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the activities of LPS in Palestine & Galilee and of the general administration .
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Fr. Iyad Twal appointed new Director General
of the Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine and Galilee
The Apostolic Administrator of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, His Excellency Archbishop-elect Pierbattista Pizzaballa
officially appointed Fr. Iyad Twal as Director General of the
Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine and Galilee.
It is noteworthy that Fr. Iyad had previously served the Parish of Birzeit, the Patriarchal Seminary, and the parishes of
Zababdeh and Beit Sahour. He earned a Ph.D. in Theoretical Philosophy and Political Philosophy and was later appointed as Head of the Religious Studies at the University
of Bethlehem, and Professor of Philosophy.
The Latin Patriarchate – the bishops, priests and deacons
wish Fr. Iyad success in his new mission. We pray for him,
and convey to the team of the General Directorate of the Latin Patriarchate Schools
best wishes for the new school year 2016/2017.

About Fr Iyad:
15.07.1973:		
Born in Amman, Jordan
09.07.1998:		
ordained priest in Madaba
1998-2000 :
Assistant Parish Priest in Bir Zeit
2000: 		
Parish Priest in Birzeit – Deputy Director of LPS school, animator
			
of Catholic Scouts in Palestine
2003: 		
director of LPS school in Birzeit
2003-2005:		
In charge of Minor Seminary in Beit Jala/member of the
			
Seminary Clergy Team/member of the committee with
			the Jewish people
2005-2006:
Parish Priest in Zababdeh (Palestine) ; director of LPJ school
			in Zababdeh
09/2012: 		
Appointed Parish Priest in Beit Sahour/Profesor of Philosophy at Beit
			Jala Seminary
09/2013:		
Head of Religious Studies at Bethlehem University and tutor of
			
Philosophy at the same University
08/2016:		
Director of Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine and Galilee

Academic Background
1994: 		
1997: 		
2000-2003:
			
2009: 		
sity)
2012: 		

BA in Philosophy (Lateran University)
BA in Theology (Lateran University)
formation in different fields : Education for Peace ; International
Relations ; Crises Management
MA in Epistemology and Theoretical Philosophy(Lateran UniverPh.D in Theoretical Philosophy and Political Philosophy

Contact information:
itwal@lpj.org
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1.What is your idea of the Latin schools? How do you imagine their mission? The place
they have in the both Israeli and Palestinian societies (knowing the fact there are more
schools in Palestine)?

Our schools are a very essential part of our
presence and mission in the Holy Land. They
play a great and large part of our ministry.
In the Latin Patriarchate always taken strategic
decisions in our vision of education, which is
why we are investing a lot for the betterment
of our people and nation through education.
The New General
During the last 160 years, the Latin PatriDirector of LPJ
archate schools have built a rich and historic system of values, good academic results
in Palestine & Galilee
and very healthy atmosphere in our schools
among teachers and students. Building on our
accomplishments, we aim for better quality
education with a pioneer mission and vision. Since my years in the seminary and
before my ordination, I worked in the schools, teaching and helping in the administrative offices of different schools and later as a director of different schools in
different parishes. I like teaching very much, and for the last 5 years I’ve had a
very rich experience in teaching at Bethlehem University in the Philosophy Department.

Intervew with
Fr Iyad Twal

2.What was your mood, your state mind when you learnt about your appointment as
Director of LPJ Schools in Palestine and Israel,especially with the big and delicate challenge waiting you? How do you consider your new mission?

My appointment was an urgent one and came as a result of the unusual circumstances after the death of Fr. Faysal Hijazin, the
previous General Director of the schools. It was just
3 weeks before the beginning of the academic year of
our schools and there were many unresolved issues. I
accepted it for the love of our schools and the Patriarchate, and so I resigned from Bethlehem University
and left the parish of Beit Sahour, where I was the
pastor, to dedicate my time and energy to this ministry
and service. We are having very different but serious
challenges, which vary from economic and financial to
educational and technical.
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3.What are the challenges and the problems the Christians schools have to face?

The major challenge for us as a Christian School I think is how can we survive and
continue our mission and service in a precarious situation, and how to keep hope
in the midst of depression, and how to maintain faith and love amid fanaticism.

