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The homily of His Beatitude 
Fouad Twal, during Mass on 

Christmas Eve 2015
His Excellency Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, President of the State of Palestine;
His Excellency Prime Minister Mr. Rami al-Hamdallah;
Their Excellencies the Ministers, Ambassadors, Consuls, Diplomatic and Church representa-
tives;
Dear Pilgrims, Guests and Friends,

This year, we once again come to Bethlehem to renew with joy and hope the memory of the birth of the 
Incarnate Word of God – the One whom the whole world cannot hold.  Yet in spite of His power and great-
ness, his dwelling place was a small grotto and was borne by a Virgin.  He came to show us the merciful 
face of God, urging us on several occasions through the Gospel, to: “Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful” (Lk 6:36).   In the recent past, there have been many heartbreaking incidents around the world.  
We are sad to say that we have lost our humanity and spiritual values, religion has become a reason to 
kill in the name of God, instead of being a motivation for empathy and fraternity.  In these days and time, 
we suffer from the absence of compassion in our hearts – as if the coming of Jesus Christ and the mes-
sage of Christmas were in vain.

Pope Francis has dedicated the year 2016 as a time for us to meditate on divine mercy in all its dimen-
sions

The Year of Mercy began with a symbolic action – the opening of Holy Doors called the “Doors of Mercy” 
in Cathedrals and Shrines throughout the world.  Anyone who passes through the Door of Mercy with a 
humble and contrite heart, with benefits from the sacrament of reconciliation, is actually knocking on the 
door of the Divine Mercy, to draw from this source, the forgiveness of sins and all of the consequences.  
This is exactly what we did this evening at the beginning of this celebration, when we proclaimed the 
Door of the Church of Saint Catherine as one of the Doors of Mercy, trusting that many pilgrims and faith-
ful will pass through it during this Jubilee Year.
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In the Gospel, we read two parables that show the relationship between God’s mercy and our 
own.  Reference is made to the parables of the “Prodigal Son”, drawing attention to the father who 
was anxiously waiting for the son to come to his senses and return to his father’s home (cf. Lk 15: 
11-32);  and of the “Good Samaritan” (cf. Lk 10: 25-37).  The Samaritan did not hold back mercy 
towards his wounded brother, but extended further to offer treatment and provisions for healing.  
Without God’s mercy in our lives, it is difficult to be merciful to others.  The Master encourages us 
to: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Lk 6:36).

Mercy must include every person near 
and far, persons whom we like and dis-
like.  It is easy to show mercy to those 
with whom we are related by blood, 
kinship, religion and race.  However, it 
is difficult to extend the relationship to 
include the poor and marginalized, pris-
oners and the victims of violence and 
terrorism in Palestine and in our neigh-
boring countries. Our hearts go to the 
millions of refugees living in camps and 
shanties, suffering from the biting cold; 
people fleeing from areas of conflict, 
many are drifting on vast waters aboard 

fragile boats, and the sea becoming a collective graveyard.

In our prayers, we think of the owners of demolished homes in Jerusalem and confiscated lands 
in Palestine, those affected by collective punishments and of the children and youth deprived of 
a bright future. We also think of the victims of all forms of terrorism everywhere. No matter who 
they are and where they come from, these people are all our brothers and sisters in humanity.  Let 
their cries of anguish be ours, and we tear down the barriers of indifference.

We acknowledge the countries that have opened their doors and welcomed refugees: Jordan, 
Lebanon, Turkey and many European countries.  We encourage hesitant countries to overcome 
fear of refugees, to host them until the situation improves and normalizes for them to return home.  
Mercy, compassion and benevolence still exist throughout the world.  Fortunately, not all people 
have lost their humanity.

Brothers and sisters, mercy is not limited to individual action and relation – from person to 
another; but embraces public life in all its sectors: political, economic, cultural and social; at all 
levels: international, regional and local; and in all directions: between states, peoples, cultures 
and religions.
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When mercy becomes a basic component of a joint action, it is able to transfer the world from the sphere of 
selfish interests to that of human values. This form of collaboration builds a better world. Mercy is a politi-
cal act par excellence, provided the policy is set in its noblest sense, of caring for the human family starting 
with ethical values, of which mercy is a principal component opposed to violence, oppression, injustice, 
authoritarianism and the spirit of domination.   In a world that is increasingly moving towards brutality, is 
the vocation of the faithful to bear witness to the Divine Mercy, in unity with people of good will.  Seeds of 
mercy are entrenched in all religions that bind us with Judaism and Islam.  Mercy is recognized as one 
of the most prominent attributes of God.  Before being Omnipotent, Almighty, Creator and Supreme, God 
remains the All Merciful.

