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Introduction  

After the restoration of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem in 1847, H.B. Patriarch Giuseppe 

Valerga decided that a church and a school should be built in every village , town and city 

where Christians existed in Palestine. 

 

Beit Jala, a small village at that 

time, about eight miles as the crow 

flies to the south of Jerusalem, and 

separated from Bethlehem from 

the west by the Jerusalem –Hebron 

road. It is a mountainous town with 

very attractive landscape with olive 

trees dotting the hillsides and 

terraces. It is privileged to have the 

first Latin parochial church, and a 

few years later, in 1854, the  first 

LPS school founded in it. The school 

beginning was very humble. It 

consisted of a kindergarten and a one-classroom school located on the ground floor of the 

rectory. Three more classes where added as the numbers of the students increased. But due 

to the lack of space and rooms, every two classes shared one classroom. The school was 

primarily open for the children of the Latin congregation of the town. Later on, it began to 

take in children of all the other denominations.  
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The school was founded at the time when 

the level of poverty reached its nader, and 

the people were trying to eke their living 

out of the very ground they walk on. The 

purpose of founding the school was to 

spread the awareness of the Christian faith 

and to fight illiteracy. The curriculum it 

followed at that time was very simple and 

consisted primarily of catechism, English 

and Arabic simple reading and writing, and 

simple arithmetic. Despite the very 

humble curriculum, the “graduates” of this school were among the very few literate 

inhabitants of the town.     

 

A few years later, a primary school for the girls was founded next to the nunnery, and was 

run by the sisters of St. Joseph. It was known as St. Joseph’s School until 1960, when the 

Rosary sisters replaced the sisters of St. Joseph, and the school came to be known as the 

Rosary Sisters School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A

s the demand on the school increased, more 

classes were added, one every year, until the ninth grade. 

During the period when H.B. the late Patriarch  Giacomo (Yacoub) Beltritti was the priest 

of the Latin parishioners in Beit Jala, he was determined to upgrade the school and build a 

modern one instead of the old one, so he sought the help of the Equestrian Order of the 

Holy Sepulcher in the USA to finance the project. In April 1965, the construction of the new  
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school in the backyard of the nunnery was started. It included, in addition to the three- 

storey school building, a new comfortable residence for the nuns which included a small 

chapel. The area of the land on which the school was built was extended from 824 m2   to 

1218 m2 because the front yard of the nunnery was also included in the construction works. 

On Sunday May 29,1965, H.B Patriarch Alberto Ghori, accompanied by Fr. Beltritti, the 

assistant bishop then, inaugurated the new school building.  The  boys’ old school was 

closed down and the boys were transferred to the new school which became a co-ed school, 

In 1985, and with an initiative from the 

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher in 

Canada, another two-storey building was 

annexed to the new building to serve as 

kindergarten on the ground floor and four more 

classrooms on the second floor. The new 

building was inaugurated on May 19,1986 

In 1993, and due to the increased demand on 

enrollment in the school, a new three- storey 

school building was constructed just across the 

road from the Annunciation Church through a  kind donation of The Equestrian order of the 

Holy Sepulcher in Canada .The new building included the much-needed hall on the first 

floor, the administration offices and the school 

library on the second  floor , and four classrooms , a 

science laboratory on the third floor. On May 

31,1994, the new building was inaugurated by H.B 

the Patriarch Michael Sabbah.  

Due to the heavy burden imposed on the Rosary 

nuns in running the school and caring for the church 

requirements and the various sororities, in 1994 

,the Latin patriarchate decided to relieve them from 

running the school and replaced them with lay 

principals.  Three more classes were added, and the 

school became a complete secondary school, and 

became known as The Latin Patriarchate School, 

one of a series of forty-five schools in Palestine, 
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Galilee and Jordan, run by the Patriarchate, and one of the best schools in the region.   

