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LPJ schools In Palestine and Galilee in mourning
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”Psalm 116:15
Just as the school year 2016/2017 was about to begin, the school administrations, staff and
students were grieved at the shocking news of the sudden and tragic passing away of Fr.
Faysal Hijazeen, the General Directorof the Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine and
Galilee on Thursday August 4, 2016.
His sudden and unexpected passing away came as a severe blow to all those who knew him,
worked with him and loved him. He was one of the very few dedicated people who spared
no effort in performing, to the best of his ability, his spiritual, educational and social endeavors. He was keenly attentive to the issues of forgiveness and in helping the needy. He
cared for the others much more than he cared for himself and his health, which ultimately,
led to his early and sudden passing away. He was very keen about the Christian family and
did all he could to bring reconciliation to disputes between husbands and wives.
Fr. Faysal spent the last thirty years as priest serving the Patriarchate, the congregations,
the schools and the community.
A golden heart stopped beating
Two shining eyes at rest
God breaks our hearts to show that
He only takes the best.
Rest in peace Fr. Fasyal. You are gone but never forgotten. Your life was a blessing. You
have left your indelible mark wherever you served. Your body is gone but your legacy remains.
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About Fr. Faysal Hijazin
05/02/1961: Born in Amman
27/08/14973: joined the Lower Seminary in Beit
Jala, recommended by Fr. Naoum Karadsheh

20/06/1985: Ordained priest at Christ the King Parish
Amman by Bishop Salim Sayegh
1985-1988: Vicar to Fr. Louis Favro, Ramallah Parish
1987-1988: Principal of Al Ahliyeh School in Ramallah
08/1988: Tutor at Beit Jala Seminary
08/1988: Administrator at Irbed Parish Jordan
08/1989 : Parish Priest Christ the King at al Misdar Amman
10/1992: Studies in Moral Theology in Rome (Alphonsium Univesity)
08/1995 : Tutor Moral Theology at Beit Jala Seminary ; activist Family Center in
		Bethlehem
08/2005 : Parish Priest Beit Sahur
2007 :

Secretary Family Diocesan Committee

2009 :

Deputy principal of Beit Jala Seminary

08/2010 : Parish Priest Ramallah; director of LPJ schools in Palestine
2011 :

Appointed member at Presbyterian Council; member of Advisory

		Board
04/2012 : Appointed secretary general to Catholic Schools in Palestine
08/2012 : In charge of Catholic Schools in Palestine
03/2013: Appointed Director of LPS Schools in Palestine and Galilee.
08/2014: Administrator at Annunciation Church, Beit Jala Parish for 6 months
04/08/2016: Died

Rest in Peace
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Obituary of Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazeen
The Secretariat of the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem mourns the passing away of Fr.Dr. Faysal Hijazeen, the General Director of the Latin
Patriarchate schools in Palestine and Galilee and the Secretary General
of the General Secretariat Christian Educational Institutions in Palestine, and the lecturer of moral theology at Latin Seminary and Bethlehem University.

“Holy Fr. keep through Thine own name those whom thou hast given me”
His Excellency Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzabella, the Apostolic administrator of the
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and the family of the Latin Patriarchate: bishops, priests,
deacons, monks, nuns and the faithful mourn with deep sorrow and on the hope of the
resurrection their departed brother

Fr. Dr. Faysal Saleh Hanna Hijazeen
The General Director of the Latin Patriarchate schools in Palestine and Galilee, and
Secretary General of the General Secretariat for the Christian Institutions in Palestine, Teacher
of Moral Theology at the Latin Seminary
and Bethlehem University
Fr. Faysal passed away on Thursday, August 4, 2016 to the “ Joy of eternal love” at the
age of 55 as a result of a severe heart attack. He spent most of those years in dedicated
to work and fervently serving and teaching the love of people and defending the values of
marriage and family life.
All the faithful and the friends are invited to participate in the requiem ceremonies which
will be held in all the Latin churches in Palestine Galilee and Jordan.
1- Latin Patriachate of Jerusalem
2- Latin Seminary - Beit Jala
3- The Administration of LPS - Palestine and Galilee
4- General Secretariat of the Christian Educational Institutions
5- Councled of Catholic Churches
6- University of Bethlehem.
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The funeral of Fr. Faysal in Amman.
Amman: On Saturday, August 6, 2016.The funeral mass of the late Fr. Fasysal Hijazeen was held at the Good Shepherd Church in Amman.
The funeral Mass was presided over by His Excellency Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Apostolic Administrator of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem with the
participation of the Patriarch Emeritus Fouad Twal, Latin Patriarchal Vicar for
Jordan Archbishop Maroun Lahham, a number of priests and nuns, In addition to
members of the Hijazeen and Akasheh clans, a large number of public figures and
dignitaries as well as people from various parts of Jordan, Palestine and the Galilee.
The Palestinian Ambassador in Jordan Mr. Atallah Khairy, and Dr. Ramzi Khoury,
chairman of the Palestinian national fund representated the Palestinian president
Mr. Mahmoud Abbas.
The Palestinian Ambassador Khairy conveyed the condolences of President Mahmoud Abbas. He also expressed the president’s gratitude and appreciation for the
services provided by the Latin Patriarchate as well as the efforts exerted by the late
Fr. Faysal in serving the Muslim and Christian Palestinians which reflects the prevailing unity and cohesion among members of the Palestinian people
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of recognition and gratitude for his efforts in defending Palestinian lands against
Israeli confiscation the Palestinian participants placed in his coffin a Palestinian kufieh ,which he always wore during official celebrations, an olive branch from the olive trees of Palestine and a handful of Palestinian soil which he fervently defended
against Israeli land confiscation as a sign of recgnition and gratitude for his efforts
in defending Palestinian lands against Israeli cinfiscation.
The Palestinian Ambassador Khairy conveyed the condolences of Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas. He also expressed gratitude and appreciation for the
services provided by the Latin Patriarchate as well the efforts exerted by the late Fr.
Faysal in the service of Muslim and Christian Palestinians which reflects the prevailing unity and cohesion among members of the Palestinian people.
In his funeral oration, Archbishop Lahham said that Fr. Hijazeen served as a pastor,
an educator, and a director. He has left this world, but his memory has not left for he
had fulfilled the call of life, the call of baptism, the call of priesthood and the call to
eternal life.”
After the funeral, His excellency Mr. Fawwaz Irshedat, the Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs accompanied by Mr. Sami Daoud, the secretary general of the cabinet, as representatives of his Excellency Prime Minister Hani Al Mulqi, and the
mourners offered their condolences to his family and his clan.
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Some pictures of Funeral of Fr. Faysal
Saints of God, come to his aid!
Come to meet him, Angels of the Lord!
Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.
May Christ, who called you, take you to himself;
May Angels lead you to Abraham’s side.
Give him eternal rest, O Lord,
And may your light shine on him forever.
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The participation of the State of Palestine in
the funeral ceremony
The Palestinian Ambassador to Jordan Mr. Atallah Khairy, and Dr. Ramzi Khoury,
chairman of the Palestinian national fund representated the Palestinian president
Mr. Mahmoud Abbas. The Palestinian Ambassador Khairy conveyed the condolences
of President Mahmoud Abbas. He also expressed the president’s gratitude and appreciation for the services provided by

