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 Our Schools IN October
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The Shepherds Choir sings the religious 
songs of the saint of singing, the 
famous Lebanese singer Wadie 
Al Safi - Tunes From Heaven.

His Excellency Archbishop Pierbat-
tista Pizzaballa  pays his first pasto-
ral visit to Nazareth and Galilee.

Olive  Harvest 2016

Fr.Dr. Iyad Twal appointed as Secretary 
General for the General Secretariat for 
Christian Schools in Palestine
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His 

Excellency 

Archbishop 

Pierbattista 

Pizzaballa  

pays his 

first 

pastoral 

visit to 

Nazareth 

and Galilee.

On Sunday Oct. 16 , His Excellency Archbishop Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa, the Apostolic Administrator of the Latin Patriarch-
ate of Jerusalem,  paid his first pastoral visit to Nazareth and 
Galilee following his investiture a bishop in the Italian city of 
Bergamo last month.

His Excellency officiated the festive holy mass held at the An-
nunciation Basilica with the participation of His Excellency Bish-
op Giacinto Boulos Marcuzzo, the patriarchal vicar in Galilee, 
and several other bishops and priests. The Mass was attended 
by a  large number of religious sisters and the faithful parishio-
ners of the area.

In his sermon His Excellency renewed his wish to put himself 
completely and without reservation at the service of the Chris-
tian community and said that he was sure of the support and 
the wish of all to serve the church. He also expressed his de-
light to be back in Nazareth, the city of Mary, our mother, where 
she uttered her consent: “Let it be done to me according to your 
word.” Her “Yes” changed the course of human history.
  
He pointed out that of late he has contemplated many times on the  
“Yes” that the blessed virgin  Mary announced at this place, and 
asked for her  mediation to grant each and every one of us, our fami-
lies and our Christian community, the gift of strength and humility in 
order to live the will of God fully in our lives.” 

The Apostolic Administrator added, “The life of the church in the 
Holy Land is not a new thing to me. It is rather a new phase in 
my life and my service as there is still a lot to learn.”

He expressed his gratitude for the warm welcome her received 
when he was appointed Apostolic Administrator for the Latin 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and his investiture a bishop last 
month. He said it was a source of consolation and comfort for 
him, which encourage him and the church to press forward.
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 As for the Gospel text, the Archbishop drew attention to the understanding that it is a 
continuous call for prayer in order to remain in relation with the Lord, and to live in expec-
tation of His return through faith, and asserted on God’s presence and intervention in our 
history. He pointed out that Nazareth is a realistic example for that to happen. Coming to 
this city asserts man’s wish to put his life, his history, his family, his church and his society 
in the hands of God, and to start anew just like what happened to Mary through the an-
nunciation. She did not know everything, but she trusted in God and was sure that there 
is nothing impossible with God.
 

The administrator added that we should not only look at the problems, the difficulties, the 
schism and the tension which seem to overwhelm our daily lives, whether on family, or 
social, or political, or even the church levels. Let’s lift our eyes towards Jesus and let him 
enlighten our choices and actions, and change our life style in this world because if we 
begin with problems, we will never get rid of frustration, but if we depend on Jesus, He will 
help us to build a coherent society. 

After the  holy Mass, The Archbisop met with a delegation of parishioners from Al Rama 
headed by Fr. Paul, the parish priest, deacon Jeries Mansour, Al Rama LPJ School prin-
cipal, the religious sisters and representatives of the parishioners , students’ parents and 
notables  who came to meet with him and congratulate him on his investiture as bishop 
and apostolic administrator of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem. They extended to him 
their best wishes in serving the parishes of this country for the good of this country. 

Mr. Awad Hanna delivered a speech on behalf of the attendees and invited His Excel-
lency to visit Al Rama to become acquainted with its church and social societies .
LPJ School congratulates his Excellency and wishes him many more years to come.
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Fr.Dr. Iyad Twal appointed as 
Secretary General for 

the General Secretariat for 
Christian Schools in Palestine

The Assembly of Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy Land elected Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal,  the  
director-general of the Latin Patriarchate Schools in Palestine and Galilee as Secretary 
General for the General Secretariat for Christian Educational Institutions in Palestine for 
a term  of five years.

In the appointment letter, signed by Archbishop George Baq’uni, the  Assembly of bish-
ops entrusted the new Secretary General with the task of reviewing the secretariat bylaw 
and  the common pastoral plan of the secretariat before holding the next meeting of the 
Bishops due in March 2017.

Fr. Dr. Twal is 43 years old, a priest of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem. He holds a 
Masters Degree in Theoretical Philosophy and Political Philosophy from the Papal Lat-
eran University in Rome, and a PhD in theoretical philosophy and political philosophy. 
Last  August he was appointed as director-general of the Latin Patriarchate Schools in 
Palestine and Galilee.

Congratulations Fr. Iyad. We all wish you all the best.
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The 

Shepherds 

Choir sings 

the religious 

songs of the 

saint of 

singing, 

the famous 

Lebanese 

singer 

Wadie Al Safi     

Tunes From 

Heaven.

The Shepherds Choir sings the religious songs of the saint of 
singing, the famous Lebanese singer Wadie Al Safi  -   Tunes 
From Heaven.

On Sunday Nov.10, the Shepherds Choir of LPJ Schools in 
Palestine filled the skies of Bethlehem, the city of the Nativ-
ity, with Palestinian voices singing special Lebanese religious 
songs of the famous Lebanese singer Wadie Al Safi. The 
event was held at the theatre of the International Conference 
hall in Bethlehem under the title of  “Tunes From Heaven.”

The event was attended by Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal, the General Di-
rector of LPJ Schools in Palestine and Galilee, Rev. Dr. Mitri 
Raheb, pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church 
in Bethlehem and the director of the International Confer-
ence, Fr. Dr. Jamal Khader, rector of the Latin Patriarchate 
Seminary in Beit Jala, a large number of priests and sisters, 
the students of the Latin Patriarchate Seminary in Beit Jala 
and hundreds of Christians from all over the country.
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The masters of ceremonies at the event were Mr. Albert Hani , a parishioner of the an-
nunciation church in Beit Jala, and Miss Angie Saba, the director of the public relations 
department at Diyar consortium. They welcomed the audience, wished them an enjoy-
able spiritual evening and introduced the Shpeherds Choir. Then they gave a glimpse 
about the life and works of saint of singing Wadie Al Safi. 

The evening was started with a prayer by Fr. Samer Madanat who compared the singing 
of the shepherds at the time when Jesus was born to the songs which are going to be 
sung again at the very same place by the Shepherds Choir and added that we ask for 
peace to prevail in the land of peace through prayer, praise and singing.

