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The General Secretariat of the Christian Educational
Association participates in the sit–in to protest against
passing the new social security law

O

n Tuesday April 19th, the national campaign for the Social Security staged a protest march and a sit-in in the city of Ramallah to protest against the passing of the new Social Security Law. The General
Secretariat of the Christian Educational Association in Palestine in
the cities of Ramallah and Bethlehem, headed by the secretary general of the association Fr. Dr. Faisal Hijazen, along with thousands of
private and public school teachers and employees and a large crowd
of protesters including workers in the private and public sectors and
representatives of private and public sectors of society also participated in this march which was staged to protest against the passing
of the new Social Security Law. The protesters expressed their rejection to this law and demanded to amend it so that it guarantees a
decent life for the employees and the teachers in their old age.

The sit-in was held in front of the cabinet headquarters in Ramallah in response to the invitation of
the social security campaign which announced that if the cabinet does not respond to the protesters
demands, an escalation will be launched in the form of more sit-ins and strikes.

A

demonstration in Ramallah against the Social Security law in its present version
A crowd of about ten thousand Palestinians demonstrated in front of the Palestinian government
headquarters in Ramallah against the social security law after the national campaign for Social Security called for a rally sit-in in front of the cabinet headquarters to announce their rejection for passing
it and demand its emendation..
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T

he main points that raised the Palestinian street with all its wide sectors were:
•The ratio of employers and employees participation.
•The employer always paid for maternity leave but the current law stipulates that it is now the responsibility of the employee.
•There is no early retirement unlike the Jordanian law which allows retirement at the age of forty-five.
•The worst case scenario is that there are no Government guarantees of sufficient funding for future
Social Security payouts.
According to the national campaign, Social Security should also include the marginalized sectors of society presently unmentioned by Social Security, such as the poor, the workers outside the official labor
market, the peasants, the daily paid workers and the. There are also nineteen basic articles which need
regulations of implementation, as well as regulations pertaining to such major risks as investments.
The current law does not cover participants should they lose their jobs they lose their jobs. The general secretariat of the Christian Educational Associations in Palestine participated in this demonstration and pointed out that that the current form of the law discriminates between the employees of the
public sector and the private sector.

English
Issue 27

4

April
2016

LPS Palestine

The General Administration:
the third annual French cultural competition for 2016
Beit Jala LPS wins the first position

T

he general administration of the LPS in Palestine staged the third French cultural competition for
the year 2016 for the eighth-graders in LPS schools which teach French language for the middle stage
(Ramallah, St. Joseph- Nablus, Taybeh, Bir Zeit, Zababdeh,Aboud, Beit Jala and Beit Sahour,)Present
at the competition were LPS principals of Beit Jala and Aboud , staff and students of the participating
schools. The adjudication panel consisted of LPS French teachers: SisterClaudine ,Taybeh, Miss Eva
Maureer, Beit Sahour and Mrs Abeer Masou, Beit Jala
The competition was started with a short prayer by Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen who welcomed the participants and asserted on the importance of organizing these competitions because they give an impetus
to teaching the French language in our schools and expressed his gratitude to the late teacher Marie
Therese who started the French competition in our schools.
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The Master of Ceremonies was Diana Aqqad, the French teacher at Nablus LPS. IWe wish to mention
that she was recently honored by Al Najah University-Nablus for her endeavors in the development
of the French language in schools. The competition also included dancing and singing French songs.

