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Patriarch Fouad Twal presided over Mass in 

the Patriarchate’s Co-Cathedral marking the 

start of Lent 2016

Patriarch Fouad Twal, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, 

presided over the Ash Wednesday Mass in the Co-Ca-

thedral in Jerusalem, concelebrated by Bishop William 

Shomali, Patriarchal Vicar for Jerusalem and Bishop Ka-

mal Bathish, Patriarchal Vicar Emeritus in the presence 

of the Latin Patriarchate and other Catholic organiza-

tions’ employees.

In his homily, the Patriarch focused on the three pillars of Lent, fasting, prayer and almsgiving.  He empha-

sized that true fasting is not simply abstaining from certain foods or other material things but also to reject 

hatred, anger and all the sins that keep people away from God.  “During Lent we should work together to 

create an environment of mercy, where the spirit of God is with us.  Lent is a perfect time to prepare for the 

resurrection of Christ”.

He also invited the faithful to pray everyday for those who are suffering, especially during the celebrations of 

the World Day of the Sick, this year being held here in the Holy Land.  The Patriarch concluded his homily 

with a quote from  Saint Paul’s second Letter of to the Corinthians:  “So we are ambassadors for Christ, as 

if God were appealing through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” (5:20)

On the same day, a Mass celebration was also held in the Church of All Nations in Gethsemane, presided 

by Bishop Giacinto Boulos Marcuzzo, Patriarchal Vicar in Israel, concelebrated by Father Pierbattista Piz-

zaballa, OFM, Custos of the Holy Land and Bishop Yohanna Petros Moshe,  Syriac Catholic Bishop of 

Mosul and several priests. The blessing and distribution of ashes took place at the beginning of the Mass, 

before the Holy Door.
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LPS 

celebrate Ash Wednesday

Beit Jala & Beit Sahour

Catholic Calander

On Wednesday, February 10th, LPS schools in Bethlehem governorate celebrated Ash Wednesday and the 

beginning of the great Lent. The rest of LPS schools in the northern region of Palestine, Galilee and Jordan 

will celebrate Ash Wednesday     and the beginning of the great Lent on March 14.The reason for this that 

the church authorities decided to celebrate Christmas and Easter in northern Palestine, Galilee and Jordan 

according the Gregorian calendar, and in Jerusalem and Bethlehem according to the Julian calendar.

 The students attended the Holy Mass and received ashes on their foreheads. In their sermons, the priest 

said that fasting does not mean only abstaining from eating meat, but also abstaining from sin. What is the 

use of fasting if you abstain from eating meat and at the same time you eat your brother’s lesh. They added 
that whatever money we save during fasting by depriving ourselves from the things we love most, is not 

ours. It must go to the poor and the needy.

Beit S
ahour

Beit J
ala
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at
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lic
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Beit S
ahour

Ash Wednesday is one of the most popular and important holy days in the liturgical calendar .It marks the 

beginning of the Season of Lent which is a season of penance, relection, fasting  and prayer which pre-

pares us for Christ’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday, through which we we are redeemed. It is observed by 

fasting, abstinence from meat and repentance. It takes place 46 days before Easter Sunday, and is chiely 
observed by abstinence from meat. Some people also abstain from eating the things they like most.

During the Holy Mass the priest applies the ashes to a person’s forehead, he speaks the words: «Remem-

ber that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.»

The Ashes

The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration of the previ-

ous year. The ashes are christened with Holy Water and are scented by exposure to incense. The 

ashes symbolize penance and contrition.

Blessed Lent to all

Beit J
ala

Beit J
ala
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A Workshop on the Education of Forgiveness and Reconciliation

On the occasion of the year of mercy, the general administration held a workshop for LPS principals in 

Palestine and Galilee in Jericho, under the title of Education of Forgiveness and Reconciliation.” the work-

shop included a lecture by Professor Robert Right from the  University of Wisconsin, Madison in the United 

States. Prof. Right is the founder of the International Center for Forgiveness which cares about spreading 

Christian awareness in forgiveness and reconciliation in the educational process on the word level. He 

talked about forgiveness as a moral virtue and touched upon the Palestinians-Israeli conlict which we live 
in Palestine, and also about the tragic events in the neighboring Arab countries. He connected forgiveness 

with justice as two virtues which we are invited to live. The professor asserted that it’s easy to bring up a 

person on forgiveness to enable him to claim his rights.  He also said that forgiveness differs from reconcili-

ation as forgiveness is a virtue while reconciliation is a way of negotiations to reach solutions.