We have a duty and responsibility to acti-
vate these seeds, to nurture and let them 
grow within our personal and public lives.  
Consequently, we can work towards 
a new world, characterized by equity, 
peace, charity and mutual respect, so 
that mercy becomes a common culture 
within public and family lives.

The call for Mercy is directed to all: de-
cent and respectable people, people of 
good standing, as well as evil-doers and 
oppressors, that they be remorseful and 
return to the way of goodness.  It is a well-
defined call to all who govern the fates of 
peoples.  It is a call for death policy pro-
ponents and supporters to begin thinking sensibly, to listen to their conscience and uphold the dignity of 
every human being, over and above their own personal interests.  It is a call to producers, financiers and 
traders of lethal weapons who make fortunes at the cost of blood of others and the loss of lives. O Men, 
fear God; see what a disordered condition these blind policies have led us to.

The call for Mercy should reach people entangled in corruption.  This wickedness within our society is an 
immeasurable transgression that calls out to Heaven, for it jeopardizes the very core of our society.  Cor-
ruption through malice and greed, oppresses the weak and crushes the poor and vulnerable amongst us.  
No one can claim immunity from this experience.  To eradicate this from our individual and social life, we 
must be vigilant.  Today, we need to pray for all who are trapped in corruption, for the reawakening of their 
conscience, and to be open to heed and embrace the call to radical conversion
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Brothers and sisters, mercy is not a sign of weakness, but an expression of God’s power.  There is no con-
tradiction between God’s mercy and justice, because He is both just and merciful.   Anyone who refuses to 
seek His mercy, will ultimately fall under the firm grip of His justice.  That is what gives hope to people and 
individuals, victims of injustice.  Jesus Christ said:“For the measure with which you measure will in return 
be measured out to you.”(Lk 6:38) and: “Blessed are the Merciful for they will be shown mercy.”(Mt. 5:7)
In this evening, as we celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace, we have come to pray for all the inten-
tions previously mentioned.  Together we pray to change the face of the world, that our world be a safe 
dwelling place and refuge, where justice prevails over rivalry and conflict, mercy over vengeance, charity 
over hatred.

To all of you dear brothers and sisters present here or watching the live coverage of this Mass, to you Mr. 
President, to all of you faithful of this  blessed town of Bethlehem, to all the inhabitants of the Holy Land: 
Christians, Moslems, Jews, and Samaritans, we sincerely wish you a new year filled with happiness, 
blessings and good health.  “Remember your compassion and your mercy, O LORD, which you have 
shown from ages past.”(Ps. 25:6)  Amen

† Fouad Twal
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem
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Assessment for 
2015, 

what perspectives for 
2016, expectations 

of Holy Land 
Christians

Holy Land – In year 2016, we met Christians of the Holy Land who accepted to give their reflections of the 
past year and their expectations for the New Year. At a time when the past months were marked by vio-
lence, both locally and internationally, Bishop Lahham, Patriarchal Vicar for Jordan, and Samer, a young 
Christian from Bethlehem, shed some light which, without denying reality, remains focused on hope and 
better days.

 Bishop Maroun Lahham, Patriarchal Vicar for Jordan
“The year 2015 was filled with of violence and blood. The most striking fact was the arrival of Iraqi Chris-
tians with low morale. On the spiritual level, it was the Year of Consecrated Life, which involved several 
activities together with religious congregations active in Jordan.
For the coming year, I expect (hopefully) an end to the Syrian and Iraqi conflict.  For Jordan, may it remain 
safe from violence which affects other Arab countries. For Christians of Jordan, may they remain steadfast 
and stay in the country despite the menaces and may they continue to show Christian spirit towards Syr-
ian and Iraqi refugees. For the world, may world leaders end up by allowing the common welfare common 
welfare of humanity prevail over their own interests.”
 