Rev. Dr Mitri Rahed welcomed the choir and the audience and talked about the most 
important stages in the life of the saint of singing and said that his original name was 
Wadie Francis, and that he was nicknamed Al Safi (The clear-voiced) due to the clarity 
of his voice. He also mentioned that in the year 2000, he invited Wadie Al Safie to come 
to Bethlehem and sing at the opening ceremony of the International Conference, but 
unfortunately it could not be realized. Yet it is being fulfilled this evening by singing his 
songs which he intended to sing at that time, to make up for the disappointment of the 
year 2000. He added that the disappointments which Wadie Al Safi faced in his country 
are the same as the ones we face in our country. During his life he was hoping for peace, 
and so are we now.
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The musicians and the singers were all Palestinian, the conductor was Mr. George Salsa’ 
and the vocalists, who came from various parts  of Palestine were: Dr. Charlie Abu Sa’da 
from Beit Sahour, Jacob Shahin from Bethlehem,Wasim Abdullah from Zababeh, Sandra 
Al Haj from Ibillin and Jane Shomali  from Beit Sahour.  Glimpses  about the life of the 
saint of singing were delivered between songs.

Some of the  solo songs which each of the singers sang in turn were : The Lord’s Prayer, 
The Lord is my light and salvation, Sanctus, O Mary mother of God, The Ten Command-
ments, Lord listen to my words, I rejoice when you call me, O Mary our mother. The audi-
ence were so much impressed with the music and the singing that they stood up as a sign 
of respect and appreciation for these Palestinian voices and applauded  loudly.

At the end of the evening, Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal  thanked the International Conference and 
Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb for hosting this event, he also thanked the singers, the musicians 
and the choir, especially the conductor Mr. George Salsa’ and wished them all the best in 
their career. In a kind gesture, Fr. Iyad asked the audience to stand up as a sign respect 
and appreciation for the great effort the choir, the singers, the players and the conductor 
exerted for the success of this event. 
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Olive 

 Harvest 

2016

on

LPJ

Schools

October is here and it brings with it a very important national 
occasion. It is the month of olive harvest. In October olives 
ripen and become ready to be picked. Olive trees, dotting the 
hillsides, terraces and valleys of Palestine, are more than just a 
symbol of Palestinian rootedness, the olive trees are the roots 
in the land. Olive harvest is a joyful family affair. Out come the 
tarps and ladders, tractors, donkeys and pickup trucks and 
the harvest begins. Farmers go to their fields at dawn carrying 
long ladders and tarps to spread under the trees so that the 
picked olives fall on them, which makes them easier to collect 
and funneled into burlap bags to take the oil press. Picking 
olives is not an easy job, but it is very enjoyable. 

Schools are closed down for a day to give the students the 
chance to help their families in picking the olives. Those who 
do not have their own olive trees usually volunteer to help 
their neighbors and friends. At noon, the whole family and the 
volunteers stop working and sit down on the ground for tea 
and a lovely lunch which tastes really different and even more 
delicious. Women also do their share in the work. They gather 
the picked olives and separate those which are to be pickled 
from those which are to be sent to the oil press to extract 
the precious, nourishing virgin olive oil, which is universally 
acknowledged to be the best kind of oil. There is no other 
food that can rival the olive oil for its role in cultures through-
out history. The olive tree is revered as sacred and immortal; 
its branches symbolize peace ever since the dove returned 

to Noah’s Ark with an olive 
leaf in its mouth; its fruit is 
regarded as an indispens-
able food, and its oil signi-
fies prosperity and purity. 
Besides its various culinary 
uses, it has been an es-
sential element in religious 
ritual across cultures such 
as lighting the oil lamps in 
some churches, mainly the 
Orthodox churches, and 
in some rites such as the 
extreme unction, chrism, 
confirmation, priests ordi-

nation, and in consecration of a new altar and others.
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Olives have a two-year cycle with a good season year followed by an off-season. Vil-
lagers, visitors and volunteers can pick up some of the best treasures that Palestinian 
artisan farming can produce. It is an international, multi-ethnic and interfaith event.
The olive tree is considered a sacred tree in this part of the world. It is the symbol of our 
steadfastness and clinging to our land with tooth and nail despite the harsh political con-
ditions that pervade in the region. It is the symbol of our unity. Through the olive tree we 
fight emigration which results in vacating the land. Many things have been said about the 
olive trees, such as:

«The olive tree is surely the richest gift of heaven.»    
Thomas Jefferson”

 «I like the olive tree for what it symbolizes, first of all, peace with its 
leaves and joy with its golden oil.»  

Aldous Huxley

 “And peace proclaims olives of endless age.»  
 William Shakespeare, Sonnet 107

“And wine that maketh glad  the heart of man and oil to make his face 
shine.”  Psalm 93

Besides benefitting from its fruit, we also benefit greatly from its wood. Its chopped 
branches in pruning are used as fuel and for making the best kinds of charcoal, as well 
as for making the famous olive wood carvings.  Some olive trees are hundreds of years 
old, and some are over a thousand years old, yet they still yield fruit, and the Palestin-
ians still press their olives to extract the precious oil which is considered a very important 
dish on every breakfast table throughout Palestine. It is usually dipped with thyme, or 
sometimes with sugar. Another famous Palestinian dish mainly prepared in this season is 
Musakhan which consists of taboun bread soaked in olive oil and topped with rich serv-
ing of sautéed onions spiced with sumac, roasted almonds and roasted chicken.

Regretfully, the Israeli occupation is not only damaging the lives of the Palestinians, it is 
also damaging their economy by uprooting thousand of olive trees for “security reasons”, 
and the settlers of the neighboring Israeli settlements have brought their aggressive ata-
vism  to the neighboring  Arab villages by cutting down and  burning thousands of olive 
trees which, in most cases, are the main, if not the only source of living for hundreds of 
Palestinian families.

On this national occasion, LPS students all over the country contribute their fair share in 
picking the olives and the kindergarteners also take part in the process by seasoning the 
olives in brine to make them edible after a few weeks. Many schools take the kindergar-
teners and the primary classes to the oil press to watch how olive oil is extracted from 
the olives
Welcome October, herald of winter, and bearer of blessings.
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Our Schools and olive Harvest

Bir Zeit

Zababdeh
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Nablus

Jenin
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Jifna

Aboud
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Beit Sahour

Beit Jala
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 Our Schools IN October

Aboud
Song of the Colours of 

the Palestinian Flag

In  a practical application of the lesson “The flag of my country, Palestine” in the subject of the 
National Education curriculum, Aboud LPJ school staged an activity during their morning assem-
bly for the students of the third grade. The activity included singing the song of the colors of the 
national Palestinian flag, and drawing posters of the flag. They also participated in the morning 
broadcast and talked about the importance of the flag to the Palestinians because it symbolizes 
the Arab Palestinian people.

Arabic synonyms and 
antonyms in cards 

through playing

The second grade Arabic teacher at Aboud 
LPJ  School staged a model class period on 
the subject of Arabic synonyms and antonyms 
by using cards. She also applied the same 
method of teaching by using cards to teach 
reading for the first -graders.This method of 
teaching is very important  for understanding 
the subject and consolidating the concept.
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Celebrating the International Day for Elderly People

On Saturday October 1st, LPJ School in Aboud celebrated the international day for elderly peo-
ple. During the morning assembly the school principal Mrs.Intisar Fawadleh  delivered a speech 
about the elderly and the importance of respecting the old people who should be considered an 
example for all of us, because they have passed through several experiences in their lives, and 
we should listen to their advice and directions, and  show them all respect, love and apprecia-
tion due to their role in society. Some of the students also delivered speeches about the role of 
the elderly and their importance in the society and the duty of securing their needs, respect and 
appreciate them.
In application of this occasion, the school principal and the health department in the school ac-
companied the eighth-graders for a visit to an elderly lady and her elderly brother in the town so 
as to make them feel their importance and respect, and wished them a long, healthy life. The 
elderly hosts were very pleased with this visit and expressed their gratitude and appreciation for 
this kind gesture.