He called for establishing a curriculum which includes a course in education through forgiveness in schools, 

and asserted that this is a means of bringing up a generation that is capable of reconciliation. He added that 

forgiveness puriies hearts from a dangerous disease hatred because a person  may suffer from two kinds 
of injustice is in his life, the irst is material injustice which affects property, land and life etc. The second, 
even more dificult, is the hatred that destroys the heart and the person,  and which he referred to as the 
virus of hatred, something more contagious than the material injustice because it contagious  on from one 

generation to the next, and a hardens  the hearts and injustice increases.

He added that the second level of injustice, the most dificult and destructive of the heart, is the ‘disease’ of 
bearing grudges, which must be overcome through forgiveness and allows one to be strong in the face of 

suffering and injustice. If one is ready to conquer this ‘disease’, future generations will have the opportunity 
of peace and will be better equipped to overcome the virus of hatred.
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A discussion followed on how to bring up our children of forgiveness under the current circumstances of the 

continuing Israeli occupation and its atrocities against the Palestinian people. The professor also delivered 

a lecture to the students of the Clerical Institute about forgiveness from a Christian point of view, that of 

Jesus’ forgiveness on the cross, adding that we should be united with Christ so that we can live forgiveness.
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The General Secretariat of 

the Christian Educational 

Association 

holds its annual meeting 

Under the patronage of Dr.Sabri Seidam, Minister of Education , the General Secretariat of the Christian 

Education Association held its irst annual meeting.
 Present at the meeting were: 

Bishop Yousef  Zre’i, representative of the bishops council for education, Bishop William Shomali, Auxiliary 

Bishop.

Mr. Mohammad Hawwash,director of education in the Jericho district,  Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen, secretary-

general of the Secretariat, Archimandrite Jeronimos , representative of  the Orthodox schools committee 

in Palestine, Father Issa Musleh.Dr. Charlie Haddad, director of education of the Lutheran schools,All the 

principals of private school, members of the General Secretariat.

The meeting was started with a prayer by Bishop Zre’i who welcomed his Excellency the minister and con-

gratulated him on the pioneer role which he plays in developing the educational process, and his concern 

about the teachers and administratives  by defending their rights and giving them due respect.

His Excellency, Dr. Sabri Seidam, addressed the principals and expressed his appreciation for the role of 

the private schools in all aspects whether educational, social, political or religious. The minister said that 

the development of education in Palestine is doing well, and that we have the least percentage of illiteracy 

in the Arab World, and the highest percentage in joining the universities. He asserted on the role of the 

Ministry of Education in building the person and that the ministry is the safety net and main supporter to 

the creative minds in order to create an integrated and developed society cautious of the danger of the oc-

cupation which is determined to destroy the Palestinian education. Our big battle is to restore respect of our 

Palestinian teachers, and to maintain our schools in Jerusalem.

Bishop William Shomali delivered a lecture about  reconciliation and forgiveness, and touched upon  the 

reality which we live, and the divisions  in all aspects whether within the family, or on the national level, and 

to the International problems. He  elaborated on the topic of  forgiveness  from the point of view of intellect 

and faith, and that revelation is not incompatible with the mind or the logic.
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He asserted that grudges and anger hurt their bearers, and that reconciliation   frees the person and pro-

tects him from many problems, including health problems. He presented examples and verses from the 

Holy Gospel which support forgiveness and urge reconciliation. He concluded by asserting that reconcilia-

tion rather than the desire for vengeance, and not to judge the others, but rather to engage in self-judgment, 

reconciliation and forgiveness for God’s sake, and bring up the coming generation on forgiveness and 

reconciliation.

This was followed by a discussion between the principals and His Excellency His Excellency, Dr Sabri Se-

idam, about the issues of the educational process. The meeting was concluded by a study of the practical 

and regulatory issues of the second semester.
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Enhancing  cooperation between the 

American University of Madaba and LPS

Dr. Karim Numeir, the chancellor of the AUM of Madaba, met with a delegation  of Latin Patriarchate priests 

which included Fr. Imad Twal, the general administrator of the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem, Fr. Dr.Faysal 

Hijazen, the director-general of LPS in Palestine and Galilee, Fr. Ashraf Al Nimri, the director general of LPS 

in Jordan, and father Dr.Majdi  Al Siryani, head of the Ecclesiastical Latin Court of Appeal. 

