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Introduction  

About the town, Past, Present and Location 

Birzeit town is located on a hilly terrain, 19 km north of Ramallah, 25 km north of Jerusalem 

and 1.5 km from the village of Jafna. In the bible, this place was referred to as Ephraim 

Mount. With an area of 14 km2, it rises nearly 780 m above the sea level. The highest point, 

which is known as Al-Khirbeh in the southwestern area of the town, is 818 m above the sea 

level and overlooks all the neighboring villages and localities.  The ruins in this place are 

dated back to the crusaders 

times, and there used to be 

large areas of olive trees, but, 

nowadays, it is heavily 

surrounded by modern built-up 

area.  The hills of Ephraim 

Mount were densely wooded 

along with large groves of olive 

trees.  

The coastal areas located to the 

southwest of Birzeit that is 

located on the main road 

between Ramallah and Nablus 

and so it is accessible from these cities. It is surrounded by many localities, including Jafna 

and Ein Siniya from the east, Atara from the north,  Burham and Koubar from the west, Abu 

Shkheidem and Abu Qash from the South, and Mazra’a Al- Sharkiah from the south west. 
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Population 

Its population is 5000, both Christians and 
Muslims, with various churches including 
Orthodox Church, Roman Catholic, and 
Anglican Church.  

Emigration 

The Latin Patriarchate schools seek to reduce 
emigration to foreign countries (United States, 
Canada, Europe and others). In fact, the 
exodus of the Christian people from the Holy 
Land had begun by the end of 19th century, 
but increased sharply after the 1967 Arab-
Israeli War. 

 

the Latin Patriarchate School (chronological development) 

After the expedition was sent to Birzeit in 1859, a small school was established for the 
Latin  parish community. Teaching started first in a small room in the Ibrahim Jasser’s 
House, which was later turned into the first Latin Church. When the Latin monastery was 
built in 1863, two rooms of the monastery were allocated for teaching children, one for 
males and one for females (the parish priest was Fr. Iskandar Macanio). Mousa Abu 
Naser worked as a schoolteacher who thereafter joined the Catholic Church. He was the 
one who donated a plot of land on which the church and school were built. In 1869, there 
were 16 male students and 20 female students in the school. When Priest Bost was 
relocated to a church in the city of Nablus, Fr. Iskandar decided to stay in Birzeit. The 
number of the parish community at that time was 92. Fr. Iskandar used to administer the 
Patriarchate school, which included 36 pupils, male and female. Girls and boys used to 
learn separately. Meanwhile, the school female teacher found difficulty in persuading 
female students to be registered in the school, but her continuous efforts achieved 
positive results.  
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In 1885, the number of students in the Latin Patriarchate School reached 55 (28 males 
and 27 females). Sister Theresa Habash and Sister Philomene Ubeis (Rosary Nunnery) 
used to teach pupils at the school. However, during the First World War, the number of 
the students declined to 20 – although it increased slowly afterwards, as follows: 

1939           91 students  

1941           70 students  

1966           518 students  

1968           530 students 
 

Remarkable 

development: 

The Latin Patriarchate 

School consisted of two 

classrooms, a girl’s room, 

and a nun’s room. Fr. 

Antonio Buzo planned to 

build and furnish more 

classrooms. Thus, he brought in a well-known architect, Paul Couvreur (1877-

1957). The building work was slow and it took 5 years. Local stone was used 

in building the new classrooms, corridors and arches. In 1953, new 5 

classrooms were ready and hosted 281 pupils. The new school was 

inaugurated by Patriarch Alberto Gori who was well received on 17 June 1953 

by the 281 male students, 156 female students, and five nuns, headed by 

Sister Emilie Isaac. With the presence of the Celesian musical band and the 

mayor of Ramallah, the Patriarch inaugurated and blessed the new 

classrooms.  

 

Challenges and obstacles: 

Despite these efforts to increase the number of classrooms, there was an 

urgent need for additional classrooms. Fr. Antonio Buzo remained resilient, 

especially during the Jordanian rule. The Jordanian authorities in the West 

Bank issued adverse administrative regulations that gave full support only to 

the UNRWA and government schools. However, the Patriarchate Church in 

Birzeit was small and insisted on building a new church and Fr. Antonio 

determined to do his best.  
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While Fr. Antonio Buzo was struggling to supplement additional classrooms 

for the preparatory grades, the secondary level students went on to study at 

the Al-Ahlia College in Ramallah. He was convinced that a lack of classrooms 

constituted a threat to the learning process, since the Ministry of Education 

instructed that if any student decided to move from a private school to a 

public school he would do the last year yet again. However, Patriarch Alberto 

Gori declined Father Anton propositions due to other urgent needs. Fr. 