The participating schools were divided into two groups:Beit Jala ,Nablus , Taybeh and Bir Zeit formed
the first group, Ramallah, Beit Sahour, Aboud and Zababdeh formed the second group. Beit Jala and
Nablus qualified for the final, and Ramallah and Beit Sahour qualified for the finals. Three eight-graders represented each school.
In the finals Beit Jala LPS came first, Beit Sahour second, Ramallah third and Nablus fourth.
At the end of the competiotion, Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the Beit Jala LPS principal and the referee panel
presented a tablet to each of the three winning schools’ participants.
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The 9th educational competition for the year 2016.
Nablus LPS wins the first position

The general administration of LPS in Palestine staged the ninth general educational competition for

the ninth –graders of LPS at the Beit Jala elementary school hall. The The participating LPS were:
Ramallah-Al Ahliyyaqh College, Nablus, Aboud, Taybeh, Zababdeh, Bir Zeit, Beit Jala, Beit Sahour and
the Latin seminary school. Present at the competition Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the director general of
LPS and the principals, staff and students of the competing schools. The referee panel consisted of: Dr.
Khaled Jawareesh, and the school principals : Mr. Suheil Daebes, Mr Issa Bannoura, Mrs Abeer Hanna,
Mrs. Mary Nissan, Mrs Valentina Ni’meh and Mrs Intisar Fawadleh. And the masters of ceremony were
Mrs Mirna Fleifel and Mr. Hanna Baseer.
The competition started with a short prayer by Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen, who welcomed the competing
schools and said that this day has become a traditional day for our schools in which we meet and come
to know each other, and benefit from the information the competition includes.
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The competing schools were divided into three groups. The winning school from each group will
qualify for the finals.
The first group: Ramallah, The Seminary School, Taybeh. Taybeh qualified for the finals
The second group: Nablus, Buir Zeit, Beit Jala. Nablus qualified for the finals
The third group: Zababdeh, Beit Sahour,Aboud: Aboud qualified for the finals.
In the final round, Nablus placed first, Taybeh second and Aboud came third.

At the end of the competition, Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen thanked the participating school principals and
students, the teachers who wrote the questions, and Mr. Wasim Kasabreh and Mr. George Salsa for the
video and sound systems. He added that all the competitors are actually winners and that the general
secretariat of the Christian Educational Institutions will hold a competition for the tenth-graders in all
the Christian schools in Palestine next year.
Then he presented each participant in the final round with a tablet as a winning trophy
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The Latin Seminary
Assisting in the Holy Week celebrations in Kuwait

Kuwait is a Middle East Islamic State where Christians are a minority. The Christian population is

about half a million and consists mainly of expatriates and foreigners from more that 70 nationalities, in addition to 400 Christian Kuwaiti citizens. Christian communities practice their religious rites
freely, and and there are Bibles in more than 35 languages for all their Christian communities. The
only problem is the limited number of churches and their narrow and limited space.
There are about 350,000 Catholics in Kuwait, and they have a cathedral in Kuwait city under the administration of the Apostolic Nuncio in Kuwait . The Catholic Community consist of Asians mainly from
India, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan and other Christians from Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan,
Palestine and Syria. There are also about 67,500 Orthodox Christians ; 3500 are members of the Greek Orthodox Church,4000 Orthodox Armenians, 60,000 Copts.
There is also some presence of the Melkite Greek Catholic and the Assyrian communities.
In the wake of the economic growth in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), large numbers of expatriates came
to these countries from all over the world, hundreds of
thousands of them were Iraqis, Egyptians, among them
were Christian Arabs. Consequently, the majority of the
Christians in Kuwait are expatriates.
Missionary work among Muslims is not allowed, no
Christian publishing houses are allowed, regular religious group teaching for non-Muslims is prohibited,
yet the constitution allows religious freedom and there are about twenty churches in Kuwait joined
together by a church council in the Capitol.
Based on this information and because of the great number of the Catholic Christians in Kuwait, and
upon request from Bishop Camillo Bellin, the bishop of Kuwait, Fr. Johny Bahbah was sent by the Auxiliary Bishop William Shomali to Kuwait to help in the celebrations of the Holy Week according to the
Gregorian Calender.
Fr. Bahbah was received by Fr.Reymond, the parish priest of the Maronite church along with sisters
Nada and Nadia.
By the grace of God, I participated with the faithful in Kuwai, especially celebrating the Latin liturgy.
I noticed that the majority of the Catholic believers were Indians, then Phillipinos, and Sri Lanka. The
Maronite church has about 7000 members, and the Latin church has about 2500 members.
The Catholic churches are in city, Kuiwai, Ahmadi, Salmiyyeh, and Abbasiyyeh. Is a church for the Melkite Greek Catholic in Salwa.
I’d like to extend my gratitude to bishop Camillo Bellin, who wanted me to participate with them in
celebrating the Holy Week and Easter.
Fr. Johny Bahbah-The Latin Seminary, -Palestine
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Taybeh