According to the website of the AUM, the meeting aimed at searching the mechanism of cooperation and 

partnership between the university and LPS in the Holy Land, and the means of cooperation and coordina-

tion between the various Latin  Patriarchate associations which serve the best interest of our students and 

the educational process.

 It’s worth mentioning that for over 160 years, since the restoration of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 

in 1847, the Patriarchate has founded schools and educational institutions in different locations in the Holy 

Land. The latest is the American University of Madaba  The American University of Madaba, an institution of 

higher education, to complete the education process.
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Solar energy system in Latin Patriarchate schools in Palestine
Following in the footsteps of some parishes and schools in Jordan, hree Latin Patriarchate Schools in Pal-

estine - Beit Jala, Beit Sahour, and Ramallah - have opted for solar panels.

This initiative, This initiative, begun by Twelve Apostles parish the Twelve Apostles parish in Zarqa in 2014, 

still underway in the Jordanian parishes of Wasiyeh, Madaba and Karak, where solar panel installations 

are soon to take place. This year, three Latin Patriarchate schools in Beit Jala, Beit Sahour and Ramallah 

(Ahliya College) were the irst to acquire this eco-friendly system in aiming to generate clean electricity by 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions.

Moreover, the system represents a great opportunity to raise awareness among students about green 

energy technologies and the importance of reducing air pollution. By adopting this system, schools can 

save money and reduce costs on electricity bills their electricity bills. The money saved could be redirected 

towards improving the environment of learning and education.

This project would not have been possible without the generous support and donations of our benefactors.

Beit J
ala
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The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

The Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine mourn the 

passing away of the virtuous teacher Marie Therez Arsis

Jerusalem- France-  Fr.  Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the director general of 

the Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine and Galilee, along with 

all the school principals, staff, students and employees, mourn with 

hearts full of faith of the hope of resurrection, 

                                     The virtuous  Volunteer 

                               Teacher Mary Theres Arsis

who departed to the heavenly glories on Tuesday, March 8th, in 

France, after a long serious illness. They all recall with gratitude all 

the efforts she exerted and the deeds that she did for a period of 5 

years as a volunteer in the Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine 

in which she helped the students and worked on upgrading teaching 

the French language .

Lord grant her eternal rest, and may your eternal light 

shine upon her
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Aboud

Our S chools in February

French Club Meetings
French Club Meetings. Several extra-curricular class periods will be held after the school day. These classes 

are to support and enhance the French language in the school in a modern method of learning languages 

for students from grade 6 to grade 9. These meetings will held for the students wishing to strengthen to 

strengthen their language acquisition skills (reading, writing and speaking). Meetings will be held every 

Thursday, after regular school hours, until the end of the second semester. The activity instead within the 

framework of the extra-curricular activities staged by the school.

French sweets
Within the framework of the extra-curricular activities, 

the students, helped by the French teachers, prepared 

a French dish called “Crepes”. The objective of this 

activity is to acquaint the students with some French 

sweets.
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Hygiene Activities with Caritas

Within the framework of cooperation and partnership between the LPS and Caritas, hygiene activities which 

began in the irst semester resumed this semester. A series of series of meetings with students of grades 
one to six concern the topic of personal cleanliness like teeth, hair, eyes and hands.  

The students interacted with the coordinating nurse. The activity is part of a program to keep a clean envi-

ronment for our children and enhancing the concept of personal cleanliness. It also included an eye test for 

the fourth -graders. 