Observing World  
Cleanliness Day

LPJ School in Aboud observed the world 
cleanliness day. The activity commenced dur-
ing the morning assembly through the school 
broadcast by the students reading articles 
about cleanliness and its importance in the 
lives of the students both in the school and 
at home as well. Then students cleaned the 
school facilities and playgrounds. 

This activity will continue until the end of this 
month due to the strong belief in the impor-
tance of raising the hygienic standard through 
cooperation in maintaining the beauty, safety 
and cleanliness of the school and the positive 
reflection of cleanliness on the students’ lives 
and the environment as well
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The First Student’s Parents  Council Meeting 
and electing a new Council

On Saturday October  8th, 2016, Aboud LPJ School 
administration held its first meeting with the students’ 
parents and the students’ parents council. The school 
principal, the staff and a large number of the students’ 
parents attended the meeting. The school Principal 
welcomed the parents and thanked them for accepting 
the invitation. She presented an evaluation of the past 
year, and the plan for the new school year. Several 
educational and academic issues were discussed, es-
pecially about the application of the new curriculum for 
this year. At the end of the meeting the School principal 
thanked the members of the previous students’ par-

ents council, and a new council was elected for the school year 2016/2017.The school principal 
drew the attention of the new council to the importance of the role of the council and asserted 
on the continuity of interrelationship between the school and the parents for the benefit of the 
students, the parents and the school, and for the a better application of the educational process.

A visit to the Palestinian 
Museum of Bir Zeit 

University 
On Tuesday Oct. 11, the fifth-graders of Aboud 
LPJ School paid  a visit to the  Palestinian Muse-
um at Bir Zeit University. The visit included watch-
ing the wild plants and participating in drawing 
and art, then the  students were offered a free 
meal. Bir Zeit University museum is considered 
a new kind of museum. Since its founding it has 
the vision which leads to the development of the 
society and to encourage culture and art among 
the students of the University and Palestinian so-
ciety in general, and to create a tangible space 
to promote collectibles and art collections. The 
museum includes an electronic library, scenes 
from museums, works of artist, lectures, art con-
ferences, data base and a collection of some 
rare plants which are rarely seen in nature. The 
students’ visit to the museum comes within the 
context of knowing the importance of museums 
in Palestinian society, and in spreading their hu-
manitarian message to all the people to realize 
the Palestinian roots in this land which helps the 
students to know the history and civilization of 
the land on which they live.
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Fr.Dr. Iyad Twal Visits Aboud LPS
 

On Wednesday, October 19,  Fr.Dr. Iyad Twal , the General Director of LPJ schools in Palestine 
and Galilee, paid a visit to Aboud LPJschool. The visit comes within the framework of his visits to 
LPJ schools in Palestine and Galilee after his appointment as General Director of LPJ Schools. 
He was received by the school principal Mrs. Intisar Fawadleh who briefed him about the school, 
its facilities and needs, and answered the questions he asked her about the school. Then he met 
with the teachers and listened to their demands, then he toured the school facilities and visited 
the religious sisters. At the end of his visit he wished the administration and the teachers a suc-
cessful and uneventful new school year.
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Beit Sahour We play, we have fun 
and we learn.

The first grade Arabic and Maths teachers 
staged an educational two subject interactive 
classroom activity for the first grade students of 
the first grade. It  included revision of the Arabic 
letters (ر,د,ب) (R,D,B ) in order to establish the 
concept of these letters because some students 
sometimes find difficulty in distinguishing them 
from other, almost similar, letters of the alpha-
bet. The activity also included counting forward 
and backward. The activity aimed at instilling the 
concepts through playing, having fun and learn-
ing.

The sense of taste  activity for 
the students of Grade One

The science teacher at LPJ School in Beit Sahour staged an activity for the students of grade 
one about the sense of taste and the organ responsible for this sense. A communal breakfast, 
which included various kinds of food which the students brought from their homes was prepared 
by the students . During breakfast, a work paper was given out to the students to classify the 
kinds of food each according to its taste. This was a practical demonstration that the tongue is 
the organ responsible for the sense of taste.
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Foot examination in 
cooperation with Celina 
Physiotherapy Center 

In cooperation with Celina center for physiotherapy & 
rehabilitation LPJ School in Beit Sahour staged an ac-
tivity to examine the feet of the  kindergarten children  
and the students of grades one to four. The students’ 
feet were examined for free by a specialized team in 
foot care. Also the vertebral columns were examined 
for the sake of early discovery of any problems in the 
feet or the back which would later on affect the vertebral 
column. The team advised the students on how to take 
care of their feet and their backs.

The importance of breakfast 
The fifth grade teacher Khuloud Kheir at Beit Sahour  LPJ School, staged a communal breakfast  
for the fifth-graders which was prepared and brought from the students homes. The students 
themselves prepared the healthy breakfast under the teacher’s supervision. The teacher pointed 
to the importance of breakfast for the students in particular because it supplies the body with 
the required energy for the day’s work. She advised the students to eat healthy food and to stay 
away from artificial foods which contain preservatives that affect the productivity of the student 
in his work and studies. The breakfast prepared by the children included healthy natural food 
such as olive oil and thyme, labaneh, hummos, broad beans and  fattoush (salad with bread and 
white goat cheese), and some fresh vegetables as cucumbers and  tomatoes because of their 
nutritional value. The teacher asserted again the importance of breakfast for our health and that 
a sound mind is in a sound body.
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Paper recycling activity in cooperation with 
the Wild Life Society.

The wildlife Society director Mr. Imad Qumsiyyeh paid a visit to Beit Sahour LPJ School to carry 
out an experiment on recycling paper. This activity comes within the IT curriculum activities for 
grade 5 and  depends mainly on practical experiments carried out by the students themselves in 
cooperation with local societal societies, to enhance better understanding of IT curriculum activi-
ties.

A field trip to 
the wilderness 
of Bethlehem 

Beit  Sahour LPJ School staged a field trip for 
the 11th graders to the eastern side of the Beth-
lehem wilderness. The trip included visiting 
the Jordan Valley, the Bedouin tent, the shrine 
of the prophet Moses, the Baptism Site, Deir 
Hajla convent, and the monastery of the Mount 
of Temptation along a cliff overlooking the city 
of Jericho and the Jordan Valley. This activity 
comes in cooperation with the Pontifical Mission 
in Jerusalem, and was implemented by the Wild 
Life Society in Palestine through student mem-
bers of the project .