4.What kind of legacy did Abouna Faysal give us?

The legacy of AbounaFaysal is unique. He was a model of dedication to his work,
having a rich commitment and exemplary display of Christian values, as well as a
love that he had for students and teachers. His death was a shock and is a loss
for us all, but he andhis legacy remain in our hearts; a great man with big heart.

5.What message do you want to address to all the students preparing their first day at
school inthis late summer?

We are still working on a letter for the new academic year,to be sent to all our
students and employees but my immediate message for them is one of encouragement, and assuring our large family in the LPS, of my deep appreciation and
respect for their work, and my sincere wishes for success. Peace and Blessings
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Letter of the beginning of the new school-year
2016/2017

On the morning of Saturday, August 27, The students of LPJ schools made
their way towards their schools announcing the beginning of the new school-year
2016/2017. On this occasion, Fr. Iyad Twal, the general director of LPS schools
in Palestine and Galilee directed a letter to all the administrations, staff and students wishing them a successful new school-year and set the motto for this year:
“Justice and forgiveness” The letter reads as follows:

Reverend Fathers, dear brothers and sisters: administrations, staff and students in our
schools,
Greetings,
With the beginning of the new school-year I send my sincere love and deep appreciation to each and every one of you. I do highly value all that you do in
our schools.
With you , we will c carry on with the distinguished message of LPS schools,
and with you, God willing, we shall be the bearers of an educational message of
knowledge, justice and love, as the slogan we adopted for this year is , “ Justice
and Forgiveness”
I hope to visit you in the near future and meet with all of you.
May the almighty God grant his abundant grace, good health and blessing
Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal
director general of LPJ schools
in Palestine and Galilee
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The Israeli Ministry of Education
classification for Christian schools.
Jerusalem: According to the report issued by the Israeli Ministry
of Education in Hebrew, the Christian Schools came top on the
list of the best educational institutions in the country. Although
the Ministry of Education did not keep its word to these schools
which are at risk of a financial collapse as a result of the huge
cuttings in the budget allocated for them.
The ministry classified 227 schools which were distinguished for
their educational and social accomplishments. Terra Sancta school
in Acre was classified in the first category of four categories.
Many of the other Christian Schools were also classified in the
second category, especially the school of The Franciscan nuns
and the school of Don Bosco in Nazareth, the secondary school
of John the Golden Mouth in Jesh, LPJ schools of the sisters of Nazareth in
Haifa and Rameh. The Christian Galilee college was classified in the third category.
Mr. Wadie Abu Nassar, director of the International Centre for Consultation and
the consultant of the Bishops Council in the Holy Land, said, “ If we analyze this
report carefully we can conclude that the private schools are comparatively better
than the government schools. While the Christians constitute only 1% of the total
population of Israel, yet the Christian schools 3% of the and there are always
chances for improvement.

The Christian schools are still waiting for fair financing
There are 47 Christian schools in Israel that receive 33 thousand students. of different religions and denominations. These schools are run by the Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican and Baptist Churches. During the past six years the Israeli government made a cut of 45% of the budget allocated for these schools. The situation
worsened when the Ministry of Education issued new regulations which limited the
authority of the Christian schools to collect tuition fees from the parents. These two
factors together, i.e. the cut in budget allocated for these school and limitations on
collecting tuition fees have become just like a death sentence for them. The Israeli
Ministry of Education invited the Christian schools to join the order of the Israeli
government schools, but the Christian schools declined this invitation which would
threaten their identity. The Israeli government fully finances that Jewish schools and
they keep their independence.
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The General Administration
Excellent results in the Tawjihi
Exam of 2016
LPS are the oldest schools in Palestine and have the largest number of students among the private schools in Palestine. They are considered among the best
private schools.(Gaza,Bethlehem,Ramallah and Qabatya). Every year our students
sit for the general Secondary Certification Tawjihi Exam, the same as all the other
students in private and public schools. This year, 286 of our students sat for the
exam. 274 of them (96%)passed this exam, thereby demonstrating the excellent
quality of education our schools offer and the great efforts exerted by our teachers
and administrations Guided by late Fr. Faysal Hijazen. Many of our schools in the
different governorates ranked among the first ten schools in the governorates :The
following is a partial list of results of students that ranked among the top ten in
each district:
1.Qabatya Governorate (Zababdeh LPS)
Hadeel Khalouf(Science stream)got an average of 98.7 and ranked 6th in the
science stream in the district.
Wisam Sa’id (Science stream) got an everage98.7 and ranked 9th in the
Science stream in the district.
2.Ramallah Governorate (Al Ahliyyah College:
Sama Sweidan (Human Science) got an average of 98.3 and ranked
6th in the district
3.Bethlehem Governorate (Beit Jala LPS)
Shaima’ AL Azzeh (Science Stream) got an average of 98.7, and ranked
4th in the governorate.
Dalia Muheisen
(Human Science)got an average of 97.8 and ranked
9th in the district.