On the other hand, second and fourth-graders shared a communal breakfast of healthy and balanced diet, 

and were taught about the importance of breakfast and going to bed early.
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Hygiene Activities
In cooperation with Caritas, the school set up three hygiene activities. The irst was a meeting with 3rd-
graders about personal hygiene and the correct sitting position in class. TThis activity comes after discov-

ering minor problems resulting from students sitting for prolonged periods and the resulting effects on their 

understanding and comprehension. The second activity related to irst-graders method of hand-washing. 
for the irst-graders. The nurse demonstrated the correct way. At the end of the meeting each student was 
presented with a bar of soap and a towel. The third activity was a lecture for the 4th graders about tabout 

correct seated posture and computer use of the computer because the students spend most of their time 

either sitting during the class the class or in front of the computer at home. Consequently, it was imperative 

to enlighten them on correct seated posture.
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Beit Sahour

A fashion show during the English class 
The English department at Beit Sahour LPS presented a fashion show under the supervision of the 

English teacher Abir Bannoura. Each sixth grade student chose the traditional attire of a certain area in 

Palestine and other countries. They also talked about the traditional attire of that country, and the customs 

and traditions of the country where it is worn.

Bir Ziet

The student council, in cooperation with the school 

administration, staged a special day for healthy food
The student council, in cooperation with the school administration, staged a special day for healthy food. The 

students fetched some food , sweets and fruits from rom their homes, which they sold to fellow students at. 

nominal prices. The revenues from this activity will be used to defray the expenditure of the students’ council 

during the second semester. The kindergarteners also fetched some citrus fruit, and the teacher explained 

to them the importance of eating this kind of fruit and drinking its juice.
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Medicinal Herbs
The science teacher carried out an experi-

ment in the science lab on the effect of heat 

on solid bodies. The irst grade teacher ex-

plained to the students the beneits of the 
medicinal herbs and how to prepare them 

at home. She prepared some drinks from 

these herbs and the students tasted them. 

A visit to a privately owned Mini  zoo
A father of two kindergarteners, Fadi and Hala Salem, owns a private Mini zoo in the garden surround his 

house, containing quite a considerable number of domestic animals and a few wild animals. Upon a kind 

invitation from the two children and their father, the kindergarten teachers accompanied the children in a 

courtesy visit to this zoo where the children saw animals they had never seen before.

Our deepest gratitude to the two children and their father for this kind gesture.
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Kindergarteners celebrate Valentine’s Day
On the occasion of Valentine’s Day, and to foster love among the students, the families and the society, the 

kindergarten teachers staged a special activity for the kindergarteners. They drew and exchanged pictures 

that featured Valentine’s Day. 

Graduation Ceremony for Police-sponsored Course
The police department in Ramallah governorate set up a graduation ceremony for the students who at-

tended completed the three-month irst aid training course at Al Majida Wasila School  in cooperation with 
the police department and Hulum Society. The director of education in the Governate Director of Education, 

the Chief of Police and several Hulum Society representatives attended the graduation ceremony.. The 

participating students from LPS and several other students also attended the party. The course was entitled 

“The role of The role of police in society and their service to the community.
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A field trip to a greenhouse
The second graders accompanied by the Physical Education teacher and Arabic teacher made a ield trip to 
a greenhouse owned by Father Manuel Musallam, the previous parish priest of the town.  Fr. Musallam wel-

comed the students and their teacher and explained to them work in the greenhouse and how to plant in it.
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Nablus

First Aid Courses
In coordination with Miss Rasha ,the voluntary work 

oficial in Nablus LPS, the school staged the third 
four-week First Aid course in cooperation with the 

students’ Parent Council and the Palestinian mili-

tary medical services. This activity occurs within 

a comprehensive three-year training program . 35 
students from grade 8 through 11 took this course. 

On Monday, the course was completed, and the stu-

dents graduated after completing the thirty-two-hour 

course and passing  the inal exam successfully.
An  advanced course will begin within the coming 

days.

First position in Gymnastics 
The third-grader Bana Iskandar and the 6th-grader Leila Alia achieved the irst position in the Gymnastics 
Competition presented by the Nablus Directory of Education for the preparatory stage. Congratulations .
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The second position in  reciting poetry 

Abdullah Dwekat achieved the second position in reciting poetry in the competition sarranged by the Edu-

cation Directorate in the government of Nablus. He was honored by the activity department of the Director-

ate. Congratulations.