The field trip is considered one the most impor-
tant trips made by the school because it is done  
in a desert region of great religious importance  
and must therefore be visited to conserve our 
heritage and traditions.
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The student council stages a sports activity.
In cooperation with the sports department at Beit Sahour LPJ School, the staged a sports day 
which included basketball matches between a team of boys and girls students against a team of  
boys and girls students from grades 8-12.
This activity, which included female players in the team, is the first of its kind. It is to prove that 
the females are capable of competing with men in all fields, including sports. It is worth mention-
ing that the match was very enthusiastic and that the female players did their fair share in the 
match.

Reciting the Rosary for peace in Syria and the world 
A mass was held in Our Lady of Fatima Latin Church in Beit Sahour to pray for peace in Syria 
and the whole world. Before the Mass, the students joined millions of children around the world 
in reciting the Rosary for peace in Syria and the whole world .
As you know, Syria has been suffering a state of war for over five years during which the children 
suffered and bore the brunt of the war. Also, various regions in the Middle East and elsewhere 
are war zones, and the innocent people,  especially the children, are impacted severely by these 
evil wars.
Today, the children of Palestine prayed, not only for themselves, but also for the suffering chil-
dren of Syria and the oppressed children around the world so that peace prevails upon them. 
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A trip to Ush Ghurab 
On the occasion of the World Animal Day, the wildlife society staged 
a program for Beit Sahour LPJ school students which included ob-
serving animals and and learning more about them. This was fol-
lowed by a floor show presented by the Inad Theatre artist, Khaled 
Massou. from Inad Theatre.The first and third-graders, their teach-
ers and the social worker participated in this activity.

The World Animal Day was started by Heinrich Zimmermann, and 
is celebrated on October 4, to align with the feast day of Saint Francis of Assisi, patron saint of 
animals and ecology. It is believed that World Animal Day started in 1931 at the convention of 
ecologists in Florence, Italy who wished to highlight the plight of endangered species. 
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Bir Zeit

 Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal, the director-general of LPJ schools in Palestine and Galilee, paid a visit to Bir 
Zeit LPJ School. He was received by the school principal, Mrs. Rawand Abed Musallam, and 
the members of the administrative and teaching staff. Fr. Iyad toured the facilities of the school 
and met with employees, teachers and students. Then he held a meeting with the teachers and 
listened to their demands and their future outlook.

At the end of the meeting, Mrs. Musallam, the school principal, thanked Fr. Iyad for this visit 
which means a lot to the teachers and the students as well. Fr. Iyad thanked the principal and the 
staff for their warm welcome and the efforts they put forth to educate the students, congratulated 
them on the occasion of the beginning of the new school year and wished them a  successful, 
prosperous and memorable school year.

Fr. Iyad Visits the school
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The senses of taste and 
hearing in two different 

activities 
The teacher of the subject, National and 
Life Education at Bir Zeit LPJ School, 
staged two different activities for the stu-
dents of grade one, the first on the sense 
of taste and the second on the sense of  
hearing (sound), and the organs respon-
sible for these senses. 

The students brought some fruits and 
juices from their homes in order to rec-
ognize the sense of taste in a practical 
experiment.

The students also brought some card-
board boxes and worked on them to pro-
duce various sounds in order to become 
acquainted with the sense of hearing.

Voluntory activity on the school grounds 
The teacher of the “National Upbringing” class at LPJ School in Bir Zeit staged a  voluntary activ-
ity for the third-graders during the period of the National Upbringing class. 

The activity was to clean the school grounds. This activity was meant to enhance the concept of 
teamwork and to encourage cooperation among the students, and to urge them to do voluntary 
work not only inside the school but also in practical life, because of its importance to our Pales-
tinian community.
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A marathon under the slogan of  
«Pardoning and forgiveness»

The sports committee at Bir Zeit LPJ school staged the 2016 marathon under the slogan of  «Par-
doning and forgiveness»  for the students from grade one to grade six.

The marathon started at the early morning hours with a speech delivered by the school principal. 
She pointed out to the importance of pardoning and forgiveness in our lives and how to imple-
ment them in our school and practical life, and also to learn ways to accept others. The participat-
ing students ran through the streets of the town until they reached the school.
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Students’ mothers partici-
pate in implementing kinder-

garten activities
 
In a special activity for the kindergarteners of Bir 
Zeit LPJ School, the mothers of the childrens’ 
mothers were invited to participate in an activity, 
the first of its kind. The activity was to make a 
picture frame by using cardboard.

According to the Kindergarten Activities 2016-
2017 plan, the kindergarteners’ mothers are in-
vited to spend two or more hours, once a month, 
to help in the implementation of their children 
activities, and watch their children carry out 
these activities in their presence.

The initial participation activity was made by 
the mothers of kindergärtners Claritta Musallam 
and Nawal Ziadeh.

The activity is designed to inform parents of their 
children’s work in the kindergarten.

Reviving  the Palestinian Heritage  Day 
On the occasion of the Palestinian Heritage Day, the Bir Zeit LPJ school staged a number of 
heritage activities through the school’s morning broadcast. The students delivered speeches on 
the importance of preserving the Palestinian heritage of costumes and and popular Palestinian 
cuisine.

At the end of the celebration, the students gathered around a a Palestinian breakfast table con-
sisting of several Palestinian heritage kinds of food such as  falafel, Olive oil and thyme,  and 
sesame cakes  of Jerusalem
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Ein Arik
A sports and recreational 

activity
Within the framework of cooperation between 
Ein Arik LPJ school, and “Zaizafonah” maga-
zine association, the school staged a recre-
ational and sports activity for the third-grad-
ers. The event included various sports and 
recreational activities. This activity comes in 
compliance with the curriculum of Life Up-
bringing and National Education.

Mass beginning the new year 2016 /2017
 LPJ School in Ein Arik celebrated the mass of beginning of the new school year 2016-2017. The 
Mass was officiated by Fr. Aziz Halaweh, the  Parish priest  of Ein Arik. 
The Mass was attended by the religious sisters, the administration and staff. In his sermon Fr. 
Halaweh thanked God for the beginning of this school year, and he urged the students  to  for-
give and  to have mercy in the school life as a way to apply this year’s motto, announced by His 
Holiness, Pope Francis. He also urged the students to work hard on their studies and  offered 
them bits of advice about respecting others, love and acceptance of others, and to adopt Chris-
tian  qualities. Finally, he wished all the students a successful, prosperous and school year.
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Jenin

On Saturday October 15th, the principle of Jenin LPJ kindergarten, Mrs. Sawsan Al Pasha, met 
with the mothers of the kindergarteners at the Kindergarten hall, to discuss various educational 
issues and how parents  can better communicate with each other and with the school.

Several other educational issues were discussed on the importance of intercommunication with 
the kindergarteners parents. The principal pointed out that the educational process in all its as-
pects and dimensions is an equation of interacting elements whose roles are  equally shared 
among several parties, the most important of which is the family, the kindergarten administra-
tion, the teachers and the society. All these parties  cooperate in all aspects to facilitate the 
implementing of this educational message as best as possible, in order to achieve the desired 
goals. She asserted that these goals cannot be accomplished without strengthening the link and 
building bridges of communication between home and kindergarten. She added that education 
is a societal issue in which all concerned parties should participate whether be it the home, the 
kindergarten or the society with all its members and societies. The objective which the kinder-
garten is pursuing is to remain hand in hand with the children’s parents in all aspects in order to 
shape and crystallize the child’s distinctive  personality to enable him to cope with life’s problems 
with rigidity and strength, as well as to solve any problems and prevent their recurrence. She 
also pointed out that the parental role is to complete the kindergarten role in preparing the child 
for school .
At the end of the meeting, the principal thanked the mothers for their attendance and stressed 
the importance of continuing of such meetings.