Once again, the school became overcrowded due to the increased demand on enrollment in 

because of the excellent reputation of the school and the excellent results its students 

annually achieve in the Tawjihi government exam, thus an urgent need for more space and 

classrooms emerged.  

In 1999, and upon request of LPS general administration, the Latin Patriarchate decided to 

build a new building for the kindergarten and the first two elementary grades. This would 

ease the pressure on the narrow space in the secondary school, and provide the 

kindergarten children with a larger and a safer environment. The Patriarchal Seminary in 

Beit Jala kindly donated a piece of  land , and with the aid of the Spanish Foreign Ministry 

and the Spanish Agency  for International Culture(AECI), St. Francis Xavier building  was built 

to accommodate the kindergarten and grades one and two. 

  

In 2006 , and in order to give the secondary school students more space , the second floor  

was added to the St. Javier building  to accommodate three additional elementary classes. 

The  new school now accommodates  a modern kindergarten, grades one and two on the 

ground floor , and grades 3-5 (two sections each),the administration offices ,a teachers 

room and a large hall on the second floor. Now, the younger students have their own school 

and their own playground. 
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The school is a member of the Catholic Schools Association and shares with them in vision 

and message, which is totally associated with the Vatican teachings since it is a parochial 

school. The school motto “ Ut Cognoscant Te.” ,“That they might know Thee.”           ( 

John17:3) reflects the mission of the school and the educational policy of the Latin 

Patriarchate. Our mission is primarily that of faith and to turn out an educated generation in 

all the moral, social, psychological, educational and academic aspects.  

A generation that knows  God, coexists with the others and loves them. The school is open 

to all students without discrimination to denomination , religion, gender or social class. The 

students of this Christian high school are held to a higher code of conduct than might be 

expected in public schools environment, that is why many Muslim families prefer to  send 

their children, mainly the girls, to our school were a better atmosphere of love and 

tolerance conductive to real amelioration in education prevails, and because they are 

convinced that our teachers adopt  modern methods of  education that  enlighten the 

students, and avoid the old ones that are more likely to obfuscate them rather than 

enlighten them , and that our mission is both spiritual 

and educational. 

The school has a staff of 62 highly-qualified and well-

trained teachers (14 male teachers and 48 female 

teachers), including the principal, two vice-principals, 

the school secretary, the financial secretary and the 

social worker. It has a student body of 844 students 

(423 females and 412 males) 124 of whom are 

kindergarteners. 40% of our students are Muslims and 

the rest are either Catholics or Greek orthodox. 

 

The curriculum the school follows is that set by the Ministry of Education, the same as in the 

public schools, in addition to the French as a second foreign language. The school facilities 

such as the biology and chemistry lab, the physics lab, the computer lab and the music 

department are ones of the best in the governorate. The school gives great importance and 

priority to the religious education. The assistant priest, a deacon, two rosary sisters and two 

qualified teachers teach the religious education to all the classes. The religious education 

staff also  prepare the children for the Confirmation and the First Communion, in addition to 

the weekly masses and other extra-curricular activities such as the weekly youth meetings. 
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Our students sit for the annual DELF exam set by 

the French consulate and achieve excellent 

results. They also participate in all the sports 

activities, external cultural competitions staged by 

Ministry of education, and the internal ones set 

the LPS general administration. 

 

Our school has twinning relationships with 

catholic schools in Milford, Ohio, and a twinning relationship with kindergartens in 

Germany, France and Italy. 

The school has achieved a quantum leap from a one-classroom school 160 years ago, to one 

of the best high schools in the region. The seed that was sown eightscore years ago has now 

given a hundred fold. The school takes great pride in the fact that almost all our students 

pass the Tawjihi government exam and achieve excellent results, and  that many of them, 

despite the financial exigencies and the many other pressures, are now college graduates 

and have become doctors, architects, lawyers, judges, teachers, bank employees or occupy 

other prominent positions in the society. This is our mission. 
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Pictures 
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