Supporting Specialized Service Project
The administration held a meeting with the parents of irst-graders to explain the importance of applying the 
project “Supporting the Specialized Services project for the children with development disturbances.” The 

project aims at developing a mechanism for the early discovery of development disturbances in children 

through a universal test which determines the child’s age from ive development aspects: perception and 
cognition, self-help,physical age, communicative age and the social age, i.e. the age that gives clear 

indications to the points of power and weakness of the child, revealing any problems or developmental 

delay, and aiding early diagnosis and interference. The teacher Sahar Habash and the social worker Sana’ 

Abu Zant attended a two-day course at Al Najah University to qualify them to carry out this test.
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Jifna

Foot care
In cooperation with the centre of foot care, the school staged a voluntary day to examine the feet of all the 

students. Some cases were referred to medical follow up.

A workshop on purification  of wastewater
 Jifna LPS  held a  workshop on puriication of wastewater in cooperation with Qumran Association and Al 
Quds University. Representatives of the Ministry of Education, the Water Authority, the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, the Ministry of Environment, as well as representatives of the village councils of Ein Sinia and Jifna 

attended the workshop. The sevent-graders of Jifna LPS and Ein Sinia school also attended the workshop 

with their teachers.

An explanation and a demonstration on how to purify the wastewater and its irrigation beneits were pre-

sented. was presented.

At the end of the workshop, a wastewater puriication plant was delivered to the  school, and it will be uti-
lized to irrigate large areas of  agricultural land in the region.
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Taybeh

First position in the handball tournament
The school handball team for the secondary stage achieved irst place in the handball tournament 
staged by the Ministry of Education in the Ramallah governorate. 
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Ramallah

Interviewing 

the students in ENGLISH
In order to to encourage the students to 

speak English and to express themselves 

luently, the English department staged an 
activity of interviews in English for tenth-

graders, under the supervision of Diana Ba-

sir, the English teacher, and in coordination 

with Dr. Imad Ahmad Hussein. 

All students were interviewed by simulating 

an application for a job and presented their 

resumes in English.The activity is meant to 

encourage them to speak English, and acti-

vate their role in the local community. 

Their interviews were graded by the gentle-

man who interviewed them in order to give 

importance to the issue.

Uploading an application on the Smart phones and android system
In an initiative, the irst of its kind on the level of LPS in Palestine, an IT teacher in Ramallah LPS, Al Ahli-
yyah College,  programmed and uploaded a 2.5m android application  on the net which can be download-

ed  to the smart phones that operate on the Android Operating System. The application includes the school 

news and activities, and can be downloaded to the Google Play and 1 Mobile Market under the name of  “ 

Al Ahliyyah College.”    Congratulations.
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Zababdeh

Celebrating the Holy Mass on the occasion 

of the beginning of the second semester 

Fr. Abraham Nino, the assistant priest and vice-principal of the school, oficiated the Holy Mass on the 
occasion of the beginning of the second semester for the school year 2015 - 2016 . All the students and 

staff attended the Mass. In his sermon, Fr.Nino empnasized the importance of learning, especially in our 

schools, because it builds it builds a person’s character morally morally and educationally, and qualiies him 
to become a good citizen in the community, and to accept others. At the end of his sermon, he extended his 

congratulation to all on the occasion of Christmas and the New Year.

Rehabilitation of the 

Kindergarten Entrance
The entrance of the kindergarten is iin urgent need of 

repair to protect the children from the rain. 150m2 will 

be covered to facilitate its use during winter. as well 

as the students’ movements and protection from rain.
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Wisam Khader, one of the best 20 students in mathematics nationwide 

The school participated in the National Mathematics Olympics 

which included directorates of education nationwide. Wisam 

Khader came as one of the best 20 students nationwide. The 

competition was held at Khadoury University. The irst twenty 
students will be honored within the next few days. Congratula-

tions to you Wisam, to your family, your teachers, your school, 

and to Palestine. 
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Beit Jala 1854
The First School of LPS

A delegation of the Latin Patriarchate and LPS on a visit to France
Mr. Suhail Daibes , Beit Lala  LPS principal, who is an honorary 

member of the board of directors of the French Association “A 

Rose for Palestine,”  and  Fr. Johny Abu Khalil, parish priest of 

Taybeh congregation , paid  a visit to France as representatives of 

the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem and LPS in Palestine. 

They were hosted by members of the French association “ A rose 

for Palestine”  who arranged their program that included several 

French cities and  meetings with the people there. They talked 

about what’s going on in Palestine, the Israeli military check-

points, the segregation wall, the water crisis, the dearth of jobs , 

the lack of what promises a  good future for the youth, the increased ongoing immigration, especially of the 

Christian families of the Holy Land , the Palestinian state, the Palestinian State, and the Palestinian vision 

of peace in Palestine in particular and the Middle East and the world in general.