the Latin Patriarchate as well the efforts exerted by the late Fr. Faysal in the service
of Muslim and Christian Palestinians which reflects the prevailing unity and cohesion among members of the Palestinian people. The Palestinian participants placed a
in his coffin Palestinian kufieh ,which he always wore during official celebrations, an
olive branch from the olive trees of Palestine and a handful of Palestinian soil which
he fervently defended against Israeli confiscation as a sign of recognition and gratitude for his efforts in defending the Palestinian lands against Israeli confiscation. The
Palestinian Ambassador Khairy conveyed the condolences of Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas. He also expressed gratitude and appreciation for the services provided by the Latin Patriarchate as well the efforts exerted by the late Fr. Faysal in the
service of Muslim and Christian Palestinians which reflects the prevailing unity and
cohesion among members of the Palestinian people
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Jordanian government offered condolences
the death of the Fr Faysal Hijazin
After the funeral, His excellency Mr. Fawwaz Irshedat ,the minister of state for
the cabinet affairs accompanied by Mr. Sami Daoud, the secretary general of the
cabinet, as representatives of his Excellency prime minister Hani Al Mulqi, and the
mourners offered their condolences to his family and his clan
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A requiem for the repose of the soul of Fr. Faysal Hijazeen
(Palestine, Galilee, France and Jordan)
Several requiem masses were celebrated for the repose of the soul of Fr. Faysal Hijazeen both in Palestine, Galilee, Vane - France and Jordan. They were attended by
his friends, his parishioners, bishops, priests, school principals, students and teachers
of the General Secretariat of the Christian Eductional Institutions

Patriarchal Vicar William Shomali’s homily at the requiem
Masses in memoriam of the Late Fr. Faysal.
“ We are gathered here this afternoon in memory of a person whom we loved and
who loved us in return. He served our schools and brought up generations of high
school graduates. We were shocked by his early and sudden past away.
He was mourned not only in the Bethlehem governorate, but also in Jordan and even abroad. On this
very sad occasion we can only say “The Lord gave and
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord.”
Two days ago we opened his will which he wrote
at the end of last August, less than a year ago. In it
he thanks God for the grace of life and the grace of
priesthood, and humbly asks forgiveness of anybody
who he might have offended. He did not leave any
earthly property or land or money. As a joke he used
to say, “After I die you will not find any money to my
name but only debts.”
It is true he did not leave behind any money, but he left a legacy of successful schools,
many needy people whom he used to help as much as he could, a loving family and
many friends. He asked for an Arabic hymn of surrendering oneself to God to be
sung at his funeral. His sudden death seems to be an answer to a divine wish. We seem
to hear the Lord’s voice saying to him, “Well done thou good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things:
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.”
His Holiness Pope Francis announced this year as the year of divine mercy, and adopted the motto from the gospel verse, “ Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain
mercy.
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Fr. Faysal wanted to introduce this initiative into the extracurricular activities of
LPJ schools. He held a three-day workshop in Jericho about forgiveness, and invited
all the Christian school principals and Dr. Sabri Saidam the Minister of Higher
Education, . In order to give this issue a greater importance he decided to call the
graduating class of 2017 “The Group of Mercy.”
Fr. Faysal cared for all except for himself. He overworked and exhausted himself
which, in my belief, was a major reason for his early past away.
In his will he asked for our prayers, so, we pray to God to grant him the eternal rest
in heaven where there is no pain and no sorrow.

Saints of God, come to his aid!
Come to meet him, Angels of the Lord!
Receive his soul and present him to God the Most High.
May Christ, who called you, take you to himself;
May Angels lead you to Abraham›s side.
Give him eternal rest, O Lord,
And may your light shine on him forever.

14 Special Issue

Aug 2016

Your life was a blessing, your memory we’ll treasure, you are
loved beyond words and will be missed beyond measure!

Zababdeh - Palestine
Saturday 6/8/2016 - Church of the Visitation
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Vane - France
Sunday 7/8/2016 - Church of Saint Patern
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Gaza - Palestine
Sunday 7/8/2016 - Church of Holy Familly
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Mass Third-Forty
Tal’ Al A’li - Amman - Jordan
Monday 8/8/2016
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Beit Jala - Palestine
Thursday 11/8/2016 - Annunciation Church
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Ramallah - Palestine
Friday 12/8/2016 - Holly Familly Church
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Marka - Al Hashmi - Amman - Jordan
Friday 12/8/2016 - Mary & Our Lady of Carmel
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Bethlehem - Palestine
Sunday 14/8/2016 - Saint Catherine Church
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Beit Sahour - Palestine
Sunday 14/8/2016 - Church of the Virgin Lady of Fatima
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Smakiyya - Amman - Jordan
Friday 19/8/2016 - Church of Smakiyya
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Yafa - Nazareth - Galilee
Saturday 20/8/2016
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Lament Fr. Faysal ...
H. B. Patriarch emeritus Michael Sabbah
In memoriam Prayer for Fr. Faysal, from the Holy City.
“He who did not weep, shall weep today, pray and see God.