Antonio felt he would lose the aid he received. In 1957, he travelled to Italy 

to raise funds for the development of the school. To his surprise, while in 

Italy, he received a letter from Patriarch Alberto confirming his adamant 

resolution to close the 2nd preparatory class. Nevertheless, he pursued his 

efforts to raise funds for the development of the patriarchate school, which 

was one of the most prominent landmarks in Birzeit. 

 
About us 

The Latin Patriarchate School in Birzeit is proud to be one of the 13 old Latin 
patriarchate schools in Palestine. It continues to instill and spread faith, 

education, and love among people, regardless of religion, race, gender or 
social class.  Indeed, it is part of the Catholic schools chain, which shares the 

same vision and mission. Based on the Vatican traditions, this Catholic school 

represents an outstanding landmark of the pastoral foundations in Palestine. 
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Our Mission  

First, our message is a message of faith. Our mission flows out of «We Know 

You»: we want everyone to know and praise God according to his or her faith 

and beliefs. We respect ourselves and all respect each other. We welcome 

people from all walks of life from around the world, Christians and Muslims. 

Second, we gather to learn and transform. Our school is a caring and 

collaborative learning community. It ensures that each student knows his 

duties and responsibilities and enjoys his rights, and achieves intellectual and 

personal excellence in terms of moral, social, psychological, educational and 

academic aspects, and is well prepared for college and career pathways. 
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School Today 

Following the pastoral scheme of the synod of the bishop of the Church of 

Jerusalem, who decided to grant the lay people a greater opportunity to work 

in the parish and school, the priest gave up his post for the first time in the 

history of the school. So the school is nowadays run by a secular 

administration and the principal Professor Michael Shqair (from Jaffna), who 

was appointed under the auspices of Fr. Aziz Halawa, became the first lay 

principal principal of the school. A year later, the school was managed by Mrs 

Rawand Musallam (Abdullah) who was assisted by an administrative faculty 

(Mr Mousa Shahin and Katia Abdullah) and a group of highly qualified teachers. 

 
 
Later, when the school was run by Father Emile Salayta, a new classroom was 

opened for the 12th grade, with only five students. Afterwards, the school was 

downgraded into a basic school. However, the general management and 

pastoral council managed to open classes for higher levels, including the 12th 

grade (scientific and literary streams). Therefore, there was a need for new 

classrooms. In 2009, two new floors were built, so the school had 450 pupils, 

and the second cohort graduated in that year. 
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Competition with other schools 

The political, social and educational situations in Birzeit were adversely 

affected by the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1948. 

There was a steady increase in population between the years 1945 and 1961 

due to the influx of refugees who settled in Birzeit after they were out of their 

cities and villages. 

 

Obviously, the public schools in Birzeit developed to cope with the increasing 

number of students. They received greater support from the Jordanian Ministry 

of Education and from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO). Thus, teachers enjoyed abundant salaries; education, 

books and stationery became free and easily accessible. In 1919, Al-Ameer 

Hassan Secondary Boys School was the only a basic school and in 1959, it 

turned into a middle school. In 1967, it became a high school with a total 

number of 478 pupils, including 49 Christians in addition to 22 teachers – two 

teachers from Birzeit. In 1953, the UNRWA agency opened a mixed basic 

school, which was turned into a girls’ school in 1957. Later, in 1967, it became 

a middle school with 246 female pupils, including 20 Christians. 
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School’s educational philosophy 

The Latin Patriarchate School believes that 

education is the essence of the community, the 

basis of the present, and the hope for the future; 

and that the student is the heart and the target 

of the Christian faith and education. The school is 

committed to teaching the Palestinian Ministry of 

Education’s official curriculum with a great 

emphasis on Christian education that is taught by 

religious sisters. It aims to bring up children with 

the strong Christian faith based on mutual love, 

cooperation and respect. 

 
 

Facilities (labs, halls, playgrounds, etc) 

During the management of Father Emile Salayta, 4 new classrooms were 

added to the old building, which were named after Father Antonio Buzo. 

Hence, the old building now holds the following:  

1. A Computer Lab, which was renovated with a complete network, includes 

23 PCS for students and a PC for the teacher.   

2. A Physics Lab holds various devices and tools for experiments.  In 2009, 

after the construction of the new part, a Chemistry/Biology Lab was added, 

which, although not yet complete, is used by the teacher for embalming, 

experiments and autopsy.  

