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A cooperation agreement between

LPS and Real Madrid Charitable Association

On Tuesday April 26th, the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem and the Spanish Association Real Madrid signed an agreement of cooperation which aims at supporting LPS in
Palestine, Galilee and Jordan through training LPS students, developing their talents
and creating sportsmanship among the schools.
Present at the signing ceremony were his beatitude Fuad Twal, Latin Patriarch of
Jerusalem, Bishop William Shomali, Patriarchal Vicar, Fr. Imad Twal, the general administrator of the patriarchate, Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the director-general of LPS in
Palestine and Galilee, Fr. Dr. Jamal Khader, rector of the Latin Patriarchal Seminary,
Fr.George Ayoub, secretary of the patriarchate, Mr. Samer Badra, director of LPS administration ofice , Mr. Issam Nasser, inancial director, and students from Beit Jala
LPS wearing the formal uniform of Real Madrid.
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The Spanish sports association was represented by Mr.Julio Gonzales Ronko, director general of Real Madrid Charitable Association, Mr. Lingo Arinellas, director of the
Middle East and North Africa and a number of oficials. The agreement aims at training students of seven LP schools : Beit Jala, Beit Sahour, Ramallah, Zababdeh in Palestine.Nazaret of Jaffa and Reneh in Galilee and Madaba in Jordan, in football and
basketball, as an extra-curricular activity.

Real Madrid Association aims at instilling and enhancing the values of sports in addition to promoting the sports activities as an educational instrument capable of contributing to the complete development of the participants, and to promote it as an
integral factor in society for the beneit of those who suffer any kind of social marginalization or social exclusion, and aims at the dissemination of the educational culture
of sports.
Before signing the agreement, coaches from Real Madrid held a two-day training
course for sports teachers of the participating schools at UNRWA Qalandia School in
Ramallah.
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The general Administration
participating in the protest
demonstration to amend
the Social Security Law
On Tuesday, May 10,2016, LPS in Ramallah Governorate and all the private Christian
schools members of of the General Secretariat of the Christian Educational Associations
in Palestine headed by Fr.Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the director-general of LPS in Palestine
and the Secretary General of the Christian Educational Association participated, for the
second time, in the oficial protest demonstration to amend the Social Security law.
This demonstration was staged by the National Social Security Campaign (NSSC)in Ramallah for the purpose of amending the Social Security Law.

NSSC wanted, public to make their voice reach the government, to pass a new social
security law that guarantees a decent life for workers, and they demanded to pass 17
articles set by national associations and work unions in the private and public sectors,
and presented them to the government.
Thousands of workers in private and public sectors, in addition to representatives
of the legislative council and representatives of the national Palestinian factions and
associations, staged a sit-in in front of the cabinet headquarters and demanded to
amend the Social Security Law.
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Pope Francis congratulates Patriarch Twal on his
50 years of Priesthood

VATICAN CITY/ JERUSALEM – On Tuesday, May 17, 2016, His Holiness Pope Francis sent
a letter to His Beatitude Fouad Twal to congratulate him on his 50 years of priesthood and at
the same time thank him for the many missions that the Holy See has entrusted him to this
day. Please ind below the English translation of the letter of Pope Francis (original in Latin).

To His Beatitude our venerable brother
Fouad Twal
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem
It would certainly please you to go back in
your memory to that distant day, that decisive day in your life, when you left behind
everything in order to become – by the Almighty’s blessings – an administrator and
deliverer of God’s manifold graces. Since
your ordination, ifty years have passed
which you have dedicated in priestly service. It is therefore itting that this memory
should culminate in an appropriate festivity.
We therefore thought of joining you in remembering the early stages of your life beginning in Jordan, your native country, and also the days of your priestly studies, which you
pursued at the Patriarchal Seminary in Beit Jala. Indeed, it was there that you began,
enriched with the Sacrament of Holy Orders, your priestly ministry, urging the faithful to
maintain the legacy of their ancestral faith and devotion, despite the manifold hurdles and
hardships, all the while remembering their courageous predecessors.
Having completed your basic education and specialization in Church Law at the Pontiical
Lateran University, you zealously offered your services to the Holy See, in several countries and later at the Secretariat of State of the Holy See, handling the administration of
affairs that would proit and bear spiritual richness in the Universal Church.
On your appointment by the late St Pope John Paul II as Archbishop of the Archdiocese of
Tunis, you were certainly aware of the importance of that region which had prospered in
the past, and you undertook to revive among believers the memory of the faith inherited
through the ages. At the same time, you were entrusted with the Presidency of the North
Africa Bishops Conference.
Several years later, our predecessor Pope Benedict XVI gave his consent to appoint you as
Patriarch of Jerusalem. There is much evidence there, of which you are perfectly aware,
that attests to the importance of this universal city, and you continue to present it to the
followers of all religions in the area, in order to work together to overcome the hurdles,
regardless of their nature, and to spread an atmosphere of mutual understanding and action.
Our beloved brother,
All that has been said is indeed worthy of pride and praise. We want to say it sincerely at
this time when you are celebrating this unique event: your Golden Jubilee of Priesthood.
We therefore come to you – as though we stand next to you – to assure you of our fraternal love, and to implore God’s rewards, together with our paternal apostolic blessing on
your dear person irst of all, and desiring it to spread over the faithful who surround you,
we ask you to think of us in your prayers.
Issued at the City of Vatican on May 17, 2016, the fourth year of our Pontiicate.