Early in the morning of this day ,Thursday, August 4, At 9 o’clock in the morning,
the beginning of a new day on earth, God summoned Fr. Faysal Hijazeen to heaven.
He had summoned him in the past here, at the same place in Beit
Jala to become a priest then He sent him.
Today, and at the same place He summoned him to a place where
there is neither weeping nor sorrow nor death. For us the living,
it is a stand before God. Be praised. The tears of his brothers
the priests, his bereaved mother and all those dear to him are a
prayer.
He is with You today. He was coming to You whether today or
tomorrow. He had never deviated from the right path. He continued to walk towards You, and he finished the road and arrived
to You. He did not realize that he had arrived, he was coming to
you and had arrived to you. At the beginning of this day he began a new day with
You. He began a life in which he will never be surprised at the moment of arrival. He
began a life of beholding Your bright face forever.
But here on earth. Lord, He has brothers and their prayer rises to you. A prayer different from that he raised to you for the whole universe. These tears are in the hour
of eternal Past away. Yes; he raised to You the tears of the universe, of all those who
suffered on earth. and in his new day he became an intercessor and put between your
hands the whole universe which You created and ordained him a priest to intercede
for it. We will continue his prayer until you summon us also to begin our new day
with You.
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H. B. Patriarch Fuad Twal funeral
oration for Fr. Faysal Hijazeen
“Fr. FAYSAL,,,”
During your life you were the brilliant teacher and you were
responsible for all our schools in Palestine and Galilee. In
your death and your silence now, we learn anew that this
world is transient. We have learnt the futility of running after troubles, titles and leadership. You chaired most of the
clergy meetings. In your sudden death and in your silence in
your grave we have learnt that meeting with you and all the kith and kin who preceded us is inevitably coming. I do not know who will be the first to go to this meeting. Your sudden death is painful and annoying at the same time. Your past away is
also saturated with hope and faith that Christ whom you have faithfully served for
thirty years is waiting for you to reward you. Waiting to join you to your brethren
the priests who preceded you. Waiting for you to continue your message and your
service in heaven. Pray for us and mediate for us. Pray for the seminary which you
had served and for the Patriarchate which had embraced us all.
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Fr. Dr. Jamal Khader, Rector of the Seminary.
Fr. Faysal Hijazeen returns to the house of the Fr.
“Well done good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of your master.”
. At the age of 55, while at the height of his giving and work in serving God and
the church, Fr. Faysal leaves us to the paternal house after God
had summoned him. This past away saddens us a great deal. But
we cannot understand the time that God chooses. The wisdom
of God surpasses the wisdom of men, even though we do not
understand it. As a small boy, God called him to follow him. He
left his Fr. ’s house and followed Him and entered the seminary in
1973. After completing his preparations, he was ordained a priest
in 1985 and served in many parishes and accomplished all the duties entrusted to him by the church. He was the good servant who traded with his
master’s talents, and today he stands before Him to give an account of his stewardship to the just judge who called him to be with him forever. Fr. Faysal was a good
friend, brother, Fr. and teacher for many. He carried out his message in the best manner. Today he leaves us and leaves many who had worked with him and loved him
saddened and grieved for his sudden Past away with a prayer in their hearts “Thy
will be done Lord, May you, the God of mercy whom Fr. Faysal preached about, be
his reward and happiness.”
The Parish of Beit Jala who knew Fr. Faysal and loved him pray for the repose of his
soul and for his brothers and sisters and all those who loved him. Let’s follow in the
footsteps of Fr. Faysal in doing God’s will and in preaching his boundless mercy and
love.
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The Past away of the teacher Faysal Hijazeen to the Perpetual ”The Joy of Love”

Fr. Rif ’at Bader,

Director of the Catholic Information Office, Amman-Jordan.