Saher, a 25 year old Christian man from from Bethlehem
2015 was a year full of fear, hope, but most importantly new rich opportunities and meeting great people. 
Through my teaching Arabic to internationals, I have made long lasting friendships. Those people empa-
thize with me as a Palestinian and a Christian living in the Holy Land.
Moreover, I took part in a learning process at a center that helped me reconnect with an ancient art that 
was born in my country, which is writing Iconography. The center helped me grow spiritually and enrich my 
knowledge in Theology and the Bible. For me, the center represents a powerful Christian presence in a 
time and place where Christians in the Middle East are persecuted and forced out of their homes, schools 
and churches. It’s a symbol of an effective resistance and a statement to all people that Christians in Pal-
estine are there to stay and thrive.

The most remarkable event that was on my mind this year was the crisis of refugees. It’s the Iraqi and Syr-
ian refugees that escape their hometowns and risk their lives to try and start over in neighboring countries 
or in other parts of the world. When Pope Francis asked churches and people to open their doors and 
welcome the refugees, I realized that we can put into action our empathy and love that God taught us. I 
realized that love isn’t just a word but an action.
For next year, I hope that Christians in the Holy land will grow more in faith. As equally important, they 
should remember that without them, the Holy Land will lose its identity as the birthplace of Christianity.
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Holy Land Coordination visits Palestine, Bethlehem and Jordan

The Holy Land – The annual pilgrimage of the Holy Land Coordination will take place on January 
7 – 14, 2016. 
Gaza, Cremisan and Jordan are the places that the Holy Land Coordination will visit this year.  This annual 
pilgrimage is an initiative encouraged by the Holy See. The delegation is comprised of representatives 
from the Bishops Conferences of Europe, North America and South Africa.

The Coordination’s annual meeting takes place in Bethlehem and Jordan from 9-14th January 2016 with 
a pre-Coordination visit to Gaza from 7-8th January.   The delegation is comprised of representatives from 
various Bishops’ Conferences: the United States of America and Canada, England and Wales, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Spain, the Nordic Countries, South Africa and Switzerland, including CCEE and 
COMECE from Europe and this year Scotland was welcomed. Catholic aid organisations and the Eques-
trian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem are usually represented.  Journalists are present from the 
Vatican Radio, SIR, BBC and other media organisations, including press officers of the various Bishops’ 
Conferences.

This year’s meeting will focus on the situation of vulnerable Christians especially those who have been 
forced to flee their homeland and seek shelter elsewhere.   The Coordination’s visits will express the 
Church’s solicitude toward Christian communities in the Holy Land.
First stop is a visit to Gaza and meetings with the Christian community and parishioners of the Holy Family 
Parish.  This will be followed by visits to Bethlehem, Beit Jala and the Cremisan Valley.  The legal dispute 
in Cremisan continues between the Israeli authorities and the Christian families whose lands are confis-
cated and olive trees uprooted in preparation for the  construction of the Separation Wall.  Some families 
will have the opportunity to speak with members of the delegation about their experience and suffering.
In Jordan, the Coordination will meet with Syrian and Iraqi refugees, Catholic organizations, among them 
Caritas Jordan. These organizations continue to support the refugees despite the difficult economic cir-
cumstances.

A final statement is expected at the end of this pastoral visit of solidarity.
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Final statement by the Holy 
Land 

Coordination
Statement – After a week in the Holy Land, the Coordination of Bishops’ Conferences in support of the 
Church in the Holy Land released its final statement about their annual visit to Gaza, Bethlehem and 
Jordan. The statement emphasizes that Christian communities in the Holy Land are not forgotten. The 
Coordination also commends the immense efforts that Jordan and its local Church and NGOs are doing 
to ease the suffering of the Syrian and Iraqi refugees.

You Are Not Forgotten 
Statement of the Coordination of Bishops’ Conferences 

in support of the Church in the Holy Land, 14 January 2016 
“We must regain the conviction that we need one another, that we have a shared responsibility for others 
and the world, and that being good and decent are worth it.” (Laudato Si 229). 

As the Bishops of the Holy Land Coordination, we echo Pope Francis’ plea in his recent Encyclical Letter, 
Laudato Si (Praise Be to You), to remember our interdependence in an integrated world. Here in this land 
holy to Jews, Christians and Muslims, we have been reminded during our visit of the Church’s enduring 
presence among the weak and vulnerable and those who are too often forgotten. We take away our expe-
riences and the stories that we have heard, and we are determined to give a voice to the voiceless. 
The ongoing violence makes it all the more urgent that we remember and assist all, especially those on 
the margins, who seek to live in justice and peace. 
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To the Christian community and young people of Gaza, you are not forgotten. The 2014 war led to the de-
struction of thousands of homes and the physical and social infrastructure of Gaza, as well as the deaths 
of both Israelis and Palestinians. One and a half years later, while there are signs of hope and the resil-
ience of the population is remarkable, many remain homeless and traumatised by the war. The blockade 
continues to make their lives desperate and they effectively live in a prison. At Holy Family Parish we were 
told: «In this Year of Mercy, one of the acts of mercy is to visit prisoners and I thank you for visiting the larg-
est prison in the world.» The ability of so many Christians and Muslims to support each other in this situa-
tion is a visible sign of hope and, at a time when many seek to divide communities, an example to us all.