Francis
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Forgiveness Education at the Latin Patriarchate
School System
At the invitation of Fr. Faysal Hijazen, Superintendent, Professor Robert Enright, a Professor of Educational Psychology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and founding
Board Member of the International Forgiveness Institute, Inc. (www.internationalforgiveness.com), led 70 teachers in a forgiveness education workshop in Zababdeh on
Tuesday, May 24.

The workshop began by deining forgiveness, which is part of the philosophy of ethics, or the striving after what is morally good. When a person forgives, it is always in
the context of being treated unfairly by another person or people. A person forgives
when he or she deliberately works on reducing or eliminating resentment toward the
offending one(s) and offering goodness of some kind toward the one(s) who were not
good to the forgiver. To forgive is to avoid using excuses for the other’s behavior. To
forgive is not necessarily to automatically reconcile with those who are deeply hurtful.
To forgive is not to ignore justice. Justice and forgiveness grow together.
Forgiveness will not reverse injustice. For example, if a person is robbed of his or her
money, forgiveness is powerless to recover the stolen property. The importance of
forgiveness is that it helps a person to recover from the effects of the original injustice,
and those effects very often include the development of resentment or persistent illwill toward the offending person. Resentment, when deep and long-lasting, can rob
a person of vitality and joy. Forgiveness can restore that vitality, enthusiasm for life,
and joy.
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An important point of the workshop was this: Students need to be equipped with the
ability to forgive if they will have a tool for overcoming the kind of resentment that
can harm them. We take a great deal of care in our educational efforts to help students face the challenges of adult life. Yet, in most educational institutions, teachers
do not prepare students for on to deal with the effects of injustice. Too often, adults
stumble in their quest to ind a way to forgive because they never have been taught
how to forgive.
Professor Enright and his colleagues have developed curriculum guides for teachers
which allow them to provide scientiically-tested educational approaches to students
which help those students learn what forgiveness is, what it is not, and how to go
about forgiving people who are unfair to them. The forgiveness curriculum guides
are from pre-kindergarten (age 4) through grade 12 and require the teacher to spend
only about one hour per week for about 12 weeks (the time varies by grade level).
Research has shown that when teachers use these forgiveness curriculum guides,
students’ anger greatly subsides, increase their cooperation and even improve their
academic academic performance. Some of this research is in the International Forgiveness Institute’s website.

A key to successful forgiveness education is to train the teachers well in the use of the
curriculum guides and impress on them the need to persevere in teaching forgiveness.
Often, teachers respond with enthusiasm at a new and potentially helpful idea, only
to lose interest after a few years when the excitement and newness wear off. If they
can have a strong will and persevere in the teaching of forgiveness, then they giving
their students one of the most valuable tools for confronting injustices: learning how
to forgive.
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Talents Unlimited
A year after applying the program “Talents Unlimited “in the Latin Patriarchate Schools
in Palestine, a four-day evaluating workshop was held for the 250 participating
teachers. The workshop, concentrated on the thinking ability of the students, was
conducted by two teachers Nadia Tuffaha and Wafa Abu Zunt.