Fr. Johny talked about the injustice Palestinians face and the role of the Church, and its efforts to help the 

Christians in the Middle East and in Palestine in particular, and how the Israeli soldiers perpetrate atrocities 

against the Palestinians.

Mr. Daibes talked about education in Palestine and the effect of the occupation, the military checkpoints, 

the segregation wall on the education process in general, and how the school children bear the brunt of the 

atrocities of the Israeli soldiers at the military checkpoints.
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The school principal attends a presentation  by the eleventh-graders
In a kind gesture from the school principal, Mr. Suhail Daibes, he attended an English language presenta-

tion for the eleventh-graders, under the supervision of the English language teacher Mrs. Nadia El Massou. 

The presentation was about the safe use of the electric appliances, and about writing a recipe for some 

kinds of food and sweets. The students also brought some home-made sweets and distributed them on the 

students in the class.

The Principal listened to the student’s presentation and advised them on how to deliver speeches and how 

to express themselves luently in English. He also evaluated the students’ presentations and pointed out 
their mistakes.

The students appreciated the principal’s kind gesture in attending their presentation and commented that 

Mr. Daibes is not only the school principal, but also a friend to each and every student in the school.
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Planting flower plants in the school garden

Under the supervision of Miss Diana Qasasfeh, the Arabic teacher, the seventh- graders bought some lower 
plants and planted them in the school garden. 
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A trip to Jericho
On Friday, February 13th , the eleventh-graders made a trip to the Jericho district under the supervision of 
Mr. Fadi Stephan, the social studies teacher. They took the bus to the exit of Wadi Al Qilt valley, and hiked 
all the way down to the valley and the waterfall. During the walk Mr. Stephan explained to them the nature 

of the rocks of that area, and the sources of the springs that low through the valley, and their importance 
to agriculture and the farmers in Jericho. He also pointed out how the Israelis steal our water and deprive 

the farmers of Jericho from irrigation water for their crops. The students visited St.George’s convent in the 

valley and learned about its historical importance. Then they hiked all the way to the city of Jericho where 

they rested in a park and had lunch there. They they hired bicycles and cycled all the way to the Baptism 

Site. On the way there, Mr. Stephan explained to them the nature of the Palestinian desert and the religious 

importance of the Baptism Site on the Jordan River. He explained that the depletion of water in the river is 

because the Israelis steal the water from the river and its tributaries in order to irrigate their crops. Then the 

students cycled back to the park and took the bus to visit the Dead Sea. They were surprised about how 

much the water has receded in the sea due to the depletion of water in the River Jordan, the only river that 

lows into it.

This trip comes within the framework of the extra-curricular activities to learn about the nature of the Jordan 

valley and the desert region, and to enhance the belonging of the students their homeland. 

In the late afternoon, the students returned home, very tired but very happy.



31

LPS Palestine

February 2016English  Issue 26

A new kitchen for the domestic management classes
Within the framework of the various extra-curricular activities of the school, a new kitchen was built for the 

domestic management extra-curricular classes for the students of grades 6 to 10 .The male students also 

participated in these extra-curricular classes because they are convinced of their importance. It’s worth 

mentioning that the students of these extra-curricular domestic management classes have been taught how 

to cook, and have actually cooked several traditional Palestinian  dishes under the supervision of Alice Abu 

Sa’da, the experienced domestic management teacher. 
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Beit Jala 1854
The First School of LPS

S
in
ce

18
5
4

 The

First

Introduction:
After the restoration of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem in 1847, H.B. Patriarch Giuseppe Valerga de-

cided that a church and a school should be built in every village , town and city where Christians existed in 

Palestine.

Beit Jala, a small village at that 

time, about eight miles, as the crow

lies, to the south of Jerusalem and 
separated from Bethlehem on the 

west side by the Jerusalem-Hebron 

Road. It is a mountainous town with 

very attractive landscape with olive 

trees dotting the hillsides and terrac-

es. It is privileged to have the irst Lat-
in parochial church, and a few years 

later, in 1854, the irst LP school was 
established there..