3. A library in the new building includes various books and scientific 

references.  

4. A winter playground includes the basketball playground. The volleyball 

and football playgrounds were designed earlier in 2016 for students to enjoy 

various games. 
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Educational levels (chronological order) Girls school:  

The generous Swiss aid to the Latin parish in Birzeit lasted until 1976. In 1961, 

the secretary of the Swiss Knights visited Palestine and witnessed the great 

achievements of Fr. Antonio Buzo. In particular, Monsignor Haller, Saint-

Maurice, was a prominent sponsor. Mr Farid Saadeh, the mayor, received the 

secretary. Fr. Antonio expressed the gratitude of the Latin parish and townsfolk 

in Birzeit, and declared his plans to build additional classrooms for girls. 

The building of a girls school took a long time due to the slow aid and was 

completed in 1967. At that time, ensuing efforts of Mrs Hilda Davatensi, Ruth 
De Woo, Mrs Agnes Mather, the women committee of the Knights of the Holy 

Sepulchre pledged to support the Birzeit girls school. And so they financed the 

equipment for the children’s playground as well as the Church. Fr. Antonio 
Buzo thanked Monsignor Merlot for his precious assistance, given from his 

personal funds. 

 

 
 
 

In 1976, the number of 

students in the Latin 

Patriarchate School was 346, of 

whom 192 were from the Latin 

parish, 124 Orthodox, and 20 

Muslims. There were three 

sisters in the monastery, 

headed by Sister Juliet. The 

school had 11 teachers along 

with Fr. Antonio. The yard in 

front of the new Church was 

constructed and paved under 

the supervision of Pauline 

Schneider, the cement 

specialist, who worked in the 

restoration of the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre. 
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The modern school: 

In 1993, Fr. Emile Salayta, the parish priest, succeeded by Fr. Antonio Buzo 

who set a development plan for all schools. Thus, the Latin Patriarchate School 

in Birzeit took important steps to implement the development process. 

Infrastructure development programs, including educational facilities and 

academic programs, were prepared.. Therefore, the new high school had 34 

teachers as well as 342 students from Birzeit and other surrounding villages. 

The secondary division in the school was named after Fr. Antonio Buzo to 

commemorate the grand priest who spent 50 years in the service of the school 

and the Latin parish.  

   

The school, as always, aims to inspire students with Christian and human faith 

and to achieve the best academic outcomes through modern teaching methods 

including scientific labs, computer lab, music lessons, Hebrew language, and 

other educational programs. Besides, the special education program aims to 

help students who need who require it. In addition, the ‘religion dialogue’ 

program aims to break the religious gap between Muslim and Christian 

students through shared lectures and seminars. Similarly, the open brotherly 

dialogue program, ‘Hearts and hands around the world’, aims to promote a 

spiritual initiative among students through practical activities regarding 

gathering and sharing with those in need at the local and foreign levels.  
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We seek to achieve these objectives through …. 

1. Active follow-up of students’ academic performance.  

2. Commitment to the minimum official curriculum.  

3. Taking advantage of the technological updates and communication  

    developments.  

4. Provision of up-to-date and top-notch teaching methods.  

5. Taking advantage of globalization and openness in creating partnerships  

    that contribute to the achievement of the educational objectives.  

6. Development of competent staff, including workers, teachers and assistants.  

7. Communication with parents and sponsors to safeguard essential resources  

    for the school.  

  
Future visions and projects 

• A chemistry and biology lab. 

• More playgrounds for the school. 
 

Twinning with local and foreign schools 

In 1996, Fr. Emile Salayta managed to establish a strong twinning relationship 

between our church and two churches in the USA – the national Presbyterian 

Church and the St. Jude Catholic Church. In fact, Fr. Emile maintained strong 

relationships with the Holy Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation (HCEF), 

which he himself cofounded. The relationship with these two churches aims to 

maintain a constant exchange of cultures between different communities 

Languages 

1. Arabic – mother tongue  

2. English – foreign language  

3. French – third language includes Delf Test 
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Contact Info 

1. Tel: 02 -2810283 

2. Fax: 02- 2819278 

3. E-mail: rawandabed2003@yahoo.com 

4. Principal: Ms. Rawand Musallam (Abdullah) 

5. Official site: www.latin-schools.org 

6. Facebook: Latin School Birzeit 

 
Bir Zeit – Since 1864 