First meeting with
the kindergarteners mothers 
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The Palestinian Society for Foot Care in Jenin paid a supervisory medical visit to LPJ,  Al Hayat, 
Kindergarten in Jenin. The children’s feet were examined and the necessary medical reports 
were issued to the headmistress to inform the parents about their children’s feet conditions; a 
medical follow-up by a specialist was recommended for the children with foot problems .

The kindergarteners first medical check up

Jenin  LPJ, Al Hayat, kindergarten staged a day that highlighted healthy 
meals to encourage the children to eat healthy food.
Some of these meals were the different kinds of salad which are con-
sidered some of the most important meals, as they contain several 
kinds of nutritious vegetables.
Through this activity, the different kinds of vegetables necessary to 
make these dishes were identified. Salads are considered the most 
important hors oeuvre offered by restaurants for their customers.

Healthy meals 
Explained for 
the kindergar-

teners
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LPJ Al Hayat kindergarten in Jenin staged several heritage activities on the occasion of the Pal-
estinian heritage day. The activities included  a show of Palestinian folk costumes, heritage tools 
and collectibles, folklore dancing, and popular dishes and popular songs. The activity was carried 
out by the children themselves. The kindergarten principal and the teachers attended the event.

This activity is to revive the Palestinian Heritage Day through which the children are informed 
about Palestinian heritage and the type of life that prevailed in Palestinian society during previous 
Palestinian eras.  The Kindergarten is keen on reviving the Palestinian Heritage Day to empha-
size  that we are committed to revive the Palestinian Heritage Day through informing our children 
of this inventory and cultural heritage which is our address, our identity, our flag , our national 
anthem and our history.

At the end of the celebration, the kindergarten principal delivered a speech to the audience and 
the children in which she showed that the Palestinian heritage is the melting point and the cultural 
ray that shapes our identity. She pointed out that the genius of our heritage was clear through 
inventing various forms and patterns which formed the basis for intellectual creativity. 

Celebrating the Palestinian Heritage Day
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Jifna

Jifna LPJ School, in cooperation with the Society of the Ladies of Jifna and the Mobile Service 
Society staged a recreational day for the students. The event included various sports and rec-
reational activities. This activity is to get out of the daily school routine and to change the at-
mosphere of the daily life of the school, and to enhance friendship and cooperation among the 
students.

The recreational day for the 
first semester 

Celebrating the Feast 
of the Holy Rosary

Jifna LPJ School celebrated the 
feast of the Holy Rosary. The school 
administration and staff paid a visit 
to the religious sisters to wish them 
a happy feast, and they in turn dis-
tributed candy and sweets to the 
students.

Tthe Rosary Sisters serve in all 
the parishes in Palestine, Galilee 
and Jordan, especially in teaching 
the religion classes in all the LPJ 
schools. 
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Jifna LPJ School staged the student council elections. The students voted 
for their nominees for the student council. This activity attempts to enhance 
democratic values and the spirit of cooperation spirit among the student.  
Mr.Wisam, the school principal, congratulated those elected to the council 
for winning the student trust and confidence in choosing them as their coun-
cil representatives. He wished success to the new council in representing 
the students. He also urged the members of the new council to set a good 

example to their fellow students, and highly praised the efforts exerted by the students and the 
teachers for their work to make this day a success.

Students’ 
Council 

Elections 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


36 Oct - 2016English  Issue 33

LPS 
Palestine and Galilee

The teacher of the “National Upbringing” subject at Jifna LPJ school explained a lesson about 
Palestinian heritage and its importance for the Palestinian people.

He teacher explained that heritage is not merely the nature and the national characteristics of a 
certain civilization, but it is much deeper. It expresses the identity and moral history oof a certain 
ancient civilization. since the ancient ages. Many civilizations ruled certain regions. Their pres-
ence and lengthy duration created heritages which are considered the sole means and distinc-
tive imprints that gave civilizations their personality through which we can deduce and infer their 
greatness through architectural structures, buildings, traditions and legends handed down to us.

Consequently, we Palestinians, have our own history and heritage to which this land bears wit-
ness. A nation without heritage is a nation without future. Our heritage is authentic and has its 
roots deep in this land across time.
The students brought some traditional costumes such as embroidered women’s dresses, the 
men’s qumbaz (The old men’s trousers), the kufieh and the headband (The men’s headwear) 
and some of the agricultural tools that were used long ago in Palestine and which are considered 
some of the most important items of the Palestinian heritage. They are the story of a people.

Palestinian Heritage  lesson during the class of National 
Upbringing
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Nabus

Mrs. Diana Johari, the French teacher at St. Joseph Nablus LPJ School staged an activity during 
the French class for the 6th grade. The activity included designing posters that talk about France 
and depict the most well-known landmarks in the French capital Paris. During this activity the stu-
dents became acquainted with these landmarks, their history and their importance. This activity 
comes within the annual plan for teaching the French language and in promoting its concept. The 
students interacted very well with this activity, and some latent talents in drawing and speaking 
French emerged.

Posters picturing 
the landmarks of Paris

Creating Awareness: Education and Hygiene Activity at Al 
Quds University

The Education counselor at St. Joseph LPJ School, Nablus, in conjunction with Al Quds Univer-
sity, stage an awareness lecture for the seventh-graders entitled, (Physical, Emotional, Social 
and Behavioral changes occurring in adolescents and how to deal with them). The university 
students carried out an eye examination for the fourth-graders as a kind of health guidance on 
how to care for the eye and the importance of early diagnosis, and to avoid problems that could 
harm harm their sight.
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Within the activities staged by the Educational Councilor at St. Joseph’s 
LPJ School in Nablus, The school hosted Dr. Nu’man Hanbali, expert in 
medical and biological systems and in family consultation, to deliver a lec-
ture to the students of grade twelve, titled of “The Road to Success.” he 
touched upon several topics, the most important of which was the different 
kinds of intelligence and the importance of knowing how to develop it, and 
its importance in choosing academic and practical specializations.

He addressed the students’ expectations and showed the importance of 
having a dream and goal in order to succeed in life. Dr.Hambali also point-
ed out the importance of knowing oneself and drawing a plan for one’s 
life, and indicating the necessity of relying on the others in planning your 
life for you because that will definitely lead to failure on the personal level. 
He also touched upon the main basis of success such as health, nutrition, 
sports, and life’s domestic (family), cognitive and religious aspects. He 
stressed the importance of planning and the creative imagination because 
these are the bases of success in life.