The Third School of LPS

e
c
n
i 60
S 8
1

The
Third

Introduction

Taybeh is located about twenty kilometers to the north east of Ramallah. It is said that Jesus Christ and

his disciples took refuge there when the Pharisees, the scribes and the priests in Jerusalem thronged
him. It is one of the eastern villages of the province of Ramallah and Al Bireh, one of the Salem villages
located on the hump between the
western mountains and the Jordan
Valley, rising 900 meters above sea
level. It is famous for its olive trees
and vine. Ancient history presented
the origins of Palestine during the
Roman era and was known as
( Ofra ) one of the eight cities built
in Palestine in that era. The word
( Ofra ) means Ghazala - Deer

Population

The population of Taybeh is about 18000 people ; About 4000 of them living in diaspora. They fled the
country because of the tyranny and persecution of the Ottoman rule.
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Establishment

The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate established the first school in 1770,

Our Latin Patriarchate School
founded in 1860, was the second school in the village. At that time it was divided into two schools :
one for boys with only fifteen students, and the other for girls with 15 students too.
In 1966, Taybeh LPS became a co-ed school with about 220 students. In 1978, it became a high school
for students from Taybeh and the neighboring villages.
The school was founded at the time of Fr. Philip Brook , a German priest, who showed great interest
and gave great importance education. He bought a piece of land began to build four small rooms, one
was for Christian education. One of students at that time was called Dadoosh who later became the
village priest .

Fr. Brook was succeeded by Fr Katana. He added a playground on the east side of the school and then
built a wall around it.
When the First World War broke out, the Ottoman regime closed down the school. When the war was
over, Fr. Farwajy succeeded Fr. Katana. He also paid great attention to the school’s development.
Fr. Silvio Brezolen an Italian priest came in 1945. He focused on the development of the school by
building new classrooms. He built a second floor on the school, and made the ground floor classrooms for the male students, and the second second floor for the female students and a Nunnery. He
also built the first Kindergarten in Taybeh .

In 1975, Father Silvio had to leave to Sudan and was succeeded by Fr. Johnny Sansour, who was very
active and enthusiastic. He persuaded H.B. Patriarch Beltritt of the need to build a new school in the
town, because the school could no longer cope with the ever increasing number of students and because high school students had to go to Ramallah to finish their education . In 1978 the new school
was inaugurated with the financial support of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre.
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Our vision

Our vision is a message of faith . We believe that we should show respect for everyone whether Christians and Muslims. Our school is open for everyone regardless of their social background, religion or
denomination. We care about building our students’ morals, educational and psychological aspects.

The school today

The school currently consists of two floors in addition to a front playground and a basketball court. It

is a complete secondary school . So far, 35 graduate classes have finished their education at the school.
It has a highly qualified staff of 21 teachers, five kindergarten teachers in addition to two nuns who
teach Christian education
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The educational objectives of the school

Our school is mainly committed to the following objectives:

1) Providing students with knowledge and education iaccording to their age in the best possible way.
2) Creating the best religious education based on faith and belonging to their homeland.
3) Enhancing spiritual faith among teachers and employees so as to achieve mutual respect and
brotherhood.
4) Focus on practical education for students so as to better prepare them for future careers.
5) Boosting the sense of responsibility, innovation and creative thinking and leadership .
6) Maintain the Christian presence in the Holy Land.
7) Develop students’ culture and mutual respect.
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The School facilities

The school facilities include:

A Library: Named after the martyr Hanna Muqbel as an
honor for his work and heroism. It is supported by his
family. It contains more than 4000 books in various fields
of science and knowledge in both Arabic and English.
A science Laboratory: named after the late Mr. Mousa
Khoury›s, one of Taybeh’s locals and a retired teacher. His
sons wanted to pay tribute to him by establishing a laboratory for the school and supply it with all its needs .
A Computer center: named after Mr. Yousef Nawas’ as a
tribute to his generous donation of 10 computers for the
school.

