this crisis is over and we look forward to the return of our students to school in the 
near future, by God’s grace.

“If God is with us then who can be against us.”
The Office of Christian Schools in Israel
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LPS Workshops and Activities

251 LPS students  in Ramallah, Zababdeh, Taybeh, Bir Zeit, Nablus, Beit Jala, Beit Sahour and 
Gaza  sat for the Tawjihi Exam held in July 2015.We are very proud of their achievements which 
run as follows: 
School Success Rate:

 Al Ahliyyah College-Ramallah 100%
 Taybeh    100%
 Nablus    100%
 Gaza     100%
 Zababdeh    95%
 Bir Zeit    91%
 Beit Sahour    89%
 Beit Jala    88%
 
Out of the 251students who sat for the exam, 237 passed the exam and achieved results as fol-
lows:

 The overall percentage of success was 94 %
  87 students achieved averages between 90% - 99%
  81 students achieved averages between 80% -89 %
  The 14 students who did not pass the exam will have the chance sit for another 

on August 16 exam in the subjects they failed. 
We hope that they all pass this exam.



9August  - 2015English  # 20

LPS 
Workshops and Activities

Jerusalem-Beit Jala-The General Administration
 A rehabilitation course for educational leaders

The general administration of LPS in Palestine and Galilee held a two-week workshop during 
July and August (40 training hours) at the general administration headquarters in Beit Jala. The 
title of the workshop was “Leadership Talents”. The objective of this workshop was to to update 
principals and vice-principals as well as candidates for administrative posts in LPS.

The workshop was opened  with a welcome speech by Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the director gen-
eral of LPS. In his speech, Fr. Faysal focused on the role of the Christian principal in deepening 
the outstanding Christian, educational and administrative  identity in our schools, while focusing 
on  the development of the student’s personality in all its scientific, humanitarian, social and reli-
gious dimensions. The course was supervised by Ms. Linda Saffouri.

The workshop concentrted on the following topics: self-containment, identifying the ego, kinds of 
thinking, conflicts within the educational organization, leadership, the social basis for  leadership, 
and the importance of feedback and its impact on transaction. The participants interacted with 
the workshop and presented worksheets that were discussed with high professionalism. 
At the end of the workshop, Fr. Hijazen thanked the participants and the supervisor and awarded 
the participants with participation diplomas.
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LPS 
Workshops and Activities

The General Administration of LPS staged the third and final sessions of the workshop on the  
program “Talents Unlimited” which was started last  June. The teachers were lectured and trained 
on using the talents of constructive thinking and forecasting in the first workshop. In these final 
sessions, training includes the use of the three remaining talents: Planning, decision making and 
communication. The aim of these workshops is to provide the teachers with new techniques and 
methods of  teaching and how to avoid using teaching  methods that are more likely to obfuscate 
students rather than enlighten them, and  to enhance the students  ability in using the various 
talents in understanding the curriculum on the one hand, and to upgrade the teachers potentials  
and the students acquisition on the other hand.

The workshops were supervised by Nablus LPS teachers Wafa’ Abu Zunt  and Nadia Tuffaha who 
were trained on using this program in the USA. The application of this program will be carried out 
in LPS in Nablus, Zababdeh, Ramallah,Taybeh, Jifna, Bir Zeit, Aboud,  Ein Arik, Beit Jala and Beit 
Sahour as of the beginning the  school-year 2015-2016. After acquiring the necessary permission 
and the authorization of the American owners of this program, LPS will have the exclusive right to 
use this program and so become the first schools to apply it in the Middle East.

“Talents Unlimited”
Workshop



11August  - 2015English  # 20

Our Schools in Summer

In accordance with the twinning relationship between Ramallah LPS -Al Ahliyya College and the 
French school (Marq College), a student delegation left for a visit to France. The delegation included 
students from grade 5 to grade 8. The objectives of this visit are educational, cultural and recreational. 
The visit program included various activities. One activity was a slide show of picture of Al Ahliyyah 
College and the city of Ramalla.On the occassin of the feast of the birthday of St.John the baptist,the 
students attended the holy mass with the French students and congregation and sang some hymns 
in Arabic and French. The mass was followed by Palestinian folk songs and the traditional Palestinian 
dance Dabkeh. The students will also visit the city of Paris and the Eifel Tower.