A lecture 

Entitled 

“ The road 

to Success” 

for grade 12 
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Knights and Dames of the Order visit LPJ School 
An England group of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem, led by H.E. 
Bishop Malcolm and Fr. Mark, visited Nablus LPJ  St. Joseph School. The group was received 
by Fr. Simon Hijazin, the Parish Priest of Rafidya-Nablus and the school principal Mrs. Abeer 
Hanna who welcomed them on behalf of Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal, the General Director of LPJ Schools 
in Palestine and Galilee ,the administration , the staff and the students. She highly evaluated the 
importance of this visit and briefed the group about the school. The group enjoyed watching the 
school troupe dance Dabkeh (Folklore Arab dance),listened  to a Palestinian folklore song and 
a recital.

His Excellency Bishop Malcolm thanked the school principal and the administration for their 
warm welcome. Fr. Mark talked about the importance of this visit in supporting LPJ schools  and 
evaluated the role played by these schools. 

At the end of visit, the group toured the school facilities and talked to the teachers and some of 
the students.
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Within the framework of the annual plan of the English Department at St. 
Joseph LPJ School in Nablus, and  in order to encourage creativity and 
activity among the students, the department staged various projects in 
English entitled “Report a Festival.”

The students were divided into groups, and each group sponsored an 
idea of writing a report about festivals in any Palestinian city or town in 
English.
Hadil Ahmad, the English teacher, followed up the students and evalu-
ated their work and encouraged them to use new methods and ideas to 
present their projects in different ways. The students did all the planning 
and communications necessary to complete the project.

Writing 

 reports about 

festivals in 
Palestinian 

cities 
in English

Handmade objects made 
from environment friendly 

waste materials.
Nablus LPJ St Joseph School 4th grade teacher 
Rula Qawwa’ staged an activity which included 
handicraft work about  Arab nationality and its 
relation with the state of Palestine.  The students 
made objects from recyclable materials and 
environment-friendly and other waste materials 
about the historical places in historical Palestine 
to show their importance and to encourage tour-
ism to Palestine. 

The main objective of this activity is to learn the 
names of Arab countries and the Arab Capitals, 
and to use natural materials that do not harm 
the environment, as well as knowing about the 
historical places in Palestine through pictures. 
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Drugs and their effects: a lecture for tenth graders
Nablus LPJ, St. Joseph School  in cooperation with the Palestinian Red Crescent society and the 
public relations department of the Police headquarters in Nablus governorate held an awareness 
lecture for the tenth-graders about the harmful effects of drugs.

The lecture dealt with the most important personal characteristics of the addicts, how to recog-
nize them, and the motives that make the drug addict take drugs. The lecture also touched on the 
behavioral, physical, social and economic impacts on the individual in particular and the society 
in general, and ways of preventing this plague by abstaining from or dealing with the causes that 
make a person take drugs, and to enhance the religious deterrent and filling leisure time with 
activities (reading, sports, art, music, crafts) beneficial for the individaul and society.
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Ramallah

Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal, the director-general of LPJ schools in Palestine and Galilee, paid a visit to 
the LPJ School -AL Ahliyyah College- in Ramallah. He was received by Fr. Ibrahim Shomali, 
the school principal, and the teaching staff. He toured the school to become acquainted with its 
facilities, met with the teaching staff, students and employees. He also visited the kindergarten, 
met with the teachers and listened to their concerns and demands. In the morning assembly, Fr. 
Ibrahim Shomali welcomed Fr. Iyad and described him as a dear and special guest of the school, 
the teachers, students and employees. Fr. Iyad met with the teaching staff and listened to their 
Demands sounds too harsh and cold.

At the end of the meeting Fr. Iyad thanked Fr. Abraham and the administrative and educational 
staff  for their warm welcome and hospitality, and congratulated the school on its achievements 
and it›s continuous progress, and wished them a positively memorable school year full of suc-
cess and progress.

LPJ schools General Direc-
tor pays a visit to Al Ahliyyah 

College 
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Participating in Qalandia International Festival 
In cooporation with the environmental committee of Qalandia’s International Festival, the 10th 
graders at  Ramallah LPJ School, Al Ahliyyah College, participated in this festival which was 
held at (Hosh Kandah) in Ramallah. Several paintings by Palestinian and foreign artists were 
displayed under the title of “The Right of Return,”  and the slogan, “This Sea is Mine”
The activities of Qalandia’s Festival for this year depend mainly on visual arts, especially produc-
ing artistic works through various means and exhibitions. They also include movies, workshops, 
discussion groups, field trips, launching books and musical performances. Palestinian and inter-
national artists participate in this festival. This event is widely covered by the local and interna-
tional media. 

Voluntary work by 
the eleventh-graders

LPJ School in Ramallah-Al Ahliyyah 
College staged a voluntary work for the 
students of grade 11, scienctific stream 
and humanitarian science stream, in 
cooperation with “The schools Pulse 
Association” and the society of “The 
Friends of the Society.”  
Our students, along with the students 
of the other schools in Ramallah and 
Bireh Governorate cleaned the cem-
etery of Bireh. 
This activity was carried out to enhance 
the concept of voluntary work among 
the youth since the voluntary work is 
one of the most important human val-
ues which we need in our society  to 
express the feeling of our belonging to 
this land. Our students embodied this 
concept and were partners in this pio-
neer activity.
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A visit to “Revive the Family Society”
Under the supervision of the English teacher Diana Basir,  the students of grade eleven at  LPJ 
school -AL Ahliyyah College paid a visit to “Revive the Family Society”. The purpose of the visit 
was to become acquainted with the national role of this society  and to write a special project in 
the English about the role of this society.

The visit included the various facilities of the society which forms a living example on the stead-
fastness and struggle of our people. The society, born from the womb of suffering, raises the 
banner of a united and cooperative people whose emblem is education and work. It looks for-
ward to an independent Palestinian society that enjoys freedom where social justice prevails, 
where women play an active role in the process of building and development through developing 
of developmental, educational and cultural projects that are in line with the most modern scien-
tific and technological techniques and advances which commensurate with the requirements of 
the Palestinian society, and which enhance the stage of economic independence as a national 
policy. 

The main purpose, therefore, of the project is that the students get acquainted with the Society’s 
role and, due to its importance, write in English a report about the issue on local and national lev-
els. The students must also write about the importance of the voluntary work this Society embod-
ies as a benevolent NGO, a voluntary society that works hard to achieve its patriotic, social and 
humanitarian god in preserving Palestinian identity and heritage. The voluntary work is designed 
to enhance Palestinian steadfastness on its land and to support its people’s journey to freedom 
and independence. The NGO further concentrates on the advancement of women and Palestin-
ian families through various services offered that are consistent with standards of contemporary 
democratic society, scientific and technological progress, especially in vocational and technical 
educations and other educational and industrial developmental activities.