To the Christian community of Beit Jala, where the Israeli confiscation of land and the expansion of the 
separation wall in the Cremisan Valley, in violation of international law, further undermine their presence 
in the Holy Land, you are not forgotten. Throughout 2016 we shall raise your plight nationally and interna-
tionally. 

To those Israelis and Palestinians who seek peace, you are not forgotten. The right of Israel to live in se-
curity is clear, but the continuing occupation eats away at the soul of both occupier and occupied. Political 
leaders across the world must put greater energy into a diplomatic solution to end nearly 50 years of oc-
cupation and resolve the ongoing conflict so the two peoples and three faiths can live together in justice 
and peace. 

To the Christian refugees we met in Jordan, you are not forgotten. We heard about the trauma and difficul-
ties in trying to rebuild their lives. For most, returning home is no longer an option. Jordan is struggling to 
cope with almost a quarter of its population now made up of refugees. The efforts of the local Church and 
NGOs in reaching out to all refugees - both 
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Christian and Muslim - are significant and commendable in terms of addressing the refugees› loss of 
human dignity, but the international community must do more to alleviate their plight and work for peace 
across the region. 

To the priests, religious communities and lay people of the Church in Jordan, you are not forgotten. The 
Church in Jordan is vital and growing, but Christians are fearful of the growing extremism in the region. 
It is to be hoped that the coming into force on 1 January of the Comprehensive Agreement between the 
Holy See and the State of Palestine, offers us a model of dialogue and cooperation between States that 
respects and preserves freedom of religion and freedom of conscience for all people. 

With a promise of active solidarity, we make our own the prayer of Pope Francis in Laudato Si: “O God of 
the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.” 

 Archbishop Stephen Brislin,   South Africa 
 Bishop Peter Bürcher,   Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden 
 Bishop Oscar Cantú,    United States of America 
 Archbishop Rodolfo    Cetoloni, Italy 
 Bishop Christopher Chessun,  Church of England 
 Bishop Michel Dubost,   France 
 Bishop Lionel Gendron,   Canada 
 Bishop Felix Gmur,    Switzerland 
 Bishop William Kenney,   England and Wales, COMECE 
 Bishop Declan Lang,    England and Wales 
 Bishop John McAreavey,   Ireland 
 Bishop William Nolan,   Scotland 
 Bishop Thomas Maria Renz,   Germany 
 Archbishop Joan Enric Vives,  Spain 

Editors’ notes: 
Since 1998, the Coordination of Episcopal Conferences in Support of the Church of the Holy Land has 
met at the invitation of the Assembly of Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy Land. Mandated by the Holy See, 
the Holy Land Co-ordination meets every January in the Holy Land, focusing on prayer, pilgrimage and 
persuasion with the aim of acting in solidarity with the Christian community as it experiences intense politi-
cal and social-economic pressure
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Peace Watchers 
 A Franco-Palestinian Christmas in Beit Jala

Beit Jala – On Tuesday December 22th, 2015, a group of French youths arrived on a one week pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. The youngest will spend three days with Palestinian families in Beit Jala.

They are about fifty, aged between 6 and 18, coming from the Diocese of Vannes 
in France on a weeklong pilgrimage and discovery of the Holy Land together 
with the Movement “Peace Watchers”.  The youngest – aged between 6 and 
13  – coming in the framework of the twinship of their school (Saint Anne in Loc-
miquélic, Morbihan), twinned with the primary school of the Patriarchate in Beit 
Jala, will spend three days with Palestinian families on  Christmas. They have 
been communicating in French since September and will meet to better know 
one another and to play together.