The school beginning was very hum-

ble. It consisted of a kindergarten and 

a one-classroom school located on 

the ground loor of the rectory.

Three more classes where added 

as the numbers of the students 

increased. But due to the lack of 

space and rooms, every two classes 

shared one classroom.
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The school was primarily open for the children of the Latin congregation of the town. Later on, it began to 

take in children of all the other denominations. The school was founded at the time when the level of pov-

erty reached its nadir, and the people were trying to eke out a living from the ground they walked on. The 

purpose of founding the school was to spread the awareness of the Christian faith and to ight illiteracy. The 
curriculum it followed at that time was very simple and consisted primarily of catechism, English and Arabic 

simple reading and writing, and simple arithmetic. Despite the very humble curriculum, the “graduates” of 

this school were among the very few literate inhabitants of the town.   

A few years later, a primary school for 

the girls was founded next to the nunnery, 

and was run by the sisters of St. Joseph. 

It was known as St. Joseph’s School until 

1960, when the Rosary sisters replaced 

the sisters of St. Joseph, and the school 

came to be known as the Rosary Sisters 

School.

As the demand on the school in-

creased, more classes were added, one 

every year, until the ninth grade.

During the period when H.B. the late Pa-

triarch  Giacomo (Yacoub) Beltritti was 

the priest of the Latin parishioners in Beit 

Jala, he was determined to upgrade the school and build a modern one instead of the old one, so he sought 

the help of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sep-

ulcher in the USA to inance the project. In April 
1965, the construction of the new school in the 

backyard of the nunnery was started. It included, 

in addition to the three- storey school building, a 

new comfortable residence for the nuns which in-

cluded a small chapel. The area of the land on 

which the school was built was extended from 

824 m2   to 1218 m2 because the front yard of 

the nunnery was also included in the construction 

works. On Sunday May 29,1965, H.B Patriarch 

Alberto Gori, accompanied by Fr. Beltritti, the as-

sistant bishop then, inaugurated the new school 

building.  The  boys’ old school was closed down 

and the boys were transferred to the new school 

which became a co-ed school.

In 1985, and with an initiative from the Eques-

trian Order of the Holy Sepulcher in Canada, an-

other two-storey building was annexed to the new 

building to serve as kindergarten on the ground 

loor and four more classrooms on the second 
loor. The new building was inaugurated on May 
19,1986
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In 1993, and due to the increased demand 

on enrollment in the school, a new three- sto-

rey school building was constructed just across 

the road from the Annunciation Church through 

a  kind donation of The Equestrian order of the 

Holy Sepulcher in Canada .The new building in-

cluded the much-needed hall on the irst loor, 
the administration ofices and the school library 
on the second  loor , and four classrooms , a 
science laboratory on the third loor. On May 
31,1994, the new building was inaugurated by 
H.B the Patriarch Michael Sabbah.

Due to the heavy burden imposed on 

the Rosary nuns in running the school and caring for the church requirements and the various sororities, 

in 1994 ,the Latin Patriarchate decided to relieve them from running the school and replaced them with 

lay principals.  Three more classes were added, and the school became a complete secondary school, a 

known as The Latin Patriarchate School, one of a series of forty-ive schools in Palestine, Galilee and Jor-
dan, run by the Patriarchate, and one of the best schools in the region.  

Once again, the school became overcrowded due to the increased demand on enrollment because of 

the excellent reputation of the school and the excellent results its students annually achieve in the Tawjihi 

government exam, thus an urgent need for more space and classrooms emerged. 

In 1999, upon request of LPS general administration, the Latin Patriarchate decided to build a new build-

ing for the kindergarten and the irst two elementary grades. This would ease the pressure on the narrow 
space in the secondary school, and provide the kindergarten children with a larger and a safer environment. 

The Patriarchal Seminary in Beit Jala kindly donated a piece of  land , and with the aid of the Spanish For-

eign Ministry and the Spanish Agency  for International Culture(AECI), St. Francis Xavier building  was built 

to accommodate the kindergarten and grades one and two.
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In 2006 , and in order to give the secondary school students more space , the second loor  was added 
to the St. Javier building  to accommodate three additional elementary classes. The  new school now 

accommodates  a modern kindergarten, grades one and two on the ground loor , and grades 3-5 (two 
sections each),the administration ofices ,a teachers room and a large hall on the second loor. Now, the 
younger students have their own school and their own playground.