Address
Phone:+972-2898188
Fax: +972-2899171
Email:
latin_taybeh2009@yahoo.com
Facebook:
latin secondary school taybeh
Principle: Galib Rizek
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Pictures
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Our Schools
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Meeting with
the students’ parents

On Saturday, March 26th, the administration
and the seventh grade teachers held a meeting
with the parents of the seventh-graders to exchange ideas and recommendations which concern the educational process.

Decorating the school
corridors with posters of
verses that urge fasting

The fifth-graders, with the help of the religious
education teacher, designed posters with verses
from the Holy Scripture that encourage fasting,
charity and prayer so as to remind the students
that they live the period of the Lent in unity with
the passions of our Lord Jesus Christ, and feeling
with the poor and the needy.

English
Issue 27

16

April
2016

LPS Palestine

Commemorating the
Palestinian land day

On Wednesday

March 30,the students commemorated the Palestinian Land Day. Student recited
poems and delivered speeches during the morning assembly. The day was concluded with football
matches held between the higher classes.
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Celebrating Palestinian international Children’s Day
On Tuesday April 5th, LPS kindergarteners cel-

ebrated the International Palestinian Children’s
day. Special activity was arranged by the kindergarten teachers which included songs, games ,
painting and coloring. We wish our children the
freedom of movement, the freedom of speech
and the freedom of their country.

April
2016

LPS Palestine

LPS students

The annual school trip

went on the traditional annual trip to visit the city of Jericho. The trip included visiting
the historical and holy sites in the city such as the ruins of Hisham Palace, Deir Hajla (Hajla Convent)
and spent the rest of the day at Banana Land Recreational Park.

English
Issue 27

18

April
2016

LPS Palestine

r
u
o

t

i
e
B

h Care of teeth and
a
S

An open day and selling fasting food

gums for the
Elementary classes

Dr. Christine Shomali and Dr, Shukri Jeries

from the dental clinic - French Hospital/ Bethlehem examined the teeth and gums of the students
from grades 1 to grade 6. The doctors instructed
the children how to take care of their teeth and
gums, the correct way of brushing their the teeth
and importance of the toothbrush We are deeply
grateful for Dr. Christine Shomali and Dr. Shukri
Jeries for their kind the voluntary work in checking the children’s teeth.
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The school staged an open day which included

several sections. It began with a Holy Mass officiated by father Bashar Fawadleh, the assistant parish priests of the congregation and was followed
by recreational games, and a football match for
the boys and a basketball match for the girls. All
the students from all the classes participated in
this event. Fasting foodstuffs brought by the students were sold to the students at nominal prices.
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Murals

Under the supervision of Mr. Samir Gattas, the art teacher in Beit Sahour LPS, students of grades 9-12
painted murals depicting Handala, the Palestinian caricature personalityr, on the inside walls of the
school.
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LPS kindergarten hosts an environmental exhibition

On the occasion of the Palestinian Environment Day, and under the patronage of the gover-

nor of Jenin and the director of the goodness of the environment, and in cooperation with the Ministry
of Culture, LPS kindergarten hosted and environmental exhibition for biodiversity in Ibn Amer Plain
and Palestine. The exhibition included photographs of the floral and faunal diversity of Palestine in
addition to samples of butterflies collected, and was photographed by Al Basha Center for studies and
research.