The project, presented to Mgr. William Shomali, Patriarchal Vicar for Jerusalem 
and the Palestinian territories, Mgr. Raymond Centène, Bishop of Vannes, Fr 
Stéphane Milovitch, ofm and Superior of St Saviour’s Convent in Jerusalem, 

earned high appraise.
This exchange was made possible thanks to approval by Fr Faysal Hijazen, Director of LPJ schools, and 
Peace Watchers to start first an exchange by mails before hosting French people in families.  School chil-
dren of Beit Jala will be hosted in France during the following school year.

These exchanges aim to “create solid friendships between Brettons and Palestinians” according to Fr 
Frédéric Fagot, who accompanies the group, headed by the school director of Locmiquélic and  children’s 
parents – and “to enable young French people to discover the origins of our religion and civilization. In or-
der to know where we go and who we are, we should know where we come from. That’s what we propose 
to these young people”.

Fr Frédéric Fagot, Head of the movement  “Peace Watchers” founded in 2012, Knight of the Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre,  Diocesan Delegate for Catholic Teaching,  organizes several trips for students , subse-
quent to a writing relationship with students from LPJ schools.  Last June, Zababdeh school went on a 
2-week trip to Bretagne, France.

Eva Maurer Morio
Thomas Charrière
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History of LPS schools in Palestine
Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine Background

The Latin Patriarchate schools were established ever since the first school was established in Beit Jala 
in 1854. Since that time, the administrators persisted to improve and enlarge these schools all over Pales-
tine. Nowadays they are found in twelve locations. These schools started to gain vitality and momentum 
one after the other,the school of Jifna was established in 1856 and then the school of Bir Zeit in 1864 and 
so on. 

These schools are totally supervised by the Latin Patriarchate represented by the general administration 
of schools located in Beit Jala and headed by one of the priests (it is headed now by father Dr. Faysal Hi-
jazen) and a staff of employees and supervisors. This staff makes systematic field visits to all the schools 
that are spread all over the country.

History
Most of the Latin Patriarchate schools in Jordan and Palestine were established in the nineteenth century 
in the absence of state-established public schools. They were an extension of the Church’s spiritual effort. 
The schools were opened in societies that greatly suffered from poverty, ignorance, and poor health condi-
tions during the Ottoman rule. They were traditional schools that taught catechism, Arabic, and arithmetic.
The Latin Patriarchate (LPJ) was originally re-established in l847. Since the establishment of its first rural 
parish (Beit Jala, Palestine) in 1853, the Patriarchate activated its apostolic program based in the parish 
schools. As soon as a parish was founded, a school for boys and girls would be established. This is how 
the first missionaries were able to establish Catholic Communities in the rural areas, which, for centuries 
have not heard of the Catholic Church. In Jordan, the Latin Patriarchate also played a pioneering role in 
establishing the first schools there

For over 146 years, the Patriarchate continues the development of the pastoral needs of the schools - first 
means of apostolate in the Holy Land- through an activity that promotes the faith as well as the human, 
intellectual and social development of the person.
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LPS now
The Latin Patriarchate has a network of 42 schools, with 1110 staff members and 18,883 students in 
Jordan, Palestine and Israel. The LPJ schools’ system is one of the pioneer educational systems in the 
region. Over 146 years in the service of our society, and mostly in the service of the needy, and in villages.
The Department of Education at the Latin Patriarchate (DELPJ) is trying its best to provide not only a high 
standard of education but also to initiate other programs. These programs would provide psychological 
assistance, ecological awareness, peace education and democracy education. 

The students are taught how to apply their knowledge in real life rather than simply regurgitate facts and 
figures, and nowadays, with the rapid dissemination of knowledge through the internet, they are taught not 
just to regurgitate information they find on the net, but instead to process it and use it to help them express 
their own ideas, thus preparing them for a better future. On the other hand, the students of these Christian 
schools are held to a higher code of conduct than might be expected in the public schools environment.

Importance : Reasons why to keep, maintain and develop the schools:

Now, like in the past, LPS constitute the majority of the catholic and Christian schools (of all denomina-
tions) in Palestine .Without these schools, thousands of Christian children living in a predominantly non-
Christian community will be obliged to attend public schools where the atmosphere and the mentality are 
alien to the Christian faith, where Sunday , the Lord’s Day, on is a school day.

The parish schools are the best environment to enhance priestly and religious vocations, and are, by ex-
cellence, ecumenical places. Since their inception they have accepted students from all communities and 
denominations, and offered them a solid foundation in religious, moral and intellectual education.