The program Talent Unlimited is a program for critical and creative thinking. LPS
schools applied this program in the school-year 2015/ 2016, and worked on involving the teachers in methods which they use in search of the various latent talents of
students which suit and include the educational material. Therefore, when students
apply the ive skills of the program in studying the academic content, the process
demands the students to go beyond remembering and regurgitating the information
to doing research about the facts of the information (beyond the information) by
means of more challenging and exciting methods. Consequently, the students will use
all their powers of thinking to learn and to deal with the academic content in order to
apply what they learn in solving the problems which they face in their practical life.
This is what the Ministry of Higher Education is seeking in its future vision.
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Proceeding from the keenness of LPS administration , represented by Fr. Dr. Faysal
Hijazen on applying the ideal academic vision which brings the students out of the
traditional thinking circle, to growing creative and effective seeds in the community
that are capable of overcoming what problems they may face outside the classroom.
This program has a positive relect on the performance of the teachers. Several preparatory sessions were held to equip a group of teachers to deal with the program and
to launch it at the outset of the last school-year.
The program began in the West Bank Schools under the supervision and close followup of Nadia Tuffaha and Wafa’ Abu Zunt, internationally American licensed program
supervisors (the irst of its kind granted to Middle East persons) , practitioners and
instructors on using the program.
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Its worth mentioning the results of this program have proved their eficiency as school
children’s parents expressed their admiration for the noticeable change in the teaching methods which has relected clearly on their children’s thinking. This program has
also upgraded the levels of the slow learners by creating in them a kind of thinking
curiosity to search for scientiic and practical aspects of information in the different
walks of life.
Here are some census diagrams about applying the program regarding skills that
were applied during the second semester by our teachers for all the subjects.
All the participants stressed that thinking abilities represent an important source in
the educational process, and the importance of supplementing the educational process with sources of creative thinking that have been so far overlooked in the current
educational system which concentrates on only one way of thinking, i.e. the academic thinking.
Research has shown that students possess many very important thinking abilities and
skills to achieve success in the practical world. Therefore, in addition to the school
curriculum, there are other skills through which can upgrade the students’ thinking
and move them to a higher level. After indepth research, these skills where deduced:
constructive thinking, communication, making decisions, cleverness in planning. The
program has worked on them as they are the basic ingredients.
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The equation
of success
Fr. Imad Twal-Jerusalem
Most traditional deinitions view success as a destination, or as if it requires a magic
recipe to achieve it. But reality asserts that success is a journey, it’s a collection of talents and skills. It is a continuous process of growing up and everything that happens
en route is a part of the learning experience.
If you don’t challenge yourself
believe you can do, you do not
you progress you may someOvercome the fear of making
journey towards development.

to do what you don’t
progress, and even if
time make mistakes.
mistakes, it’s your

To be a successful person in
have a convincing vision as
from life. A vision in which you
and the success of your work.
strong intention to achieve it,
a secondary issue. Deine your
necessary procedures and deachieve it. Let success be the
ration.

your work you must
to what you want
achieve your success
Success requires a
but how to achieve is
target, follow the
vise fantastic ways to
source of your inspi-

Many of us spend our lives looking for the equation of success as though it’s hidden
somewhere. We seek to ind it in order to change our
lives. As a matter of fact, this equation is in our hands
all the time, but the problem is that we have forgotten
how to posses it and how it functions.
It has become obvious that the talents and skills required for success in work are very simple. Here’s a list
of bits of advise which may be the equation for success:
Deine the priorities of your work. How do you arrange
these priorities when you start your work? Recognition
of the most important issues for your work.
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Be very punctual. Try to get to your appointments a quarter of an hour earlier.
Plan your day. Try to get to work before the other employees and be the last to leave.
Make time for work only, don’t waste any second of your time, beneit the most from
every day of your life.
Believe that the chances of success are right under your feet, and always think of your
future success.
It is not important to do the things right, but to do the right thing.
The most important factor in the equation of success is the art of dealing with people.
(Theodore Roosevelt)
No permanent success comes without perseverance. The successful people are neither better nor smarter nor stronger than others others, but they had perseverance
and distinguished persistence.(Howard Fisher).
There is a Chinese proverb that says, “ When you plan for a year, sow wheat, when
you plan for a decade plant trees, when you plan for a lifetime teach the person and
educate him”
These are merely a collection of principal practices through which one can control the
method of one’s work, whether individual or group work, and the effort to make this
method in achieving goals a daily habit. This contributes to individual and team work
enjoyment.
A successful person never stops learning and he realizes that he will never exhaust
his capability to grow and to help those who work with him. He will have no problem
when he reaches his destination which seemed to be farfetched. He realizes at that
very moment that he had not reached his inal goal yet, and that he is still on the way
of his journey looking for something else to do.
Let’s consider that the work environment is constantly changing, and that the principal
practices necessary for success can change in an inconsistent environment. The capability of responding to these changes is
a deinite issue. So,
change the methods of
achieving your goal
in order to get what
you want.
Hold onto your vision and to evaluating yourself all the
way through until you
achieve your goal.
Always remember that
the equation of success is very simple. Be
a leader to the others through applying
irst what you call
for, and this equation
will guarantee the
success that you seek.
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About the town: Past, Present and Location
Birzeit town is located on a hilly terrain, 19 km north of Ramallah, 25 km north of Jerusalem and 1.5 km from the village of Jafna. In the Bible, this place was referred to
as Mount Ephraim. With an area of 14 km2, it rises nearly 780 m above the sea level.
The highest point, which is known as Al-Khirbeh in the southwestern area of the town,
is 818 m above the sea level and overlooks all the neighboring villages and localities.
The ruins in this place dated back to Crusader times, and there used to be large areas
of olive trees, but, nowadays, it is heavily surrounded by modern built-up area. The
hills of Mount Ephraim were densely wooded along with large groves of olive trees.