The exhibition was opened by his Excellency the ambassador of Japan, and was attended by a large
group of officials of the Palestinian National Authority, representatives of the security forces in the
town, representatives of the municipality of Jenin, the Mufti of Jenin, the parish priest of the Latin
congregation in Jenin, Bank managers, directors of private and public companies and the kindergarten children with their parents. The exhibition lasted for three days from March 24 -26.
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The kindergarteners Annual School Trip

The Kindergarteners went on the annual school trip to the Bidan Valley in Nablus where a stream that

springs from the Tallouza Mountain flows through valley into the River Jordan. The children had lots of
fun and a wonderful time playing in the fresh water of the spring.
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Retreat

n the occasion of Lent, LPS schools in the north of Palestine (Nablus,Zababdeh and Jenin)
held a retreat for the their teachers at the church of “The Lady of Visitation” in Zababdeh. Fr. Thabet,
Who arrived from Lebanon, delivered a lecture about the mercy of God through the parable of the
blind person. He concentrated on the role of the blind person before he met with Jesus, and during his
meeting with Jesus.
After the lecture, there were confessions and a holy hour of Eucharistic adoration. At the end of the
retreat, a booklet about the divine mercy, and a box of medicine which contained a rosary and a prescription for a living mercy were given to the teachers as a present from LPS General Administration .
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DELF Trial Exam

On Saturday April 2nd, Nablus LPS (St. Joseph School) held a trial DELF
exam for the French language for the all the levels in order to prepare
the students for the official exam. We wish our students the best of luck
in the official exam.

Honoring the teacher Diana Aqqad
in the Francophone celebration

On the occasion of the Francophone Day, Al Najah University in Nablus staged

a celebration during which Diana Al Aqqad, the French teacher at Nablus LPSSt Joseph’s School - was honored for her role and accomplishments in the field
of teaching the French language. She took several French courses in Fشrance,
accompanied a group of LPS the students during their visit to France, and prepared for the French summer camp. She also got a license to hold the DELF
exam and she is the coordinator of the French language competition for LPS in
Palestine .We wish her all the best
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Within the framework of the program
“Religion Dialogue,” Mr. Ismail Abdul Jalil, representative of the directorate of Education in Ramallah Governorate, delivered a lecture to the 10th
graders about the historical and religious sites in
Palestine, and their historical and religious importance to both the Christians and Muslims. He spoke
of the harmony between Islam and Christianity
and peaceful coexistence of Christians and Muslims which is considered a special feature of life in
Palestine throughout the ages .

A visit to the old people’s home

Within the framework of solidarity with the el-

derly and offering them financial and moral aid,
the school’s eighth grade students accompanied
by Sister Zena Hourani visited the old peoples’
home in Ramallah. The students performed some
recreational activities for the residents and offered them some financial and material aid necessary for their daily needs.
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Participation in the MUN program

Eight LPS students represented the school in the three-day Model United Nations (MUN) annual pro-

gram which was held at the Rosary Sisters School in Jerusalem for the period between March 29th and
March 31st . The theme of the discussion was democracy and human rights. It’s worth mentioning that
our students have participated in this annual program several time and showed, commitment seriousness and active participation in putting forward various world problems and offering solutions for
them
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Participation in the 2016 International Bethlehem Marathon
Several LPS students participated in the International Palestinian Marathon which was staged on

Friday April 1st in Bethlehem. More than 4300 runners from the different Palestinian governorates
and runners from various foreign nationalities participated in the marathon. The marathon also included several cultural and artistic activities such as a presentation by Al Hara theater. The marathon
asserted the right of movement for the Palestinians and enhanced the spirit of cooperation. It was a
symbol of persistance, challenge and steadfastness in the face of the occupation. After the marathon,
our students visited the historical and holy places in Bethlehem and Beit Sahour.
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Commemorating
the Palestinian land day