You, the lover of the people, and their beloved in Palestine and Jordan. The son of
Karak and the Hijazeen clan, the priest of the Lord in the family
of the Latin Patriarchate; You obedient servant in the parishes
and the educational institutions in the Diocese of Jerusalem; you
ardent parish priest with your Fr. ly and brotherly smile and encouragement; you teacher of the family in its affairs, its Joys and
sorrows, and in the family morals and its testimony in today's
society; you became an indispensable reference; you, the general
manager of the schools and the one who upgraded them to International levels; you,the friend of the priests and bearer carrier
of their hopes and pains; you kept in contact with them to check about their conditions and the conditions of their families. Following your lecture last week by the
Dead Sea about the joy of love, and the family document and message, you Past away
to the joy of eternal life where there is neither pain nor sorrow. You choose to depart
in silence, without farewell to the eternal home on the day of the feast of the patron
saint of the priests, to inhabit with him and with all the saints of priesthood, and to
join those who preceded you from your family and the priests of your clan, especially
your friends Fr. s Ibrahim and Yacoub. Rest in peace dear friend, and allow us to add
next to your name from this day on, “Fr. ,Teacher, Faysal Hijazeen”
Rest in peace priest and teacher before the greatest teacher priest and Saviour. May
God have mercy on your soul in the year of Divine mercy.
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A telegram of condolences from the Bishop of the diocese of
Europe and the mission to jordan at the assyrian church of
the orient, Abed Yashou ’Oraham:
We heard from our priest in our mission in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan about priestly and scientific status of the past
awayand his hard work and his priestly service to the faithful, also his academic work at the Latin Patriarchate Schools, the
seminary and Bethlehem university. Here we can say that Jesus
Christ words,
“Well done good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over
a little, I will let you over much” really apply to the work and service of this virtuous priest.
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The obituary of the Hijazeen and Akasheh clans
The priest passes away in peace and without noise….
He is mourned by his two families on earth: his nuclear family which belongs to a
Jordanian, Christian Arab clan, known for the gallantry of its members and their
dedication in serving their country. A clan which offered one martyr after another at
the walls of Jerusalem and which is known for its deep-rooted Arab Christianity, and
so offered several priests and nuns known for their dedication and generosity in the
spiritual, educational and social fields.
The second family is the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem and Amman. It has embraced for forty years Fr. Faysal Hijazeen, the teacher whose personality is a mixture
of positive tribal values, mainly reconciliation between the disputing parties and the
personality of the Latin Patriarchate priest, distinguished with its learning, giving
and piety.
A greeting to the soul of Fr. Faysal Hijazeen, the priest and the teacher, the gallant
Jordanian who served the Palestinian people for a long time, and thus he represented
the Arab priestly personality with its positive and open tribal spirit, and in his giving
he represented the unity of the diocese of Jerusalem on both banks of the river of
Baptism.
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In his eulogy for the late Fr. Faysal Hijazeen, Fr. Peter Madros
wrote under the title of “The passing away of the Fr. and the
teacher”
“We cary the death of Jesus in our bodies”
How Noble Christian priesthood is. “Forever after the order of
Melchizedek.” The Levi priest offered sacrifices, but Jesus is the
priest, the sacrifice and the altar. The Christian priest who is ordained after the apostolic heritage is another Christ and another
sacrifice. The French say “The priest is an eaten person.”
Our march as Christians and servants of the New Testament
begins with death. Through baptism we are buried with Christ.
When we wear the black cassock it is understood that we have
died from the world and left behind all the most precious people, just as Fr. Faysal
left his folks since his juvenility , and followed Christ. Fr. Faysal left his mother and
his clan and never looked back after he had put his hand on the plough and “left the
dead to bury their dead.” He never went astray from the route of priesthood, even after the death of his younger brother who was survived by a bereaved mother, brothers and sisters, a widowed young sister-in law and orphan children.
He never deviated from the project of Christ the priest, and instead of having biological children of his own, he won a hundred fold of children, brothers and sisters
in the parishes he served, and was overjoyed at the end of every school year on the
graduation of hundreds of his students.
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During the past few years, the private schools were targeted by being asked to present financial reports and by imposing limitations on the amount of tuition fees collected by the students, despite the fact that they had never received a cent from the
sources who imposed these conditions on them. He and Fr. Abdel Masih tried in vain
to raise funds for the schools but to no avail. They felt just like Peter when he said to
jesus “Master, we have toiled all the night and have taken nothing.”
When the Palestinian National Authority announced its intention to review the curricula, Fr. Faysal was appointed a member in the committee and a supervisor of Christian education curricula.
The Lain Patriarchate tried for decades to correct the mistakes in the history curricula and to fillin what is missing in them about the first seven centuries of Christianity,
and the late Mgr George Saba published a booklet in this respect, but , regretfully, it
was never used in schools.
Fr. Faysal took the matter very seriously and printed, on his own, two booklets written by the Jerusalemite Armenian Ashkin Demargian about the history of the first
seven centuries of Christianity. She reviewed all the history and the national education curriculua and pointed out to the mistakes in them, and to the facts deliberately
concealed in them.
“Well done thou good and faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a few things,,
I will make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou to the joy of thy lord.”

34 Special Issue

Aug 2016

Your life was a blessing, your memory we’ll treasure, you are
loved beyond words and will be missed beyond measure!

A sad day for the Parting of a teacher, a brother and a friend,
Fr. Faysal Hijazeen
Fr. Iyad Twal,
Parish priest of the Lady of Fatima,
Beit Sahour-Palestine
The day of the funeral mass was really effective and was attended
by hundreds, even thousands of mourners. There were intermingled emotions under the strength of our steadfast faith, the faith
in the grace of God for him and for all of us. I was praying with
two ideas on my mind; the first one is that I'm very thankful and
grateful for him. I wanted to thank him and tell him that I will
never forget the favours, the human stands and his generosity. The
second was we did not agree on everything, and we had differences
in our stands concerning some decisions. But at the end of the day, or the week, we
agreed on our mission which is the good for humanity. The sudden death is a lesson
for all of us and makes us realize that life is worth nothing, and that our problems will
be solved if we simply stop and face the reality: When we go to bed we don't know
whether we will wake up the next morning or not. let's live our lives simply, generously and good. Let's tolerate our mistakes and forgive.
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The Palestinian participants placed a in his coffin
An Olive branch:

From the olive trees of Palestine from Crimezan Vally
				
A Hhandful of Palestinian soil:
soil which he fervently defended against Israeli confiscation as a sign of recognition and gratitude for his efforts in defending the Palestinian lands against Israeli
confiscation

A Palestinian Kuffieh:

which he always wore during official celebrations.
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To one of our dearest friends, may you rest in peace.
HOPE
Holy Land Outreach Promoting Education
Ohio-USA
It is with deep sadness and very heavy hearts that we announce the death of our beloved friend and a very holy priest, Fr. Faysal Hijazeen, the General Director of the
Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine and Galilee. Fr. Faysal died in his sleep on
August 4th, the feast of St. John Vianney.
How appropriate that Fr. should die on this great feast day for priests. St. John Vianney is the patron saint of priests, and a saint many priests employ as a model for their
ministry. St. John Vianney once said, “Remain humble, remain simple. The more you
do so, the more good you will do.” These words perfectly describe Fr. Faysal.
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Humility. Fr. Faysal was kind, hard working and drew very little attention to himself. He truly was a man for others,and he worked tirelessly in recent years for the
Palestinian children, assuring they received the best education possible. More importantly though, was his concern for their spiritual growth and emotional well being.
Simple. Fr. Faysal truly lived the simple life of a priest, having to rely on the generosity of others, which is also quite humbling. But mostly, he relied on God and
turned to God in prayer, most especially the Mass. We were blessed to witness first
hand his reliance on God and his commitment to prayer.
Good Work. We will never know the countless good work that Fr. Faysal accomplished on this earth, but as Director of the LPJ Schools we witnessed his tireless
work for the benefit of the children. We are certain he will continue to be an influence in the lives of children, whom he loved so dearly.
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Our prayers and sincere sympathy go out to his family, friends and the people he
served so well. We share in your loss and have hope in Jesus Christ who has risen
from the dead. His resurrection gives us hope in life and hope in death.
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.”
We’ll forever remember Fr. ’s smile!
Fr. Faysal Hijazeen
February 5, 1961-August 4, 2016
Eternal Rest grant unto Fr. Faysal, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him,
may his soul and all of the souls through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.
HOPE
Holy Land Outreach Promoting Education
Joanne Lacey- Ohio-USA
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It was with sadness that I heard
about the death of Fr. Faysal.
Fr. Faysal has visited the United States and has been to my parish church of St. Andrew in Milford, Ohio. I have known and
interacted with him over many years, during his time at the
Seminary and as Director of the Latin Patriarchate Schools in
Palestine. He has always been very kind and helpful and generous.
In June it was my honor and pleasure to stay at his home in
Beit Jala for three weeks, and to experience his hospitality, care
and friendship. He welcomed me as a brother. In the early, waking hours and in the
darker, evening hours before sleep, I saw the good man that he was: gentle, kind and
compassionate. He was very talented, clever (smart, we would say in America), organized, thorough and insightful.