The students were chaperoned by the French teacher Linda Yasin and the social worker Anton Kamel 
who is in charge of following up the twinning program.
This visit comes within the framework of the educational and academic exchange with the French 
schools. The main objective of this visit is to reflect the Palestinian situation in general and the life in 
Palestine under the current political situation through lectures, songs and dances.
We wish the Palestinian student dele- gation success in delivering the message

Ramallah- Al AHliyyah College: a student delegation on a 
visit to France
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LPS Al Ahliyyah College in Ramallah staged its 2015 ten-day French summer camp sponsored 
by Reseau Barnabe. Five French volunteers supervised the summer activities of the camp which 
is held every year in the Holy Land. This year, Al Ahliyyah LPS was chosen for this activity and 
got the chance to live this recreational activity. The various activities in the camp included several 
educational and recreational activities, all in French.The target group were students from the age 
of 8 to the age of 18.
Throughout the period of the camp the students had to speak French which aims at improving 
the students French language. This was very deeply appreciated by the parents as French is the 
second foreign language taught at LPS. 
The summer camp was concluded with a big festival of dancing, French songs and plays. Fr. 
Ibrahim Shomali, the parish priest and the school principal, and the participants’ parents attended 
the festival.

Ramallah-LPS Ahliyyah College  concludes the French Summer 
Camp



13August  - 2015English  # 20

The French group of fourteen volunteers arrived in Beit Jala for starting the third ten- day French 
summer camp in the Holy Land . The group was received by Fr. Dr Faysal Hijazen, LPS director   
general, and Mr. Suhail Diabes, the school principal, and Mrs Abeer Massou, the French teacher.
The camp is sponsored by the French association Apprentis D’auteutil and it will be held at the 
Beit Jala school.The main aim of this camp is to encourage the students to study and speak the 
French Language on the one hand, and to enhance the youth and academic relations between 
our students and the French students. The target group is the students from grade one to grade 
eight.

Beit Jala: A French summer camp
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Beit Jala LPS concluded its third ten-day French summer camp for 2015,with a special festival 
held on the school grounds. Mr. Suhail Daibes, the school principal delivered a short speech 
in which he thanked the French group for the efforts they exerted during the camp, and for the 
friendly feelings and respect they showed to our student. He also thanked Mrs Abeer Massou, 
the French teacher at the school for coordinating the camp. Mr Daibes said in his speech that the 
there is a big chance that the next camp will be held in France.
Mr Pascal,the French coordinator, also delivered a short speech in which he thanked the parents 
for entrusting their children to them and that they had to talk to the children only in French be-
cause the neither speak Arabic or English.
The target group for this camp were students of the primary and secondary stages, and the main 
objective of this camp was to enhance learning and speaking French because it is the second 
foreign language taught at LPS.

Beit Jala LPS concludes its third French summer camp



15August  - 2015English  # 20

Within the framework of the twinning relation between the municipality of Beit Jala and the Town 
of  Regio Emilia-Italy, Students from Beit Jala LPS will participate in the running mini Olympics 
staged   by the “Right to Movement” association. The track events will be held from August, 25 
until August 31. The participating students are: Sandra Ghattas, Marcella Sarras, Lourde Arja and 
Hashem Masa’eed. 
We wish our students the best of luck in representing their country, Palestine, their town Beit Jala 
and their school.