Congratulations to our students , administrations and teachers.
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The committee for developing the Christian religious education
curriculum in Palestine received
His Excellency Bishop William Shomali

July 2016

In its meeting at the headquarters of the LPS general Administration in Palestine
on Tuesday July 19th, the committee for developing the Christian religious education curriculum in Palestine received his Excellency Bishop William Shomali, the
Patriarchal Vicar in Jerusalem. Present at the meeting was Fr. Faysal Hijazen, the
director-general of LPJ schools in Palestine and Galilee and the Secretary General
of the General Secretariat of the Christian Educational Institutions in Palestine. Also
present at the meeting the chairperson of the committee sister Virgini Habib and all
members of the developing committee representing private and government schools.
Fr. Hijazen welcomed His Excellency at the committee headquarters and gave an
explanation of the committee’s progress on completing a book on the Christian
religious education and on the completion of the Teacher’s Guide for this curriculum, based on an ecumenical sharing and living of faith coupled with acceptance
of others.
His Excellency thanked all present and expressed his appreciation for their magnificent efforts and bringing both of these works to a point of application in all
the private and public schools. Before giving his blessing to all attendees, he reemphasized that this curriculum should spread the faith, live it and promote acceptance of others.
It’s worth mentioning that the committee meets four times a week on regular basis
to discuss the development of the curriculum and the teacher’s guide, which has
almost reached its final stages, and which is expected to be applied to the schools
in the next school year 2016-2017.
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Organizing the activities of the
second French camp for 2016

LPS in Ramallah, and in collaboration with the Sisters of St. Joseph School, staged
the second French camp under the auspices of Reseau Bernabe Foundation, which
has provided logistical support to the camp through five French volunteers for ten
days. Several recreational and educational activities were held in which students
learned how to master the French language and speak it during the camp. At the
end of the camp a closing ceremony for participants and volulenteers was held.
70 students participated and all of them said that they had a wonderful time with
the French volunteers and benefitted much from the activities held especially the
practice of speaking the French language with the volunteers.
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Beit Jala