40 Special Issue

Aug 2016

Your life was a blessing, your memory we’ll treasure, you are
loved beyond words and will be missed beyond measure!
There are two things that I will remember from my weeks with him in June: his love
for his brother priests and his appreciation of the people in his life.
I told Fr. Faysal that I am in awe of the camaraderie of the priests of the Latin Patriarchate. They spend a lot of time with each other, often eat with each other, watch
after each other and protect each other, as I have never experienced in my own diocese. It seemed to me that Fr. Faysal was a leader in that. There were always other
priests at meals with us; he was always visiting, and calling and keeping in touch
with other priests. He was a priest for the priests.
He also told me something that I had noticed, but have never really appreciated. He
once said, as I was saying how welcome and safe I felt in the homes of people who
have become my friends, “Remember how Jesus had Martha and Mary and Lazarus,
and had their home as his own? Wherever we priests are, God always gives us a
Martha, Mary and Lazarus, a home where we can be safe and can rest, without them
asking for anything from us in return.” Brilliant!

Fr. Faysal was such a good parish priest and a collaborative administrator. I am glad
that I told him, quite seriously, that he could be the next Patriarch.
Fr. Faysal was far too young to die. All of us priests can take his death as a warning
to take better care of ourselves. His death might be a kind of prophecy from God for
us to hear, if we have ears to hear. May God have mercy on the soul of Fr. Faysal,
and may God have mercy on all who mourn the loss of this good man.
Fr. Robert Weller
Parish church of St. Andrew in Milford, Ohio - USA
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Memories of Fr. Faysal
Since 2010 there has been an exchange program between the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati teachers and the teachers from the
Latin Patriarchate schools in the Holy Land. This program
is called HOPE (Holy Land Outreach Promoting Education.)
In 2013, Fr. Faysal came to Cincinnati, Ohio at the request
of Hope and the HOPE program began to flourish due to
his enthusiastic cooperation. For example, after meeting with
Dr. Steve Kroeger at the University of Cincinnati, a program
was started for the LPS teachers. After Dr. Kroger learned
this morning that Fr. Faysal had died, he stated in an email to me that Fr. Faysal had
“just emailed me and confirmed a Spring follow-up visit with the LPS teachers. I just
can’t imagine life there without him, such a generous soul.” So, as one of his last acts
he thought of the welfare of his teachers.
Because Fr. Faysal was an educator, he understood the needs of his teachers and
always wanted more for them, so HOPE worked for five years to establish the Talents Unlimited training for LPS teachers. I will never forget his comment after two
of the teachers in Nablus (Nadia and Wafa) became certified trainers in Talents
Unlimited. He said, “My teachers are now happy!” A few months ago, Fr. Faysal
told me that over 300 teachers had been trained in Talents as a result of Wafa and
Nadia’s in-service and their efforts in translating the Talents Unlimited Thinking
Skills manual into Arabic.
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A few years ago, he learned about another exemplary program called the “House
System” at Moeller High School in Cincinnati, an all-boys school. This is a program that groups students into what are called “Houses”. The primary objective of
the house system is to develop a family spirit among students while strengthening a
sense of community and developing individual leadership skills through the mentor
system. As a result students grow academically, emotionally and spiritually while
bonding with each other. Last October when Fr. Faysal visited our schools for the
second time, he observed the House System at Moeller and pulled me aside and said,
“Nancy, they need to come to the Holy Land and help us implement this program!”
This November as part of our HOPE twinning pilgrimage, Karen Matuszek, Head
of the House system at Moeller and others will start the House system in Jaffa of
Nazareth. Saad Rahaal will oversee the program.