Beit Jala: Our LPS student participate in ‘mini Olym-
pics’ in Italy
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Back To School

It is late August, September is almost here. The 
summer holidays are over, everybody is getting 
ready to begin a new academic year. The stu-
dents are overjoyed at being promoted to high-
er classes, especially the kindergarteners who 
are about to start regular schooling. The par-
ents are very busy getting ready for the heavy 
financial burden incurred upon them by school 
registration and tuition fees, books, school 
bags, school uniforms  for their children . On the 
streets, there is a lot of the usual and noticeable 
hustle and bustle during  this season caused 
by peddlers trying to sell their goods to parents 
from the neighboring villages, and townsfolk as 
well, who come to buy pens, copybooks and all 
the other items necessary for their children at 
school. School principals are busy getting the 
daily classes schedule ready for the teachers 
and the students. The teachers are also busy 
getting ready for the new academic year. They 
start drawing up their annual plans and daily 
notes in preparation for their classes.
On the first day of school in our LP schools, the 
parish priests, principals and staff welcomed the 
students with alacrity. In Bir  Zeit, the 
director of education and the mayor of 
the town visited the school during the 
morning assembly,

Beit Jala

Bir Zeit
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congratulated the students on their success in the previous school-year and wished them a suc-
cessful and uneventful new academic year. Then the parish priests prayed with the students, 
and the principals again welcomed the students and urged them to work hard and exert efforts in 
acquiring the best education possible.

Fr Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the director general of LPS and the secretary general of the Christian 
schools launched the motto  “Be Laudatory”  for the new school-year

At this time, our thoughts and prayers go to those who have not. To the students in Gaza whose 
schools and homes have been razed to the ground during the Israeli barbaric attack on Gaza. 
They were left with no roof over their heads, no schools to attend, no money to pay for registration 
and tuition fees, no money to buy school needs just like the rest of the school children around the 
world. Our thoughts and prayers also go to LPS and the other Christian schools in Israel, which, 
due to the discriminatory Policy of the Israeli Government and Israeli Ministry of Education, and 
which, in stark contrast to Jewish government  and religious schools, were subjected to enor-
mous cuts in the budget. This might mean the inability to open their doors for the new school year.

We hope and pray that this new academic year will be a peaceful, uneventful  and  prosperous 
one. We wish our students the best of luck and success in their studies. 

Ms Rawad Abed, Principal of Bir Zeit LPS with Ramallah director of education, the mayor of Bir 
Zeit and members of the school staff talk to the twelfth-graders on the first day of school

Nablus

Bir Zeit
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On Monday Aug.17, 2015, Israeli bulldozers  and excavators, guarded by heavily armed Israeli 
soldiers, arrived at Bir Ouna site, in the West Bank town of Beit Jala near the Jewish settlement 
of Gilo and adjacent to the biblical Palestinian town of Bethlehem, and began to bulldoze the 
land and uproot 1000-year old olive trees in preparation for erecting the controversial segrega-
tion wall, under the pretext of protecting the settlers in the nearby Israeli settlement of Gilo from 
kids hurling stones at the settlers passing cars on the bridge thirty meters high. This settlement 
was originally built on confiscated sizeable swaths of Palestinian arable land that belong to the 
inhabitants of  Beit Jala.  Hundreds of 1000-year old olive trees were uprooted for constructing 
this settlement to house  Jewish hooligans, thugs and yobs  who, like the settlers in all the other 
Israeli settlements built on stolen or confiscated Palestinian arable land, are making the lives of 
the Palestinians in the neighboring towns and villages miserable and intolerable due to the set-
tlers repeated acts of wanton vandalism. And again, hundreds of olive trees are being uprooted 
and hundreds of dunams of  arable land are also being confiscated to erect the controversial 

Apartheid 
Wall … 

Beit Jala
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The inhabitants of Beit Jala and the owners of the confiscated land, led by Mayor Nicola Kha-
mis, the priests of the catholic and the orthodox churches and the pastor of the Lutheran church, 
marched to the site in a desperate  attempt to prevent the neo-Nazis from bulldozing their land 
and uprooting the olive trees, that are the main, if not the only, source of living for many Palestin-
ian families. They were armed with only determination, hope and prayers.But it seems that these 
weapons were not as effective as the M16s of the Israeli soldiers. Two young men were detained 
and a third, with a stent, was hospitalized as a result of a heavy blow on the chest with the stock 
of an M16 by one of the barbarian Israeli soldiers .
On Tuesday, August 12,the  inhabitants of  Beit Jala and the confiscated land owners led by may-
or Nicola Khamis and the priests of the orthodox, catholic and Lutheran church, again marched 
to the site with the purpose of holding masses and prayers there, as this is our  only means of 
preventing such a barbaric act,