It is surrounded by many localities, including Jafna and Ein Siniya from the east, Atara
from the north, Burham and Koubar from the west, Abu Shkheidem and Abu Qash
from the South, and Mazra’a Al- Sharkiah from the south west.
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Population
The number of people in the town of Birzeit is currently 7000, of which 4000 are
Muslims and 3000 are Christians of various denominations including Greek Orthodox
Roman Catholic, and Anglicans.

the Latin Patriarchate School (chronological development)
After the expedition was sent to Birzeit in 1859, a small school was established for
the Latin parish community. Teaching started irst in a small room in Ibrahim Jasser’s
House, which was later turned into the irst Latin Church. When the Latin monastery
was built in 1863, two rooms of the monastery were allocated for teaching children,
one for boys and one for girls (the parish priest was Fr. Iskandar Macanio). Mousa
Abu Naser worked as a schoolteacher who thereafter joined the Catholic Church. He
was the one who donated a plot of land on which the church and school were built. In
1869, there were 16 male students and 20 female students in the school. When Priest
Bost was relocated to a church in the city of Nablus, Fr. Iskandar decided to stay in
Birzeit. The number of the parish community at that time was 92. Fr. Iskandar used
to administer the Patriarchate school, which included 36 pupils, boys and girls, who
were instructed separately. used to learn separately. Meanwhile, the teacher found
dificulty persuading female students to be registered in the school, but her continuous efforts achieved positive results.
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In 1885, the number of students in the Latin Patriarchate School reached 55 (28

males and 27 females). Sister Theresa Habash and Sister Philomene Ubeis (Rosary
Nunnery) taught at the school. at the school. However, during the First World War,
the number of the students declined to 20 – although it increased slowly afterwards,
as follows:
1939
91 students
1941
70 students
1966
518 students
1968
530 students

Remarkable development:
The Latin Patriarchate School consisted of two classrooms, a girl’s
room, and a nun’s room. Fr. Antonio Buzo planned to build and furnish more classrooms. Thus, he
brought in a well-known architect,
Paul Couvreur (1877-1957). The
building work was slow and it took
5 years. Local stone was used in
building the new classrooms, corridors and arches. In 1953, new
5 classrooms were ready and hosted 281 pupils. The new school was inaugurated
by Patriarch Alberto Gori who was well received on 17 June 1953 by the 281 male
students, 156 female students, and ive nuns, headed by Sister Emilie Isaac. With
the presence of the Celesian musical band and the mayor of Ramallah, the Patriarch
inaugurated and blessed the new classrooms.

Challenges and obstacles:
Despite these efforts to increase the number of classrooms, there was an urgent need
for additional classrooms. Fr. Antonio Buzo remained resilient, especially during the
Jordanian rule. The Jordanian authorities in the West Bank issued adverse administrative regulations that gave full support only to the UNRWA and government schools.
However, the Patriarchate Church in Birzeit was small and insisted on building a new
church and Fr. Antonio determined to do his best.
While Fr. Antonio Buzo was struggling to supplement additional classrooms for the
preparatory grades, the secondary level students went on to study at the Al-Ahlia
College in Ramallah. He was convinced that a lack of classrooms constituted a threat
to the learning process, since the Ministry of Education instructed that if any student
decided to move from a private school to a public school he would do the last year
yet again. However, Patriarch Alberto Gori declined Father Anton propositions due to
other urgent needs. Fr. Antonio felt he would lose the aid he received. In 1957, he
travelled to Italy to raise funds for the development of the school. To his surprise,
while in Italy, he received a letter from Patriarch Alberto conirming his adamant
resolution to close the 2nd preparatory class. Nevertheless, he pursued his efforts to
raise funds for the development of the patriarchate school, which was one of the most
prominent landmarks in Birzeit.
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About us
The Latin Patriarchate School in Birzeit is proud to be one of the 13 old Latin patriarchate schools in Palestine. It continues to instill and spread faith, education, and love
among people, regardless of religion, race, gender or social class. Indeed, it is part
of the Catholic schools chain, which shares the same vision and mission. Based on
the Vatican traditions, this Catholic school represents an outstanding landmark of the
pastoral foundations in Palestine.