The school is a member of the Catholic Schools Association and shares with them in vision and mes-

sage, which is totally associated with the Vatican teachings since it is a parochial school. The school motto 

“ Ut Cognoscant Te.” ,“That they might know Thee.” ( John17:3) relects the mission of the school and 
the educational policy of the Latin Patriarchate. Our 

mission is primarily that of faith and to turn out an 

educated generation in all the moral, social, psycho-

logical, educational and academic aspects. A gen-

eration that knows  God, coexists with the others and 

loves them. The school is open to all students without 

discrimination to denomi- nation , religion, gender or 

social class. The students of this Christian high school 

are held to a higher code of conduct than might be 

expected in public schools environment, that is why 

many Muslim families pre- fer to  send their children, 

mainly the girls, to our school were a better at-

mosphere of love and tol- erance conductive to real 

amelioration in education prevails, and because they 

are convinced that our teachers adopt  modern 

methods of  education that  enlighten the students, and 

avoid the old ones that are more likely to obfuscate 

them rather than enlighten them , and that our mission 

is both spiritual and edu- cational.
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The school has a staff of 68 highly-qualiied 
and well-trained teachers (14 male teachers and 48 

female teachers), including the principal, two vice-

principals, the school secretary, the inancial secre-

tary and the social worker. It has a student body of 

844 students (423 females and 412 males) 124 of 
whom are kindergarteners. 40% of our students are 

Muslims and the rest are either Catholics or Greek 

orthodox.

The curriculum the school follows is that set 

by the Ministry of Education, the same as in the public 

schools, in addition to French as foreign language. 

The school facilities such as the biology and chemis-

try lab, the physics lab, the computer lab and the mu-

sic department are ones of the best in the governor-

ate. The school gives great importance and priority to 

religious education. The assistant priest, a deacon, 

two rosary sisters and two qualiied teachers teach 
the religious education to all the classes. The religious education staff also  prepare the children for the 

Conirmation and the First Communion, in addition to the weekly Masses and other extra-curricular activi-
ties such as the weekly youth meetings.

Our students sit for the annual DELF exam set by the French consulate and achieve excellent 

results. They also participate in all the sports activities, external cultural competitions staged by Ministry of 

education, and the internal ones set the LPS general administration.

Our school has twinning relationships with catholic schools in Milford, Ohio, and a twinning rela-

tionship with kindergartens in Germany, France and Italy.

The school has achieved a quantum leap from a one-classroom school 160 years ago, to one of the 

best high schools in the region. The seed that was sown eightscore years ago has now given a hundred 

fold. The school takes great pride in the fact that almost all our students pass the Tawjihi government exam 

and achieve excellent results, and  that many of them, despite the inancial exigencies and the many other 
pressures, are now college graduates and have become doctors, architects, lawyers, judges, teachers, 

bank employees or occupy other prominent positions in the society. This is our mission
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 LPS - Beit Jala 1854

Pictures
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LPS Palestine

With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equipment, 

school supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.

You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her 

tuition!

If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusa-

lem, the bank details are below.

For our friends in Europe:

General Director : Rev Faysal Hijazen - faysalhijazen@lpj.org

www.latin-schools.org
************************************************************

Pax-Bank:

Payment Instructions:

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the follow-

ing instructions

• Beneiciary:   Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
              Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152

              91141- Jerusalem 

        Israel

• IBAN (International Bank Account No.)  DE 16370601930058029017
• Account with (bank name & address) Pax-Bank eG, Von-Werth-str. 
      25-27, 50670 Cologne, Germany 

Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:

WGZ-Bank, Ludwig-Erhard-Allee 20, 40227 Duesseldorf with SWIFT-code GENODEDO

Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem

Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152

91141- Jerusalem

Israe

************************************************************

•For our friends in the United States:
For U.S Dollar currency transfers utilize the following bank address: 

- Intermediary Bank, 

- Credit Suisse, Zurich. 

- Swift Code: CRESCHZZ80A 

- Favor of:Arab Bank No.49 

- Bethlehem Branch No. 853

Director:  Fr. Faysal Hijazen
Edited by:  George Abu Dayyeh
Designed  by:  Waseim Kasabry
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