Beit Jala LPS summer
camps

Beit Jala LPS held three summer camps for the school children.
The first one included both parish and school children. It lasted for 10 days and was
supervised by Fr.Iyad Bader and deacon Saqer Hijazen, in addition to volunteer
students from grade ten in our school.
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The second camp was the third French camp, held in cooperation with the French
Association ‘Apprentis D’auteuil’. This Association, according to Mr. Suhail Daibes,
the school principal, cares for children who suffer from adverse consequences that
follow family break-ups. He added that, thankfully, Palestinian society does not
suffer from this problem, but but we do have other equally bad, if not worse,
problems resulting from the Israeli occupation and the segregation wall. The camp
was supervised by French volunteers helped by local volunteers mainly from grade
10.
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The third camp was the first American summer camp(the arts camp), which was
started on July28 and was supervised by American Volunteers helped by local volunteers, mainly from class 10.
The camps included various activities such as art, painting, drawing, music and
dancing, in addition to the practice of speaking French and English in a way much
different from that taught in the classrooms during school. They also aimed at discovering the latent talents of the participating students attempting to develop them.
Preparations for the French and English camps took weeks of communication with
the French association Apprentis D’auteil and the American volunters.The school
principal Mr. Daibes said that preparations are being made to hold the next French
summer camp in France.
All three camps lasted for ten days each and came under the motto “Be praised
O Lord” and in response to the call of His Holiness the Pope for the year of
mercy and accepting the other.
Every camp concluded with a big celebration which included dancing and singing
and English songs. Mr. Daibes, the school principal, expressed his deep gratitude
and appreciation for the French and American volunteers and to the teachers Abeer
Masou and Du’aa Qunneis for their help in the French camp and to the music
teacher George Salsa’ and the arts teacher Sherene Qeisieh for helping in the
American arts camp. Special thanks to Fr. Faysal Hijaen, for facilitating and assisting in holding these camps and for Fr. Aktham Hijazin for donating some food
stuffs.
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It is late August, September is almost here. The summer holidays are over and
everybody is getting ready to begin a new school year. Despite the sadness and
sorrow for Despite the sadness and sorrow felt at the sudden and unexpected
passing of Fr Faysal Hijazin, school life must go on. The most reverend Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzabella, the Apostolic Administrator of the Latin Patriarchate
of Jerusalem appointed Fr. Iyad Twal as the new director general of LPJ schools
in Palestine and Galilee.
Students are overjoyed at being promoted to higher classes, especially the kindergarteners who are about to start regular schooling.Pparents are very busy getting
ready for the heavy financial burden incurred upon them by school registration and
tuition fees, books, school bags, school uniforms for their children. On the streets,
there is a lot of the usual and noticeable hustle and bustle during this season
caused by peddlers trying to sell their goods to parents from the neighboring villages, and townsfolk as well, who come to buy pens, copybooks and all the other
items necessary for their children at school. School principals are busy getting the
daily class schedule ready for teachers and students. Teachers are also busy getting
ready as they draw up their annual plans and daily class outlines in preparation
for their classes.
At this time, our thoughts and prayers go to those who who cannot attend a
school for various reasons. To the students in Gaza whose schools and homes
have been razed to the ground during the Israeli barbaric attack on Gaza, which
left them with no roof over their heads, no schools to attend, no money to pay
for registration and tuition fees, no money to buy school needs just like the rest of
the school children around the world. Our thoughts and prayers Also to LPJ and
other Christian schools in Israel, which are subjected to enormous budget cuts by
the government; a discriminatory policy of the Israeli Ministry of Education, which
grants full financial support to its government and religious schools. were subjected
to enormous cuts in the budget allocated for them
We hope and pray that this new school year will be a peaceful, uneventful and a
prosperous one. We wish our students the best of luck and success in their studies,
and the best wishes for Fr. Iyad, the new director general, in guiding LPJ schools.
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Beit Sahour 1864

The Fifth School of LPS

The
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Introduction about the City

Beit Sahour lies to the east of(almost adjoining) Bethlehem and about 8 miles
as the crow flies to the south-east of Jerusalem. The origins of the name Beit
Sahour (the house of vigilance) reputedly stems from the Canaanite words «Beit»
meaning place, and «Sahour» meaning night watch, which reflected the importance
of the area for shepherds. The land provided their flocks with good grazing grounds
during the day and safety in the numerous caves at night. It is also known as
the shepherds field because it is there that the angel of the Lord came upon the
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night and brought
to them the good tidings of the birth of the Savior.

Beit Sahour is a model of coexistence and brotherhood between Christians and
Muslims. Throughout the troubled and turbulent history of our land, the people of
Beit Sahour have always stood firm as a united community. Beit Sahour is home
to some 15.000 residents, 80% Christians and 20% Muslims
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School (History and Stages)

The Latin Patriarchate school in
Beit Sahour was founded in 1864.
At that time, it was very small,
and the number of students and
teachers was limited. From the very
beginning, the school has had a
clear message of rendering services to the local community regardless of religion and social background. Naturally, the population
of Beit Sahour has increased, and
so has the number of parishioners.
This required the Latin Patriarchate
to add new classes and build new
ones. It is a giant leap from a
primary school of a few classes in
1864 to a complete secondary school in 2003 for 356 students and a staff of
37 teachers and employees. The school is supplied with all the necessary facilities
such as a(computer lab), science lab and a library a multipurpose hall which will
serve the school students, the parish and the community in Beit Sahour. The first
high school graduating class was in 2005.