The parish schools work towards the human and social development of the poor population. So, improving 
the schools in villages helps reduce Christian emigration to the cities and to other countries.

Programs:
 LPS follow the official curriculum set by 
the Ministry of Education, in addition to 
the moral, civic and religious education 
through extra-curricular activities.
The DELPJ has started to put more em-
phasis on the importance of protecting 
the environment and the means of ef-
fective conservation measures. The De-
partment of Education tends to develop 
further its programs to meet the interna-
tional standard and concepts in protec-
tion, conservation of resources and water 
related issues.
An environmental program had been in-
troduced to schools in both Palestine and Jordan. Environmental clubs were formed in schools. The 
schools club’s activities include:

Beit Jala 1845

Jina 1856
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Paper recycling project.
Studies in flora and fauna.
Investigations in environmental problems.
Presentations of videos and talks on environmental topics.
Camping and workshops for both students & teachers.
Practical activities such as tree planting and clean-up campaigns.

DELPJ is introducing another program this year entitled, «Hearts and Hands Around the World» which 
will be an extremely beneficial program that will have lasting and widespread impact. Students will gain 
a strong sense of their place in the global community, including awareness of the needs of others, their 
responsibility as global citizens to address these needs, and their ability to have a positive impact on oth-
ers in the world.

The “Hearts and Hands Around the World” program is based on spirituality and Christian values where 
faith will be reflected through a sense of service and volunteerism. God is love, and loving others is an in-
tegral component of Christianity that is exemplified through this program. As Jesus said in Matthew 22:39, 
“Love your neighbor as much as you love yourself”. In Matthew 25 Jesus went on to say that when we 
feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, help a stranger, clothe the naked, and visit the sick and those in 
prison, then we are doing it to Him.
The Children’s English Reading Clubs have been successfully introduced to three schools in Palestine. 
They provide books and materials, as well as tape recordings of books and materials, to schools and com-
munity centers. These tools provide efficient English language teaching to students eager for contact with 
the English-speaking world. The students will thus be better prepared to enter the global economy, where 
English is the dominant language.
In Jordan, DELPJ is undertaking a program to develop the administrations of the schools, arranged by the 
Jordanian Ministry of Education in cooperation with British expertise. The objective of this program is to 
achieve improved performance inside the classroom; encouraging team work spirit; drafting procedures to 
solve problems facing teachers; and preparing development plans for schools.

Taybeh 1860

Bir Zeit 1864
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In an effort to promote cultural, ethnic and social understanding, the DELPJ sponsors a student correspon-
dence exchange program. Working in partnership with schools abroad, children will have the opportunity 
to embark on a great learning experience

The correspondence program can be effected between schools, classes or individuals. Initially, students 
will exchange pictures, personal history and information about particular interests such as hobbies and 
sports. Through ongoing correspondence, our children will come to know each other by gaining a richer 
knowledge of their respective cultures, and may begin long-term friendships. In a world that is growing 
ever smaller, students can greatly benefit from learning about each other’s life experiences and sharing 
their hopes , dreams and aspirations for the future.

Students
In 1998/1999, the number of students who attended the Latin Patriarchate parish schools reached 18,883. 
The majority of these students are poor Christians of various rites and denominations.
Salaries and Running Costs:
All of the salaries of lay people and teachers, general running costs and maintenance expenditure are 
covered by the Latin Patriarchate. In Israel, the government subsidizes the private religious schools; taxes 
paid by the parents are reimbursed to the public or private schools where the children are enrolled. Due 
to the fact that most of the students of parish schools come from a poor background, the tuition and fees 
are very low compared to other private schools in the region. Therefore, the Latin Patriarchate is unable to 
cover the expenses of running the schools without the help of its benefactors whose donations help defray 
the huge financial burden of the Patriarchate.

Challenges
The early Church fathers endeavored to admit students at a nominal fee, or even gratis in most cases in 
order to bring up educated Christian generations. 
Thus, the popular notion was created--and which the Church helped in nurturing because there was no 
way of out of it--that the patriarchal schools are charitable, almost free, missionary schools that serve as 
an alternative to the public schools which were Islamic in nature. Indeed, and in most cases, the Christian 
student continues to this day to find himself a stranger in these public schools. Most of the Greek Orthodox 
and Protestant schools were also established in the nineteenth century under the same circumstances 
and were considered in the same vein.