Our Mission

First, our message is a message of faith. Our mission lows out of «We Know You»:
we want everyone to know and praise God according to his or her faith and beliefs.
We respect ourselves and all respect each other. We welcome people from all walks of
life from around the world, Christians and Muslims. Second, we gather to learn and
transform. Our school is a caring and collaborative learning community. It ensures that
each student knows his duties and responsibilities and enjoys his rights, and achieves
intellectual and personal excellence in terms of moral, social, psychological, educational and academic aspects, and is well prepared for college and career pathways.

English Issue - 29

17

May 2016

School Today
Following the pastoral scheme of the synod of the bishop of the Church of Jerusalem,
who decided to grant the lay people a greater opportunity to work in the parish and
school, the priest gave up his post for the irst time in the history of the school. So
the school is nowadays run by a secular administration and the principal Professor
Michael Shqair (from Jaffna), who was appointed under the auspices of Fr. Aziz Halawa, became the irst lay principal principal of the school. A year later, the school was
managed by Mrs Rawand Musallam (Abdullah) who was assisted by an administrative
faculty (Mr Mousa Shahin and Katia Abdullah) and a group of highly qualiied teachers.

Later, when the school was run by Father Emile Salayta, a new classroom was opened
for the 12th grade, with only ive students. Afterwards, the school was downgraded
into a basic school. However, the general management and pastoral council managed to open classes for higher levels, including the 12th grade (scientiic and literary
streams). Therefore, there was a need for new classrooms. In 2009, two new loors
were built, so the school had 450 pupils, and the second cohort graduated in that year.
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Competition with other schools
The political, social and educational situations in Birzeit were adversely affected by
the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1948. There was a steady
increase in population between the years 1945 and 1961 due to the inlux of refugees
who settled in Birzeit after they were out of their cities and villages.
Obviously, the public schools in Birzeit developed to cope with the increasing number
of students. They received greater support from the Jordanian Ministry of Education
and from the United Nations Educational, Scientiic and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Thus, teachers enjoyed abundant salaries; education, books and stationery became free and easily accessible. In 1919, Al-Ameer Hassan Secondary Boys School
was the only a basic school and in 1959, it turned into a middle school. In 1967, it
became a high school with a total number of 478 pupils, including 49 Christians in addition to 22 teachers – two teachers from Birzeit. In 1953, the UNRWA agency opened
a mixed basic school, which was turned into a girls’ school in 1957. Later, in 1967, it
became a middle school with 246 female pupils, including 20 Christians.

School’s educational philosophy
The Latin Patriarchate School believes
that education is the essence of the community, the basis of the present, and the
hope for the future; and that the student
is the heart and the target of the Christian
faith and education. The school is committed to teaching the Palestinian Ministry of
Education’s oficial curriculum with a great
emphasis on Christian education that is
taught by religious sisters. It aims to bring
up children with the strong Christian faith
based on mutual love, cooperation and respect.
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Facilities (labs, halls, playgrounds, etc)
During the management of Father Emile Salayta, 4 new classrooms were added to
the old building, which were named after Father Antonio Buzo. Hence, the old building now holds the following:
1. A Computer Lab, which was renovated with a complete network, includes 23 PCS
for students and a PC for the teacher.
2. A Physics Lab holds various devices and tools for experiments. In 2009, after the
construction of the new part, a Chemistry/Biology Lab was added, which, although
not yet complete, is used by the teacher for embalming, experiments and autopsy.
3. A library in the new building includes various books and scientiic references.
4. A winter playground includes the basketball playground. The volleyball and football
playgrounds were designed earlier in 2016 for students to enjoy various games.
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Educational levels (chronological order)
Girls school:
The generous Swiss aid to the Latin parish in Birzeit lasted until 1976. In 1961, the
secretary of the Swiss Knights visited Palestine and witnessed the great achievements
of Fr. Antonio Buzo. In particular, Monsignor Haller, Saint-Maurice, was a prominent
sponsor. Mr Farid Saadeh, the mayor, received the secretary. Fr. Antonio expressed
the gratitude of the Latin parish and townsfolk in Birzeit, and declared his plans to
build additional classrooms for girls.
The building of a girls school took a long time due to the slow aid and was completed
in 1967. At that time, ensuing efforts of Mrs Hilda Davatensi, Ruth De Woo, Mrs Agnes Mather, the women committee of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre pledged to
support the Birzeit girls school. And so they inanced the equipment for the children’s
playground as well as the Church. Fr. Antonio Buzo thanked Monsignor Merlot for his
precious assistance, given from his personal funds.