The visit also aimed at enhancing the spirit of co-operation among the students through the team 
work in carrying out this project.
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 On Thursday October 6th, The teacher Wafa’Sa’ed  accompanied 
the 10th graders of LPJ School- Al Ahliyyah College In Ramallh 
for a visit to the Environmental Educational Center at Talitha Kumi 
campus in Beit Jala, Bethlehem Governorate. The students were 
informed how the birds are ringed and the number of the immigrant 
birds to Palestine which amounts to about five million birds a year. 
The monitoring and ringing station monitors all types of resident, 
visitor and migratory birds. Birds are caught and an identification 
ring is placed around their legs.
They also visited The National History Museum. The museum in-
cludes over 2,500 samples of fossilized and stuffed animals from 
Palestine with some specimens dating back to as far as 1902. The 
samples at the Museum are a scientific tool to study species, and 
an educational tool to help the students and the visitors learn more 

about Palestinian wildlife. The museum also protects Palestinian natural heritage and preserve 
a number of samples of species that are now endangered or extinct.

 Finally the students visited the botanical garden to become acquainted with the ecosystem, fau-
na and flora and trees, denizen and non-denizen, that form the faunal diversity in Palestine.  The 
Botanical Gardens showcases the local habitat of the West Jerusalem mountain range, including 
dozens of native trees, wild flowers and other plants. The garden includes rare and threatened 
species that draw the attention of researchers and visitors alike.

 After that, the students visited the city of Bethlehem and the Church of Nativity, and the city of 
Beit Sahour and the Shepherds Field.
This activity was in compliance with the Palestinian curriculum of “Become acquainted with the 
Palestinian environment on the ground”

A visit to 

the Environmental 

Centre at Talitha 

Kumi campus 

in Beit Jala 
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Electing the student council
 for the school year 2016/2017

In an atmosphere of democratic competition, the students  of grades seven to grade 11 at LPJ 
School Al Ahliyyah College in Ramallah elected their student council nominees for for the school 
year 2016/2017.

Fr. Ibrahim Shomali congratulated the elected for gaining the students’ confidence and wished 
them success in their mission as student representatives.  He urged them to set a good example 
for the students by diligence and good behavior. He also thanked the students and teachers who 
worked very heard to make these elections a success.

Before the elections, a debate was held among the nominees and they all agreed on one point 
that we must enhance patriotic and societal roles and stage activities in these respects.
 
We hope that we can open new horizons for our students and contribute to creating a generation 
whose motto would be “Education and work”
Congratulations to the winners
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On Thursday Oct.6,2016, Our girls handball team, along with 13 other teams from the different 
schools in Ramallah and Bireh governorate participated in the handball tournament for girls. Our 
girls’ team achieved third place in the tournament.

The students Evelyn Hamameh and Georgina Khourieh were elected as members of the team 
that will represent the governorate in future tournaments.

Taybeh The third position in the 
handball tournament for girls
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Zababdeh

A group of Knights of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem(OESSH), headed 
by Lieutenant Dr David L.G. Smith, paid a visit to the parish and LPJ School in Zababdeh.

The group was met by the Parish priest and School principal Fr. Ibraham Nino who accompanied 
the delegation in a tour around the school facilities, and to meet with the teachers. The group 
met with the students during recess, and Dr. David talked one-on-one with the students, on the 
playground.

 The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem is considered one of the important 
Catholic societies around the world that protect and support the Church of the Holy Land 
Thank God for the supporters and we ask for them all the blessings and good,.

Knights of the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre 

of Jerusalem visit the School
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An American Evangelical Episcopal 
delegation visits the school.

Zababdeh LPJ School principal Fr. Ibraham Nino and the school staff received an American 
delegation  from the Evangelical Episcopal Church accompanied  by Rev. Salim Diwani, pastor 
of Zababdeh St. Mathew Evangelical Episcopal Church. The purpose of this visit is to become 
acquainted with town of Zababdeh  in  general  and LPJ School in particular as they  sponsor 
a number of students at LPJ School.  The delegation, accompanied by the school principal Fr. 
Ibrahim, toured the school facilities and met with the students.
Our deepest gratitude and appreciation to the delegation for their support and love for the school.
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The sports department at Zababdeh LPJ School 
staged a quintet football tournament for the el-
ementary stage for this year, 2016/2017, under 
the supervision of the sports teacher . Each class 
was represented by a team.

Football Quintets 
tournament for the 
elementary stage 

Simultaneous Mass
Under supervision of Fr. Rimon Haddad, the coordinator of the religion department at Zababdeh 
LPJ School, the religion department, in coordination with the different churches in the town, the 
Greek Orthodox, the Episcopal, the Melkite Greek Catholic and the Latin churches, agreed to 
hold a simultaneous Holy Mass for the students. After the morning assembly, and after broad-
casting the Palestinian National Anthem, the students and their teachers went each to his church 
to celebrate the Holy Mass, each according to his religious rite. The Masses were celebrated for 
the intention of the world peace and for the students to increase in wisdom, and in stature, and 
in favor with God and man.
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A Palestinian delegation of government and private kindergarten teachers from all the Palestin-
ian governorates, and a representative of the Palestinian Ministry of Education visited the Italian 
city of  Reggio Emilia for a two-week experience exchange in the kindergarten programsو and to 
become acquainted with the Reggio Emilia approach to Education programs for the kindergar-
ten. The delegation included the school principal Mr. Suhail Daibes and the kindergarten teacher 
Mrs Nuha Hodali. The objective of this program is to exchange experiences with the Italian kin-
dergarten teachers and to become acquainted with the modern developments in the advanced 
kindergarten program  followed in the Italian kindergartens.

The visit included visiting various Italian schools and kindergartens in the Reggio Emilia area 
and listening to lectures about the special kindergarten program followed in this area.
Mr. Daibes commented on this visit by saying that he hoped that the experience acquired from 
this visit will be beneficial for our kindergarteners.
IIt is noteworthy that the program in its second consecutive year will be held annually for the next 
ten years. One of our kindergarten teachers will participate in this program each year. Last year 
Miss Luna Mattar participated in the program, next year Mrs. Nadia Ibrahim will participate  and 
so on until all our kindergarten teachers have the chance to participate.

Beit Jala
Kindergarten Exchange 

Program in Italy
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The second position in the second schools olympics for 
the year 2016

LPJ School in Beit Jala achieved second place in the second School Olympics.  11 schools from 
all the governorates of the country participated in this event. The Olympics were held on the 
grounds and halls of “The Schools of the Future” in Ramallah. Our school participated in bas-
ketball, football, table tennis and track. The participating teams included both genders, and had 
an equal number of male and female players. The participating players were students of grades 
from 5 to 7, under the supervision of the school sports teachers Mr. Saher Musleh and Amer 
Kheir.

Mr. Suhail Daibes, the school principal, commented on the achievement and said that the details 
of these Olympics were late, and the decision to participate in them was taken 24 hours prior 
to the event, and that the result achieved was due to constant practice and preparation, and in 
believing in the importance of sports. 
In his congratulatory letter, the principal said, “I extend my cordial gratitude and appreciation to 
the administrative and teaching staff, to the students and their parents for the efforts they exerted 
for achieving this result, and for the true sportsmanship our student showed which attracted the 
appreciation of all”.
Congratulations to our participating students and the school for this honourable  result. Keep up 
the good work.
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The sports department at LPJ Elementary School staged a sports 
activity in cooperation with Life Gate Society, under the supervi-
sion of the sports teacher Mr. Saher Musleh. 
The activity included various recreational games to integrate stu-
dents with special needs with our students in society and school, 
and to come to know them closely and accept them as persons 
who have the right to learn and play just like any other person.
Life Gate Society cares for children with special needs. It is a kind 
of trade school that teaches them a trade to help integrate them in 
society and enable them to fend for themselves in the future. 