DELF (Diplom d’etude de
langue Française). Exam

LPS environmental Club, in cooperation with the

students’ council and grade nine students, com- On Monday April 4th, LPS Students sat for the anmemorated, under the supervision of the school nual written French DELF exam they will also sit
administration, the Palestinian Land Day under for the oral exam within the coming few days. We
the slogan “That we might not forget.” The ac- wish our students the best of luck and success.
tivity included several sections such as recycling
used car tyres by painting them, filling them with
soil and planting flowers in them to commemorate the Palestinian Land Day, and to enhance the
appearance of this good land, taking care of it and
cultivating it.
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A retreat for LPS teachers in Ramallah Governorate.
On the occasion of Lent, according to the Julian calendar,

and the year of Mercy, LPS general administration held a retreat for all the principals, staff and employees of LPS in the
Ramallah governorate. The motto of the retreat was “Christians are invited to be merciful like the father.” The schools
were divided into two groups, one group met at Al Ahliyyah
College with the lecturer Fr. Emmanuel, the parish priest of
the Greek Orthodox church in Aboud, and the second group
met at St. Joseph’s School with the lecturer Fr. Johny Abu
Khalil, the parish priest of Taybeh Latin church. The each
group was divided into groups and several questions about mercy, forgiveness and reconciliation
were put forward and discussed. The retreat was concluded with the Via Crucis held at the Church
of the Holy Family with Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen and Fr. Ibrahim Shomali, the parish priest of the Latin
church in Ramallah.
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A story of success

Eliana Ghawali, one of our school graduates, faced

learning problems during her high school years ,and everybody thought
that she was a failure. After finishing high school, she took a course
in the Italian language at John Paul II foundation in Bethlehem,
and was able to learn the language in a record time which enabled
her to get a scholarship to the University of Perogia, One of the
«free» universities of Italy . She enrolled in the university on September 17, 2016 and studied economics and financial markets
and she was able to achieve 180 credit hours in a record time of
three years which made her very proud of herself and her school.
She graduated on November 27, 2015 and she he is working now
on her Master Degree in economics and management. During a
meeting with Eliana, she expressed her deepest gratitude to her
school and the principal who encouraged her to study the Italian
language at the John Paul foundation in Bethlehem, which is a prerequisite for getting a scholarship to Italian universities. We wish
Eliana all the best

A lecture about the importance of teeth and preserving them.
Dr. Lina Barghouthi delivered a lecture to the kindergarteners about the importance of teeth and how

to preserve them. The dentist demonstrated to the children and trained them on the correct way to
brush their teeth.
It is worth mentioning that Dr. Barghouthi is one of the most enthusiastic and cooperative mothers
with the school, consequently the school principal decided to have her on the board of the students’
parents council for the next school year 2017/2018
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LPS students participate in the spring
environmental competition

LPS students will participate in the spring environmental competition for this year under the supervision of Mr. Michael Farhoud, the science teacher. Three students were chosen for each category of
this competition which included: drawing, photography and essay writing. The competition will be
held in the garden center. We wish our students the best of luck in this competition.
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With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equipment, school
supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.
You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her tuition!
If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the
bank details are below.
For our friends in Europe:
General Director : Rev Faysal Hijazen - faysalhijazen@lpj.org
www.latin-schools.org
Pax-Bank:
Payment Instructions:

************************************************************

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the following instructions
•
Beneficiary:
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
			
Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
			
91141- Jerusalem
				
Israel
•
IBAN (International Bank Account No.) DE 16370601930058029017
•
Account with (bank name & address)
Pax-Bank eG, Von-Werth-str.
25-27, 50670 Cologne, Germany
Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:
WGZ-Bank, Ludwig-Erhard-Allee 20, 40227 Duesseldorf with SWIFT-code GENODEDO
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
91141- Jerusalem
Israe
************************************************************
•For our friends in the United States:
For U.S Dollar currency transfers utilize the following bank address:
- Intermediary Bank,
- Credit Suisse, Zurich.
- Swift Code: CRESCHZZ80A
- Favor of:Arab Bank No.49
- Bethlehem Branch No. 853

Director:
Edited by:
Designed by:
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