Another feature of our 2016 HOPE Pilgrimage, which Fr. Faysal approved, will be
to further build on the Talents program through a two- day teacher in-service that
will utilize instructional technology for teachers to create video productions, involving their students.
Fr. Faysal saw the value of sharing best practices in the field of education and ever
since 2010 our Archdiocesan teachers and LPS teachers host one another building
strong relationships between teachers for this purpose.
Last October, my husband and I had the privilege of hosting Fr. Faysal in our home.
We pray early every morning and one morning Fr. Faysal came downstairs while
we were praying. We stopped praying and he said, “no, I would like to join you.”
Gospel readings, rosary and always the Prayer to Our Lady of Palestine is part of
our morning ritual and one of my happiest personal memories is him sitting at our
breakfast table and praying with us. Always after our prayers, as he was leaving our
kitchen, he would smile and pat the Palestinian tapestry I have hanging on my wall.
My husband and I both share the loss of Fr. Faysal. When we found out his age, we
told him he could have been our son and from then on he referred to us as his “Mom
and Dad.”
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When Fr. Faysal and LPS educators visited Bishop Binzer, he distributed rosaries
to everyone. I was standing next to him and after the last one was given, Fr. Faysal
turned to me and said, “Nancy, I have a special rosary for you.” We walked over and
he reached into his case and he gave me a gold rosary, which will forever be one of
my most cherished possessions.
Apart from being an effective administrator, Fr. Faysal was truly an advocate for
children and he showed his deep love for them in everything he did. He was happiest
when he was in classrooms both here and in the Holy Land.
I will forever miss Fr. Faysal who was my friend, partner in education and I am proud
to say…my “adopted son.”
Submitted by:
Nancy Hemminger
Founder of HOPE
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Sometimes in life you meet people who instantly have an effect on
you. I met such a man this past fall. He was patient, kind, good
hearted, and his humility was contagious. He was the General
Director of the Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine and Israel.
His love for children and for the profession of education was very
evident. Fr. Faysal passed away today in his sleep. You will be
truly missed, my friend.
Dr joe Gaston
General Director of Catholic Schools
USA Alabama
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Fr. Faysal Hijazeen has left us.
‘Abouna Faysal’ (‘our Fr. Faysal’), as he was affectionately
known, was born in Amman in 1961 and spent most of his
life in Palestine. In 1973, he joined the Latin Patriarchate’s
Seminary in Beit Jala, becoming a priest in 1985. The same
year he was sent as an assistant priest to the Holy Family
Church in Ramallah. Soon after arriving, and for no reason,
he was severely beaten by Israeli forces. The people of Ramallah, both Christians and Muslims, responded by taking
to the streets in order to defend the new young priest. His
career would be marked by his strong defense of justice and
freedom for the Palestinian people.
The first time I met Fr. Faysal was in 2009. We spent several evenings discussing
politics and history. I would ask many questions about his passions: philosophy, ethics and humanity. I have never forgotten the first time I asked him for confession,
with him making use of the sacrament to give me a lecture on humanity, the social
doctrine of the church and the strong moral values of the Palestinian cause. It didn’t
take me long to understand that his firm convictions about freedom for Palestine
were not due to his Arab background but due to his belief that there was no moral
equivalence between occupier and occupied. “The church must be on the side of the
oppressed” was one of his most frequent responses when asked about his work for
Palestine.
I quickly realized that Fr. Faysal, like several of his colleagues, was one of those
anonymous heroes that had to this world to fulfill the mission of advancing justice.
Just as hundreds of priests have risked their lives for the protection of their communities, Fr. Faysal was always a strong voice of justice for his congregation.
Fr. Faysal believed that Palestinian national rights could be achieved through nonviolent strategies. He was an enthusiastic supporter of the Palestinian bid for full
UN membership and involved himself fully in the ‘194 Campaign’ designed to make
achieve this goal. He signed letters to various governments and churches asking for
recognition of the State of Palestine. Under his guidance, thousands of students
from the Catholic schools in Palestine wrote to world leaders, reminding them of
their right to live in freedom. A few months after the event, a Palestinian leader asked
me about Fr. Faysal’s nationality and was clearly disappointed when I confirmed that
he was Jordanian, meaning that he could not be nominated as our ambassador to the
Vatican.
In 2010, Fr. Faysal invited Dr. Nabil Shaath to explain Palestine’s internationalization strategy at the Holy Family Church in Ramallah.
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The event, broadcast live by Al Jazeera, turned out to be a big success. Over the
course of several visits to various Catholic churches by Yasser Arafat’s former foreign minister, Dr. Shaath and Fr. Faysal became good friends.
When President Abbas delivered his historic speech at the United Nations on September 23rd 2011, announcing Palestine’s request to become a full UN member,
there were not enough seats to accommodate the large Palestinian contingent. It was
the delegation of the Holy See who offered half of their seats to the Palestinians. Dr.
Shaath gratefully accepted one of the seats, turned to the Ambassador of the Vatican
and told him “Monsignor, our parish priest in Ramallah is Fr. Faysal, you know him?
He is doing a fantastic work with our people. We are good friends.”
That same night, in Ramallah’s Yasser Arafat Square, President Abbas’ speech was
watched by over 50,000 people. Fr. Faysal had organized a mass march from the
Latin Church to the square, with priests and community leaders raising Palestinian
flags. Directly after the speech, the Governor of Ramallah invited Fr. Faysal to address the crowd. Abouna Faysal clearly wasn’t prepared, and got a bit nervous. But
he ended up delivering a few powerful words which have stayed with me to this day:
“We are marching towards Jerusalem, we are marching for freedom and justice, and
we are marching because we deserve to be free, simply because it is our right.” He received an unanimous ovation from the crowd, including hundreds that replied to his
words with “allahu akbar” (God is great), a quote traditionally related to the Muslim
faith. This was the Palestine he was working for: A country for all.
Whenever there was an Israeli attempt to use the old propaganda line of “Christians
are persecuted by Muslims in the West Bank”,
Fr. Faysal was there to publicly state what he experienced as a priest serving in Palestine. In 2012 he responded to false claims of Muslim persecution by the Israeli
Ambassador to the US, Michael Oren, with his own piece in Jerusalem Post: “During
our years of priesthood, we have paid visits to many Palestinian Christian political
prisoners jailed in Israeli prisons, participated in funerals of Christians who have
lost their lives in this bloody conflict, assisted families divided by the Israeli policy
of stripping Palestinian residency rights, and lobbied on behalf of our parishioners
whose property was confiscated by Israel (…) Several studies have shown that the
Israeli occupation and settlement activities are the main reason for Christian emigration.”...
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From 2011 onwards, for the final few years of his short life, Fr. Faysal served as Secretary General of the Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine. Abouna Faysal took
pride in his efforts to promote interreligious dialogue, and was determined to defend
the values of his schools. He defended the independence of his schools, rejected
Hamas efforts to prevent mixed schools in Gaza (“Would you like me to issue a statement that you are changing the Palestinian basic law?” he challenged), and at the
same time that he promoted a better understanding of Christianity in the Palestinian educational system. He also encouraged exchanges with foreign schools, giving
our youth the opportunity for new experiences, while also creating the opportunity
to explain the reality of life under military occupation to thousands of priests, teachers and students worldwide.
It is not easy to bid farewell to a friend. Abouna Faysal was someone who dedicated
his life to promoting justice for the oppressed and fully embraced the cause of his
adopted nation. He was there when we began prayers at Cremisan to stop the Israeli
Wall in that area, and he was also there when, despite our efforts, Occupation forces
commenced with the destruction of this beautiful valley. Thousands of students and
teachers have lost a wise source of inspiration, someone passionate about the positive role of education in Palestine, someone who taught Christian values and morals,
but was always open to listening to other experiences and traditions. Someone who
was a proud Jordanian and, by his own choice, a loyal Palestinian.
Abouna Faysal, my beloved friend, your blessed memory will inspire new generations
of priests that will continue your efforts for humanity, justice and freedom. Your
contributions to Palestinian education will not be forgotten, nor will your words
from that cold night in September 2011. We will continue to march on the same path
towards Jerusalem. My dear friend, there are no words to thank you for everything
you did for the sacred cause of justice and peace. We are bidding farewell to a wonderful and unforgettable human being.
Fr. Faysal Hijazeen passed away in Beit Jala, Palestine, on August 4th 2016. His funeral took place in Amman, Jordan, on August 6th2016.
Xavier Abu Eid
political scientist and an adviser
Palestine Liberation Organization
Negotiations Affairs Department.
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Abouna Faysal : « See, you can do it ! »
Eva Maurer Morio
France
I met Fr. Faysal at the restaurant, drinking an arak and having good food in Beit Sahour. He had just met a friend, who
is a priest too, to launch the exchange programmes between
french schools and latin schools of Palestine and Israel. He
impressed me. He was crossing his arms and listening, he was
answering questions with well-chosen words and in a concise
way. Then, suddenly, he burst out laughing to a joke I didn’t
hear. This first laugh still echoes in my mind, even today. All
his personality showed in this laugh : frank, honest, strong,
and above all deeply good.
I had the pleasure and the honour of being close to Abouna
Faysal. He asked me to take care of the French departments in the latin schools. Not
only he offered me a very interesting job, he also gave me his trust and his love. He
gave me a family and a house, a home and some points of reference. I had left all these
things in France and I found this man on my way to give me incredibly happy settings allowing me to blossom. I learnt more by his side in a year than in all the years
before I arrived in the Holy Land. I became a better person day by day when I was
looking at him moving around children, headteachers, teachers, numerous guests
everyday, he opened his house to them and gave them food without asking anything
in return. I became a better person seeing the infinite love he gave to each and every
single one of us and his way to do everything he could to see the Christ in each one
of us.
I didn’t want to disappoint him, because after being at his table every night, every
lunch and spending Sundays in the patio looking at cats playing and sleeping, I started to love Fr. Faysal as a Fr. . Not a Fr. , Priest Abouna, no, as a daughter’s Fr. . He
was the Fr. of everyone who gathered around him, a good and loving Fr. : not the
kind of Fr. who accepts everything without flinching. The kind of Fr. who says the
truth to get you better. The kind of Fr. who loves you the way you are and who leads
you to improve your gifts and to correct your defaults.
I went to assemblies, symposiums, meetings, exams, tours and visits with him : he
used to have a word for everyone, a tap on the head of children who were jumping at
his cassock, raising their arms to his neck. And a child is never wrong.
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One day he called me : “Eva, are you free on Tuesday ? Would you come with me to the
symposium to translate ?”. I panicked, I didn’t
think I was capable to do it ! “It’s too late, I’ve
already said yes !” and he laughed again with
this laugh that will never leave my mind. On
the next Tuesday, I went with him, shaking
and very unconfident about the success of my
speech. Then, obviously, everything went perfectly fine. “So Eva, you succeed, and you know
what ? I knew it !” he said. That day he proved
once again how good he was at seeing the best
in people he worked with.
He gave a lot to schools and families. It is a very logical association when you think
about it. His work would never stop. He asked a lot of specialists to come and train
the teachers in order to always be more efficient and at the forefront of technology.
He created a lot of programmes so that schools could always be better to answer
children’s needs. He attached a huge importance to french and trusted his great friend
Marie-Thérèse, who died the same year as he did, in March. He had lost a sister, he is
now back to her in the sky.
I am blessed I was able to know this man, this soul, this priest. He was so good,
so great, so intelligent. I had the honour of laughing, exchanging, sharing, talking
with him. He was good and great his whole
life and he leaves behind him a lot of orphans
(pupils, teachers, his colleagues, his friends
and his family). He is now an angel watching
over us. He made me meet my new family and
I can’t forget Um Imad who I lived with and
who became my second mother. Everywhere
he used to go, love was there and love is still
there. His love was contagious. I lost a Fr. ,
but I still have a mother, a Palestinian family thank to him. We will continue your work,
Abouna. From now on, you are with us, just
on the other side, watching over us. I can hear the echo of your laugh and I will keep
it in my hear all my life.
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The Last interview with Fr. Faysal Hijazeen (In French)
Eva Maurer Morio