Beit Sahour 1865

Gaza 1874
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Salaries and benefits: Teachers in our schools, compared to their peers at other private schools, 
are under paid due to lack of capacity to cover the expenses, . Therefore, good teachers tend to leave 
parish schools seeking higher salary positions at other schools.

Maintenance: There is no defined budget for maintenance. Some of the schools are in a bad shape. 
Urgent maintenance work should be done in many of our schools.
The school system today, is in need of considerable upgrading, not only in infrastructure but also in the 
areas of teacher training and of promoting parent involvement in the teaching process. 

Due to the stagnation of educational development over the last thirty years, most teachers and schools 
are still using traditional teaching methods rather than modern methodologies in which people no longer 
think about education according to the traditional idea of giving and receiving information. Instead, modern 
educational theories see teaching as a process in which students are challenged and motivated to think, 
research and reflect, and in which the teachers themselves are constantly challenged to learn.

Special Education Program: 
Children with learning and emotional disabilities exist in every society. A study conducted by the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency in Palestine showed that up to 10% of children suffer from learning diffi-
culties and need some type of remedial education. To date, out of the 43 Patriarchate schools in Palestine, 
Jordan and Israel, only 4 have a special needs programs. 

These programs have been running for 3 to 4 years and have had considerable success with 80% of the 
students passing on to the next grades. 

The Patriarchate would like to be able to expand this essential program into all of its schools. This will 
involve training staff and hiring new special education teachers and also the translation and adaptation of 
teaching materials into Arabic as there is currently a lack of acceptable materials available.

Ramallah 
Al-ahloyya College 1875

Zabadeh 1883
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Counseling: 
The government sees counseling as such an essential service that it now requires all schools to have 
counselors. Consequently, we are in an immediate need of approximately thirty more counselors and a 
corresponding budget for this important service. 

Unfortunately, this is a big financial challenge; the Latin Patriarchate has hired four (4) school counselors 
in Palestine, and three (3) counselors in Jordan. 

We can’t afford introducing thirty-six (36) new staff members with new salaries and benefits. We have to 
decide on this important issue as soon as we possible; otherwise our license wouldn’t be renewed.
Languages: 
English is taught as a second language in all of our schools. In addition, some of our schools teach French. 
Languages need technical assistance and support. 

We need to increase the hours for the language lessons and this means more staff, otherwise we’ll face 

problems with the standards in education.
Computer Sciences: Computer science is becoming vital in education. Governmental schools introduced 
Computer labs and teaching, and all private schools did the same. 

As Latin Patriarchate schools, we›re not allowed to stay behind and lose our students to governmental 
schools or others. It’s a must that we establish Computer Labs and introduce computer sciences in educa-
tion in all of our schools as soon as possible.

Ein Arik 1885

Nablus 1904
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Problems and challenges:
Salaries and cost of living, pension
Losing our best teachers to other Catholic and Christian schools
Deferred maintenance in the schools and its impact on the school environment
Lack of educational supplies
Lack of educational facilities (Labs, libraries, Art rooms, Sport, Playgrounds, Maps…)
Competition within Schools and place of the Latin Schools…
Requirements of the Ministry of education (Counseling, Music, Computer Sciences…)
Need for more space
Unhealthy conditions in some of our schools.
Extra Curriculum activities…there is no budget.

Urgent Budget Needs:
Annual maintenance, Supplies,  Additional required staff, Educational facilities, Teachers training
Increase the Salaries, pension programs

Aboud 1910

Jinen 1970

Shepherds Musical Band for Hymns 2001
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Our 
Schools

in
January

2016

Aboud
held the first meeting for the second 
semester with the students’ parents.

On Saturday Jan 16th  2016, the administration and 
staff of LPS in Aboud held the first meeting for the 
second semester with the students’ parents. Vari-
ous  educational issues were discussed and recom-
mendations were put forward. The study plan for the 
second semester was also discussed

THE FRENCH CLUB

Within the framework of the extra - curricular              
activities, LPS in Aboud held the first meeting for 
the French club for the willing student from grades 7 
– 9. This club aims at  strengthening their language  
abilities and developing the four skills(listening, 
reading, writing and speaking) in French. The meet-
ings will be held every Thursday until the end of the 
second semester.
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Ramallah

A FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT FOR LPS 
IN RAMALLAH GOVERNORATE

On January 14, 2016,  a football tournament for 
grades seven to nine in LPS in Ramallah gover-
norate was set up by the sports committees in LPS 
schools in Taybeh, Aboud, Bir Zeit and Al Ahliyyah 
College. 
The Taybeh LPS team won the first place in this 
tournament