In 1976, the number of students in the Latin Patriarchate School was 346, of whom
192 were from the Latin parish, 124 Orthodox, and 20 Muslims. There were three sisters in the monastery, headed by Sister Juliet. The school had 11 teachers along with
Fr. Antonio. The yard in front of the new Church was constructed and paved under the
supervision of Pauline Schneider, the cement specialist, who worked in the restoration
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
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The modern school:
In 1993, Fr. Emile Salayta, the parish priest, succeeded by Fr. Antonio Buzo who set
a development plan for all schools. Thus, the Latin Patriarchate School in Birzeit took
important steps to implement the development process. Infrastructure development
programs, including educational facilities and academic programs, were prepared..
Therefore, the new high school had 34 teachers as well as 342 students from Birzeit
and other surrounding villages. The secondary division in the school was named after
Fr. Antonio Buzo to commemorate the grand priest who spent 50 years in the service
of the school and the Latin parish.
The school, as always, aims to inspire students with Christian and human faith and
to achieve the best academic outcomes through modern teaching methods including
scientiic labs, computer lab, music lessons, Hebrew language, and other educational
programs. Besides, the special education program aims to help students who need
who require it. In addition, the ‘religion dialogue’ program aims to break the religious
gap between Muslim and Christian students through shared lectures and seminars.
Similarly, the open brotherly dialogue program, ‘Hearts and hands around the world’,
aims to promote a spiritual initiative among students through practical activities regarding gathering and sharing with those in need at the local and foreign levels.
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We seek to achieve these objectives through ….
1. Active follow-up of students’ academic performance.
2. Commitment to the minimum oficial curriculum.
3. Taking advantage of the technological updates and communication developments.
4. Provision of up-to-date and top-notch teaching methods.
5. Taking advantage of globalization and openness in creating partnerships that contribute to the achievement of the educational objectives.
6. Development of competent staff, including workers, teachers and assistants.
7. Communication with parents and sponsors to safeguard essential resources for the
school.

Future visions and projects
• A chemistry and biology lab.
• More playgrounds for the school.

Twinning with local and foreign schools
In 1996, Fr. Emile Salayta managed to establish a strong twinning relationship between our church and two churches in the USA – the national Presbyterian Church and
the St. Jude Catholic Church. In fact, Fr. Emile maintained strong relationships with
the Holy Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation (HCEF). , which he himself cofounded.
The relationship with these two churches aims to maintain a constant exchange of
cultures between different communities

Languages
1. Arabic – mother tongue
2. English – foreign language
3. French – third language includes Delf Test

Contact Info
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Tel: 02 -2810283
Fax: 02- 2819278
E-mail: rawandabed2003@yahoo.com
Principal: Ms. Rawand Musallam (Abdullah)
Oficial site: www.latin-schools.org
Facebook: Latin School Birzeit
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O ur Sc h o o ls i n May

Aboud
Celebrating the world environment
day to beautify the school

Through cooperation between Aboud LPS and the Wildlife Society, the world environment day was launched for the purpose of beautifying the school.The students
planted lowers and trees in the school garden, and the ninth-graders painted the
walls of the school.
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Beit Sahour
An entertainment activity for grades 5-8
Beit Sahour LPS staged an entertainment activity for the students of grades 5-8. The
activity included several Palestinian national songs, educational plays, reciting poems,
folklore dancing, and singing by their school choir. The activity was attended by father Bashar Fawadleh, assistant priest of Our Lady of Fatima Parish, and the religious
sisters.
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Bir Zeit
Participation in the Fourth Bireh Marathon
“Towards Jerusalem”
Bir Zeit LPS students participated in the fourth 20 Km. Bireh Marathon, ” Together
Towards Jerusalem” and achieved the following results: 13 year-old age group and
above:
Student Position
Seif Mubayyed
3
Helena Musallam
5
Carla Asmar
6
Rula Musallam
12
Sally Abdullah
13
Ayah Dabbour
14
May Abu Shkheidem
15
Under 13 year-old age group:Nawal Shahin came 17 .
Congratulations
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The open day and the art exhibition