* Can you describe the network of the Catholic schools of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem? How many are there, where are they located and
how do they operate?
The network of the Latin Patriarchate schools covers the whole territory of the
Patriarchate: Galilee, Palestine and Jordan. There are 3 schools in Galilee and 5 kindergartens, with a student bodey of 2,700 students. There are 14 schools in Palestine, and as many kindergartens, for 6200 students. Jordan workforce is more important: about 10 000 pupils study in 25 schools (especially kindergartens). Each school
works in correlation with a parish. The schools are mostly in villages. They are open
for both Christian and Muslims students alike. Our main policy is serving the poorest. The school network works in correlation with the ministries of education. There
is a general administration in each country that works in close correlation with the
other administrations. This cooperation serves the unity of the mission of the Latin
Patriarchate.
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* Why does the Patriarchate give equal importance pastorally to these
schools which welcomes many Muslims?
Education is an important mission of the Latin Patriarchate. The first reason is that,
through education, the human person can find his personal identity; another reason
is to strengthen the faith of the people, This shows the importance of their presence
in society to enhance the values of respect and accepting of the other.
Pastorally, schools encourage the practice the various sacraments among students.
Religion classes allow Christians to strengthen their knowledge of the Bible and
strengthen their faith. The celebrations practiced in different liturgical seasons in
schools (this is made possible by anexing the schools to the parish churches).This
enhances the unity of Christians, since Christian of all denominations go there .
We must also understand that the school and the church feed each other: the parish
is strong with the visibility it gets through school. Families know the Latin parish
church by enrolling their children in these schols. The parish priest is always present
at school. Also the school is present within the society through the church. Muslims
are also welcomed in the schools and attend Muslim religion classes throughout
their schooling. Their presence in the school is a chance for the Latin Patriarchate for
teaching values such as openness to others, respect, and deepen the Christian values:
love of neighbor, forgiveness. A Muslim who graduates from our schools will never
become a fundamentalist.