But the barbarian Israeli soldiers not only tried to prevent them from praying there, but also as-
saulted the Latin parish priest Fr. Aktham Hijazen  while officiating the holy mass.Fr. Aktham com-
mented on the event by saying, “The Israelis are not only uprooting olive trees, they are uprooting 
the source of living of many families and uprooting history as well, because  many of these trees 
are over a thousand years old.”
Despite the interference and the barbarity of the Israeli soldiers, and despite their brutal assault 
on Fr. Aktham while celebrating the holy mass, the mass was held, hymns were sung and payers 
were said.
It is worth mentioning here that hundreds of thousands of dunams (Dunam=10002 meters=0.250 
acres)  of arable land, and in many cases the only source of living for many Palestinian families, were 
confiscated for the construction of new detour roads to the Israeli settlements, also built on confiscat-
ed Palestinian arable land. These detours are at least forty meters wide with a security zone of about 
fifty meters on each side, and they are, for security reasons, under the Israeli authority. These size-
able swaths of land are the main , if not the only source of living to thousands of Palestinian families. 
The only alternative for them was to become cheap laborers in Israel, if given the necessary military 
permit to cross the checkpoints and gain access into “Israel” 
The rationale for building these settlements is quite obvious. When, and if, a final solution is reached, 
the lands turned over to the Palestinian National Authority would be scattered areas of land with Is-
raeli settlements constructed on them. This leads to the conclusion that any Palestinian claim for the 
establishment of any future Palestinian State on these areas, which geographically lack  the funda-
mentals of a state, would be baseless.
Confiscating Palestinian arable land has almost become an everyday feature of life in Palestine. The 
latest, but not the only, was the land of Bir Ouna in Beit Jala. The list hereinafter 
shows statistics about the damage ensued by this confiscation:



25August  - 2015English  # 20

1.The segregation wall will be built on the land of seven families.(all Christians)
2.Sixty families (9o% Christians,10% Muslims) lost their land completely as a security zone for 
the segregation wall.
3.The land bulldozed for the wall: 25 dunoms of olive groves.
4.The area of land totally confiscated:3000 dunums of olive groves.
5.The number of trees uprooted  until Aug.20,2015: 120 trees
6.The overall number of olive trees in the confiscated land:7000 olive trees most of which are 
about a thousand years old.
As is quite obvious, this a disaster to a small town like Beit Jala and to the families, many of whom 
lost their main, if not only source of living. Such barbaric acts quash any lingering hope of ever 
reaching a just and peaceful settlement with the occupation forces.
 We appeal to all the free nations of the world and to all the international organizations that 
are concerned with world peace to prevent building this segregation wall and confiscating Pales-
tinian arable land.

Father Aktham Hijazen, in holy mass vestments, being assaulted by a barbarian Israeli soldier
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With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equip-
ment, school supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.

You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her tuition!

If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem, the bank details are below.

For our friends in Europe:
General Director : Rev Faysal Hijazen - faysalhijazen@lpj.org

www.latin-schools.org
************************************************************

Pax-Bank:
Payment Instructions:

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the fol-
lowing instructions

• Beneficiary:  Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
                                Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
                                91141- Jerusalem 
                                Israel
• IBAN (International Bank Account No.)  DE 16370601930058029017
• Account with (bank name & address) Pax-Bank eG, Von-Werth-str. 
      25-27, 50670 Cologne, Germany 

Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:

WGZ-Bank, Ludwig-Erhard-Allee 20, 40227 Duesseldorf with SWIFT-code GENODEDO
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
91141- Jerusalem
Israe
************************************************************

•For our friends in the United States:
For U.S Dollar currency transfers utilize the following bank address: 
-Intermediary Bank, 
-Credit Suisse , Zurich. 
-Swift Code: CRESCHZZ80A 
- Favor of:Arab Bank No.49 
-Bethlehem Branch No. 853

Director: Fr. Faysal Hijazen

Edited by: George Abu Dayyeh

Designed  by: Waseim Kasabry 