Who we are

Our school is considered amongst the best schools in the Bethlehem area. Not
only does it compete with other area schools, but it also achieves the best results.
in the area. The school is a member of the General Secretariat of the Christian
Educational Institutions and shares with them a common vision and mission that are
based on the teachings of the Second Vatican Council.

Mission Statement

Our mission is to offer children of the whole town basic educational skills and
needed spiritual support regardless of religion gender or social background. It is a
mission of faith and our motto is : “That they might know you” GOD.
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Educational Philosophy of the School

The school believes that education is at the core of a healthy society. Its future
will be built on the present foundation. As such, the student is our target and the
future of our society. Therefore, we are committed to teaching the Ministry of Education curriculum and our school cares deeply about Christian teaching and formation
based on Christan love.

School facilities (Labs, Halls, playgrounds…etc)

Our school has a science laboratory which was upgraded in 2009. It also has a
library that contains a variety of books, and a computer lab. The school also has
a sports hall that serves our students and the local community.

Education objectives of the school

1-Teaching students the necessary knowledge, science and arts according to their age
by using the best methodologies.
2-Raising up students in the spirit of loving God and country.
3-Teaching students practical education to prepare them for the future.
5-Teaching the importance of citizenship and their responsibility towards
their country.

Our school also offers :

1-Education based on faith.
2-Excellence in learning and behaving.
3-Planting values and concepts of living and respecting each other.
4-Maintaining the existence of Christianity in the Holy Land.
5-Cultivating democratic values in our students.
6-Exploring the discovery of students’ latent talents and encouraging their
development.
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Statistics :

Our school is staffed by 31 school teachers, four kindergarten teachers,
The administrative section consists of the head teacher, his deputy, the school
secretary and an accountant.
The student body of 356 consists of:
Males :
179
Females :
177
Christians :
291
Muslims :
65

Pursuit of goals through…

1-The diligent follow-up for the student’s academic achievements.
2-Total commitment to the academic curriculum.
3-Benefiting from the technological revolution.
4-The availability of the best methodologies in.
5-Working on human resources in different sections in the school.
6-Keeping in touch with the parents in order to keep them acquainted with all our
to reach our aims.

Achievements of the School (for the last five years) at all levels

The school has witnessed significant developments since the beginning of the last
century and has been the focus of much attention. It ranked fifth nationwide in a
science test for the tenth graders in 2010 and ranked first in Arabic language in
2012. The school looks forward to achieving more success on the academic level
both locally and nationally. The school has good relations with different schools
abroad, and enjoys a twinning relationship with a school in France since 1999.
students of both schools, together with their families, have exchanged visits since
then.
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Languages

In our school the students learn three languages:
Arabic, English and French.

Contact us
12345-

Phone: 		
Fax: 			
Email: 			
Official web site:
Facebook: 		

02 - 2772278
02- 2774330
bsahour@pj.org
www.latin-schools.org
Latinschool Beitsahour.

Some pictures of LPS Beit Sahour
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With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equipment,
school supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.
You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her
tuition!
If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the bank details are below.
For our friends in Europe:
General Director : Rev Iyad Twal - itwal@lpj.org
www.latin-schools.org
Pax-Bank:
Payment Instructions:

************************************************************

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the following instructions
•

Beneficiary:

Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
           Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
           91141- Jerusalem
				
Israel
•
IBAN (International Bank Account No.) DE 16370601930058029017
•
Account with (bank name & address)
Pax-Bank eG, Von-Werth-str.
25-27, 50670 Cologne, Germany
Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:
WGZ-Bank, Ludwig-Erhard-Allee 20, 40227 Duesseldorf with SWIFT-code GENODEDO
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
91141- Jerusalem
Israe
************************************************************
•For our friends in the United States:
For U.S Dollar currency transfers utilize the following bank address:
- Intermediary Bank,
- Credit Suisse, Zurich.
- Swift Code: CRESCHZZ80A
- Favor of:Arab Bank No.49
- Bethlehem Branch No. 853

Director:
Edited by:
Designed by:
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