* How do you advance the culture of the meeting in the schools of the
Latin Patriarchate, by what kind of initiatives?
Our students come from different religion backgrounds, Muslims and Christians. One hour a week,
Both Muslim and Christian students meet in an extracurricular class where «living together», «study together,» «meet the other» are discussed. During the
religious education classes, the Muslim students leave
the classroom to another classroom where they have
their Islamic religion class with the Muslim teacher.
The teachers who draw up the seating places of students in a class do not check who is sitting next to who,
no arrangement is based on religion . Children playing
in the school yard whatever the games are, football,
marbles or others , play together, without even thinking of the religion of the other.
The Latin Patriarchate schools help build a bridge between religions, between cultures. These bridges go beyond the walls that often surround the heart.
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* Situation in Gaza:
In Gaza the situation has calmed down a bit, so we hear less talk in the media. School
life is progressing normally. However, the human situation is catastrophic: destitution and abject poverty, abysmal suffering deplete the citizens there. The levels of
poverty strikes you as soon as you set foot in the city and see the people trying to
eke a living out of the ground they walk on. We must not forget that the children of
Gaza are just like the other children, but regretfully they are denied their fundamental rights in accordance with the tenets of the Charter of Child Rights .

* How is the situation now in Galilee for Christian schools?
After the strike in September, schools have resumed functioning normally. Negotiations with the Israeli Ministry of Education are still going on. We still hope to reach
a solution that will ensure full recognition of our particular identity and respect the
importance of schools in society, and their mission for Christians in Israel..

* How the role of the ODSS essential to the
Latin Patriarchate educational work?
Let me be clear: Had it not been to the support of
the ODSS (Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre
Jerusalem), our schools would have be closed since
a long time ago. 1/3 of our operating expenses is
covered by the Order. The ODSS sustains the Latin
Patriarchate educational mission. And we are very
grateful and appreciative for their generosity.

* How do you see the future of these schools
and what message would you like to convey to Western Christians?
Our schools must meet the needs of society against the rise of fundamentalism. The
future requires us to be even stronger to face this fundamentalist bodyin our societies. As long as there are schools of the Latin Patriarchate, openness, respect will be
taught and the schools will face the reality of our society.
My message to our Western Christian brothers:
Think about your Christian brothers here who need your moral, spiritual and material support. Consider solving the political problems of countries for a better society.
Twinning of our schools with Western schools in France, Germany, etc .. give our
students an opening to the world and to meet values forgotten in our society such as
love of neighbor and not rejecting one just because he is different. Do not forget that
children in our schools today are the leaders of tomorrow’s society.
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Quotations from the teachings of Fr. Faysal Hijazeen
* In life there is more important than the human life

Martyrdom for faith: there is what is more important than life the human life which
is the complete and supreme spiritual good. This requires us to sacrifice the life of
the body to reach the complete spiritual good. Giving ourselves for the sake of the
complete spiritual good. But not to kill himself, but others deprive him from the life
of the body. It's possible that this principle will be applied to murder, suicide, abortion, mass killing, and euthanasia. This is a moral issue i.e. the preservation of life
and defending it. If we look at the chart of the human rights, we find that the second
article is about life the third is about freedom. No one is entitled to end his life or the
life of another person for the sake of the good and the development of the society.

* The fifth Annual Ecclesiastical Conference-Jordan 2016
Accompaniment, Discrimination and Merger.

Love between spouses has been promoted to the degree of perfectness. A shared life
can be achieved. The absence and the weakness of tiesthe weakness of faith leaves
her alone in the face of difficulties the indifference of the institutions. The parochial
message does not want to abandon anyone, but to go to the wounded and struggling
to meet them through welcoming, comprise, discrimination, and work on awakening
consciences and training on bringing up and not on judgment. All this gives the family of this age the power to fight against the challenges, persistence on communication, dialogue and prayer to face all the obstacles and live in peace and the joy of love.

* To the working woman

You are the safety valve for this fabulous homeland Palestine. You are great in the
national unity and the first nail in the coffin of the occupation. You are the ones who
breastfeed the children the milk of the revolution. You are the guards of our home
and our continuous existence according to the of the Palestinian Chart Independence. You're the preservers, the strugglers, You are the homeland with all its glory
steadfastness and challenge …The wager on you efforts for the unity of the struggle
against the brute Zionist occupation which violated man and land.
Let our March be a symphony that plays the tune of steadfastness and freedom and
the sweeping away of abominable occupation.
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* Fasting

Our schools are in need for Renewal so as not to become indifferent and closed up on
ourselves. At this time we want to concentrate on paths in our life and our schools:
God, self, and the neighbor. Our relationship with God: We must strengthen our relation with God through prayer. We should not underestimate the power of our prayer
and the prayer of many others. God who grants us everything and grants us grace
waits for us at this time to consecrate our time for Him. Let’s draw up a program or
prayers in the school and to specialize time for reading the Bible, (5 minutes a day).

* Strengthening our relations with ourselves:

Let’s stay away from all that distracts us and keep alert in guiding our actions. Let’s
bring ourselves to account and direct ourselves towards the good so that we can
find a meaning for our lives. Let’s deepen the idea of fasting by depriving ourselves
from some meals according to the teachings of our churches.
Openness unto the other: whatever you spare during fasting is not yours. Whatever
we abstain from is for the poor and needy. Let’s put in a box whatever we spare during fast as an expression of our concern about the others. Let’s visit the needy wherever they might exit. Let’s think about the misplaced and the needy and send them
the result of our fasting.
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Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazeen
General Director of LPS - Palestine & Galilee
Secretary General of the General Secretariat Christian Educational
Instituions in Palestine

Priest, Teacher, & Educator

Rest In Peace
Give him eternal rest, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine on him !
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