Under the patronage Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the director-general of LPS in Palestine and
Galilee and Fr. Louis Hazboun, the parish priest, and the school principal Mrs Rawand
Musallam Birzeit LPS staged the open day and the art exhibition.
The open day included a variety of artistic and sport events presented by the students.
The exhibition also included Palestinian embroidery and handwork.
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Ta yb e h
Activities of the student council
The student council staged an activity for the students to clean and paint sidewalks
of the streets surrounding the school, they also planted some lowers in the school
garden to create a beautiful environment and a relaxing atmosphere for the students.
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Ramallah
Open Day
Ramallah LPS- Al Ahliyyah College, launched the open day for 2016. The open day
included various cultural, sports and singing activities, in addition to an art exhibition
and a science exhibition. 35 scientiic experiments that showed different chemical reactions were carried out by the students. The art exhibition included various paintings,
engraved copper plaques. Play entitled “ AL Ayed”(The Returner) was acted to honor
Husam Qararah, the eleventh-grader detainee
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Nadin Aranki Awarded the Taiq Canaan Prize
Dr. Abdul Latif Abu Hijleh, president of Birzeit University, awarded Nadin Aranki, An
LPS Ahliyyah College graduate , class of 2012, and a student of Media at Birzeit University, the Tawiq Canaan prize for her research in the Palestinian popular proverb
entitled “Usage of the popular proverb among the youth.”

One of the conditions of receiving the Tawiq Canaan Prize is to do research in one of
the ields in which he wrote i.e. history, medicine, archeology and ethnography.
Tawiq Canaan, a Palestinian physician , ethnographer and researcher,was born in Beit
Jala in 1882. He wrote two books on the Palestinian problem and several articles in
Arabic, English German and French.
We highly value the efforts of Nadin and are proud of our students.
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Ein Arik
Launching the annual Marathon under the title of
“God be praised,” and opening the science exhibition
On Thursday May12th,2016, The sports department at Ein Arik LPS launched its third
annual marathon race. 250 students from LPS in Ramallah Governorate, and the government and UNRWA schools in Ein Arik took part in this Marathon which was started
at 9 o’clock from Al- Khawaja gas station in Betounya and ended at Ein Arik LPS.
Several notables and dignitaries from the town attended the event including LPS
general administration staff, Chairman of Ein Arik village council , the Ramallah Police
Department, the parents of the participating students, and principals and staff of the
participating schools.

At the end of the race, Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazen, the director general of LPS, awarded the
winners with the winning medals and trophies.
After the race, the fourth science and teaching aids exhibition was opened. The exhibition included the students’ production throughout the year, and an artiicial lower
exhibition presented by one of the students’ parents council. At the end of the event,
the parents and the students coloured portraits that represent the Palestinian Nakba.
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B e i t Ja l a
Lourde Atwan, the champion of
the freestyle swimming
competition in the Palestinian
school Olympiad.
The eleventh-grader Lourde Atwan represented
Beit Jala LPS in the swimming competition in the
Palestinian Olympic week staged by the Directorate of Education in Bethlehem. Lourde won the
irst place in the freestyle swimming competition
in this Olympiad and she presented her winning
to the school .
During the morning assembly, the school principal Mr. Suhail Daibes congratulated
Lourde on this great achievement. Congratulations Lourde

The 12th graders honor the school and the teachers
In a kind gesture, the 12th graders honored the school administration and the teachers, mainly Mrs Khadijah Khalifeh, for her endeavors and devotion throughout her
years of service in teaching Arabic for the grade 12. She will retire at the end of the
current school year 2015-2016.

During the morning assembly, the twelfth-grader Udai Shobaki delivered a speech
on behalf of the 12th graders in which he expressed their gratitude for their school
administration and teachers. The students Jeries Bazazo and Mohammad As’ad presented the school administration and teachers, and also Mrs. Khalifeh with a shield
of recognition and appreciation. They also remembered their teachers in kindergarten
and the primary stage, and also presented them with a shield of love, appreciation
and gratitude. The school principal Mr. Suhail Daibes thanked the students for this nice
gesture and wished them the best of luck in the Tawjihi exam.
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The First place in the drawing competition
ONLINE DICTATION
On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of its founding, and in cooperation with the
directorates of Education in the governorates of Bethlehem and Ramallah, the college
staged a drawing competition entitled “ For the sake of a more beautiful Palestine.” The
10th grader Bridget Istephan , the 11th grader Cecilia Ghattas and the 11th grader
Clautilde Zereneh represented the school in this competition.