PALMUN CONFERENCE 
31 students from Al Ahliyyah College participated in 
the (PALMUN) conference which was convened for 
three consecutive days. 504 students from 12 dif-
ferent schools  in Palestine, and student from Bir 
Zeit University and the University of Jerusalem also 
participated in this conference. The purpose of the 
conference was to discuss the following issues:
• The Israeli –Palestinian conflict 
• The women rights in Libya and in Syria 
• Using drones in wars 
• The crisis of the refugees in Europe 
• The circumcision of girls 
• Smuggling precious metals from Africa to Europe 
and the United States
•  The collapse of the Syrian economy 
• The water crisis  in the world 
• Internet terrorism 
 This activity is a simulation of the proper United Na-
tions conference in which every student introduces 
himself as a representative of a certain country. 
Discussion begins between the representatives of 
the different countries. Every representative puts 
forward the stand of his government on the issue 
being discussed. This way the student learns about 
diplomacy, increases his self-confidence and devel-
ops his skills in research, writing, talking and discus-
sion both in English and Arabic fluently.
Five of our students represented the Arab League, 
and 26, from grades 9,10 and 11 represented the  
English committees, 
According to the testimony of the host school, our 
students proved to be the best students in conduct 
and in respecting the others opinions and accepting 
them respectfully. As a result we were privileged by 
gaining honorable titles such as the best represen-
tative, the most polite and the youngest.
This activity comes under the supervision of the 
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Beit Jala
A special calendar

Within the framework of the twinning relationship  
between LPS kindergarten in Beit Jala and St. Boni-
face  kindergarten in Germany which was started 
in 2014, and in a joint cooperation between the two 
kindergartens, a special calendar of 2016 which, 
contains photographs of the activities of the children 
of the two kindergartens, was produced. The calen-
dar was printed in Germany in German and Arabic. 
It’s worth mentioning this is the first time that a such 
a  calendar is made to enhance the twinning rela-
tionship between the two kindergartens

Preparations for the third French 
Camp for 2016 In Beit Jala

Mr. Daibes: this year is different because it has 
many larger and more comprehensive programs 

Mr Daibs, the school principal, received in his of-
fice Mr. Pascal, the representative of the French As-
sociation Apprentis D’auteuil, to discuss the details 
of the third French annual summer camp. The prin-
cipal reviewed the result of last year’s camp, and 
plans for this year were discussed and many details 
were approved.
The school principal asserted that this year will be 
unique in terms of the target group and the mecha-
nism of action, It will also be the base for a wider 
and more comprehensive plan.
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The school principal participates in the tour arranged by the French foundation  
“A Rose for Palestine”

  
Preparations are being made for the tour organized by the French 
association A Rose for Palestine which supports the education-
al process in the Latin Patriarchate Schools, and some other 
Catholic schools Palestine. It is represented in Palestine by Mr. 
Suhail Daibes, the principle of the Latin Patriarchate school in 
Beit Jala, who is an honorary member in its board of directors. 
The tour will include the French cities of Lyon, Bordeaux, Tou-
lose, Aspet, and the French capital Paris. It is considered very 
vital on the level of meeting with the benefactors to open new 
horizons for a wider cooperation for the service of our children.
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With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equipment, 
school supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.

You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her 
tuition!

If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem, the bank details are below.

For our friends in Europe:
General Director : Rev Faysal Hijazen - faysalhijazen@lpj.org

www.latin-schools.org
************************************************************

Pax-Bank:
Payment Instructions:

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the follow-
ing instructions

• Beneficiary:   Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
              Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
              91141- Jerusalem 
        Israel
• IBAN (International Bank Account No.)  DE 16370601930058029017
• Account with (bank name & address) Pax-Bank eG, Von-Werth-str. 
      25-27, 50670 Cologne, Germany 

Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:

WGZ-Bank, Ludwig-Erhard-Allee 20, 40227 Duesseldorf with SWIFT-code GENODEDO
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
91141- Jerusalem
Israe
************************************************************

•For our friends in the United States:
For U.S Dollar currency transfers utilize the following bank address: 
- Intermediary Bank, 
- Credit Suisse, Zurich. 
- Swift Code: CRESCHZZ80A 
- Favor of:Arab Bank No.49 
- Bethlehem Branch No. 853
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