The 10th grader Bridget Istephan won the irst position in this competition. To decide
the winning artistic drawing, the college held an Exhibition of 33 drawings of students
who qualiied for the inal stage. Bridget’s drawing was one of them. The school principal, Mr.Suhail Daibes, congratulated the participating students, especially Bridget, for
this accomplishment and wish them all the success and the best of luck in the future
competitions. Congratulations Bridget
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B e i t Ja l a
Art Exhibition:
Under the supervision of the art teacher, Miss. Anan Halabi,The Latin Patriarchal Seminary School (Junior Seminary) staged an art exhibition for the students drawings
throughout the school year2015/2016.In addition to drawings, other artistic works of
the students were also exhibited.
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Latin Schools Graduation 2016
Palestine
Commencement Exercises

It is May, the month devoted to the Blessed Virgin, the herald of the inals, the end
of the school year and the summer holidays. Preparations for the commencement
exercises culminate in all the private and public high schools in Palestine and, I expect, all over the world. LPS are no different. There is noticeable hustle and bustle
everywhere. The students are busy buying their graduation suits, shirts and ties. The
girls are turning the stores inside out in search of the most beautiful and suitable
dress, mothers are making appointments with the hairdressers for both themselves
and their daughters, the valedictorians and the salutatorians are busy preparing their
speeches in different languages, to deliver them on the long awaited moments of
glory. The school principals, the teachers the bishops, and even the Patriarch himself,
are very busy as well, because all the celebrations will be held under their patronage,
and they are going to be the main speakers on these long awaited moments, and
have to write their own speeches as well. The euphoria will reach phenomenal heights
when the students’ certiicates are conferred upon them, The event will culminate in a
spectacular inale when they all assemble for a collective memorial picture with their
teachers and the bishops, and ling their caps in the air.
284 students will be awarded diplomas at the annual convocation of eight LPS classes
of 2015:
School
Science
Humanitarian Studies
Total
Gaza
29
__
29
Taybeh
9
21
30
Beit Sahour
19
14
33
Bir Zeit
6
28
34
Ramallah
11
23
33
Zababdeh
23
31
54
Nablus
_
22
22
Beit Jala
15
34
49
284
These students will sit for the Ministry of Education Exam (Tawjihi) which will be held
in early June. Only those who pass this exam will qualify to enroll in local or international universities. The subject they will choose to study will depend on the grade
average they get in this exam. We wish all our students the best of luck in their exam.
The joys of this day are not only limited to the high school graduates. The kindergarteners will also graduate from Kindergarten to begin their 12-year-long regular
school education next school year. These children look awesome in their small robes
and caps and are overjoyed to receive their certiicates too.
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Ga z a : 2 5 / 4 / 2 0 1 6

B e i t Ja l a : 1 2 / 5 / 2 0 1 6

Na bl u s : 1 3 / 5 / 2 0 1 6
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Zababdeh: 14/5/2016

Ramallah: 15/5/2016

Ta yb e h : 1 8 / 5 / 2 0 1 6

English Issue - 29

38

May 2016

Bir Zeit: 19/5/2016

Ja v a - Na z a r e t h : 2 0 / 5 / 2 0 1 6
Th e Fi r s t G r a d u a t i n g Cl a s s

Beit Sahour: 22/5/2016
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Zababdeh: 14/5/2016
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Ramallah: 15/5/2016
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Bir Zeit: 19/5/2016
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Ja v a - Na z a r e t h : 2 0 / 5 / 2 0 1 6
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Beit Sahour: 22/5/2016
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With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equipment,
school supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.
You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her tuition!

If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem,
the bank details are below.
For our friends in Europe:
General Director : Rev Faysal Hijazen - faysalhijazen@lpj.org
www.latin-schools.org
************************************************************
Pax-Bank:
Payment Instructions:

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the following instructions
•

•
•

Beneiciary: Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
91141- Jerusalem
Israel
IBAN (International Bank Account No.) DE 16370601930058029017
Account with (bank name & address)
Pax-Bank eG, Von-Werth-str.
25-27, 50670 Cologne, Germany

Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:
WGZ-Bank, Ludwig-Erhard-Allee 20, 40227 Duesseldorf with SWIFT-code GENODEDO
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
91141- Jerusalem
Israe
************************************************************
•For our friends in the United States:
For U.S Dollar currency transfers utilize the following bank address:
-Intermediary Bank,
-Credit Suisse , Zurich.
-Swift Code: CRESCHZZ80A
- Favor of:Arab Bank No.49
-Bethlehem Branch No. 853

Director: Fr. Faysal Hijazen
Edited by: George Abu Dayyeh
Designed by: Waseim Kasabry
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