Recreational 

activity for the 

fifth-graders 

with life Gate

 Society 
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The school principal, Deacon Jeries Mansour, and the teachers of the secondary stage at Rama 
LPJ School accompanied the secondary stage students  on a field trip to the Faradiyyah natural 
reserve. Faradiyyah  wild natural reserve area is a depopulated Arabic village and an archeologi-
cal site which contains archeological mills, tombs carved in the rock and a shrine. In 1948 the 
armed Zionist organizations tore the village down and displaced its population of 800 inhabit-
ants. Most of the displaced inhabitants of Faradiyyeh took refuge in AL Ramah nearby village 
and they now live in a neighborhood  in the western part of the town. 
Faradiyyah region is considered a natural reserve with a rivulet about three kilometers long flow-
ing through its valley, The valley and the rivulet  form the border line between upper and lower 
Galilee in historical Palestine. The  Arabic name for this rivulet is Abu Mansoor Valley. The re-
mains of  Fardiyyah Village lie to the west of the river. It is now a natural reserve with a thicket 
of forest trees.
The trip was a very enjoyable event. Both the students and the teachers  enjoyed the day and 
benefitted from this visit. 

Rama
A recreational field trip to 

Al Faradiyyah area

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


55 Oct - 2016English  Issue 33

LPS 
Palestine and Galilee

A march to protest against violence and crime in the town.
In cooperation with Al Rama Local Council, the director of the Department of Education, the 
director of the Youth Department in the town, the school principals and LPJ School in Al Rama 
staged a march against violence and crime and killing that pervaded the town during the past few 
weeks. The March started from the Secondary Comprehensive School and marched towards 
LPJ School in Al Rama, where LPJ school students were waiting for them, and then they all 
marched  towards Al Rama local council.

At the forefront of the march were the chairman of the local council, the director of education in 
the village, principals of the preparatory and secondary schools, Deacon Jeries Mansour, the 
director of the Youth Department, members of the students’ parents council, teachers and stu-
dents and some locals.
During the march, the students carried posters that denounce violence in Al Rama and urging 
the inhabitants to be patient and implant love for each other. The march ended with a speech 
delivered by the chairman of the local council.
It is to be noted that during the past few weeks, violence which claimed the lives of some citizens 
broke out in AL Rama. LPJ Schools prays for the peace and safety of Al Rama.
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Kindergarten Teachers meet with the 
students’ parents

The administration of Al Ramah LPJ kindergarten held a meet-
ing with the kindergarteners parents. About 95% of the par-
ents attended the meeting.
During the meeting, various topics that concern the kinder-
garten were discussed such as the daily program for the kin-
dergarten and its importance in performing the required tasks 
through group work to enhance cooperation. The meeting also 
touched upon the various fields of knowledge such as math-
ematics, languags, science and technology, sports and arts, 
and how to implement them within the context of the subjects 
the children are learning, in addition to enriching topics such 
as music, English language, the library , art and story.  The 
objective of these subjects is to strengthen links and intercom-
munication between the children’s parents and the kindergar-
ten.

The program also included the skills of listening, intercommu-
nication, workshops, healthy food, which help in crystallizing 
the child‘s personality and prepare him to become a diligent 
student in the future educational process. The parents cooper-
ated well in implementing this program for the current school 
year due to its great importance in the child’s upbringing aca-
demically and socially.

Deacon Jeries Mansour, Principal of Al Rama LPJ School, met with 
Badi’a Ghandour, director of the Youth and Management Unit ,to 
draw plans for extracurricular activities  for the preparatory and sec-
ondary classes for the school year 2016-2017.

Four students were elected 
to represent the school in the 
town’s student council. Mrs 
Ghandour will meet with the stu-
dents of grades 8 and 9 for the 
youth leadership program, in 

addition to human development project for the grades sev-
en, eight and nine in cooperation with Anbex Company man-
ager Mr. Jalal Qadiri 

The school administration thanks the local council and the 
chairperson of the local Council of Rama and Mrs. Ghandour 
for supporting the school and for these important programs 
in the lives of our students and which will contribute to refining their personality and enhance 
their spirit of cooperation, work and perseverance.

The school 
administration 
meets with the 
director of the 

Youth and Man-
agement Unit.
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Meeting with parents of the preparatory class students
On Tuesday, October 18, the second meeting with the parents of the preparatory class students.  
was held. Most of the students’ parents attended the very successful and fruitful meeting. Several 
points aimed at improving the conditions of the students welfare were put forward and discussed. 
Some of these points were:

Emphasis on compliance with the rules and regulations of the school, teaching the student self-
reliance and independency in all aspects. Encouraging the students on social intercommunica-
tion, accepting the other, tolerance, helping the others, team work, making the necessary medical 
check-ups for the students such as eye examination and hearing examination, and other aca-
demic and social issues which help to improve the student›s personality throughout  the whole 
school year, and by means of which the school, in cooperation with parents, attempts to broaden, 
through rules and regulations, students’ horizons and understanding of events occurring around 
us and in our school.

On Monday October 17th, Al Rama LPJ school principal 
Deacon Jeries Mansour made an agreement with the 
artist Maria Mir’ib to start an extra-curricular activity for 
the kindergarteners due to begin this month. 

The objective of the extra-curricular activity is learning 
through music. Integrating music in teaching has a spe-
cial importance in developing the personality. 

Music is considered a very important educational sub-
ject in developing the child’s personality. Teaching with-
out including music in the curriculum is incomplete  and 
must be amended in the required form in the child’s life 
and personality.

moving with music for the kindergarteners 
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On Monday September 26th 2016 , the Mass that began the 2016/2017 school year and incorpo-
rated the blessing of Grade 12 students’ graduation was celebrated. Was held. This has become 
a school tradition and an integral part of the commencement exercises held at the end of every 
year at Reneh LPJ school. The Mass was officiated by Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal, General Director of  
LPJ Schools in Palestine and Galilee and concelebrated by Fr. Elias Odeh, the school general  
headmaster.The Mass was attended by Mrs Yvette Sayegh, principal of the secondary stage, Mr. 
Nimmer Barancy, the principal of the elementary stage, The rosary Rosary Sisters, the teachers 
of grade 12 and the students of grade 12.

The Mass began with the students of grade 12 walking down the aisle in single file, each carrying 
his graduation robe on his arms to present at the Altar of the Lord, indicating that they have not 
only grown up in age, but they have also increased in wisdom, stature and favor as well.

Reneh Mass of blessing the  
graduation robes
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The students were active in their participation in celebrating the Holy Mass. One of the stu-
dents read, the readings and the psalm. Inspired by the readings, they declared themselves the 
generation of peace. The presented their requests to God to grant them the ability to be peace 
seekers, so that they can pass on from the darkness  of repudiation and apathy to the light of 
the renewed love and from the darkness of rancor to the joys of  forgiveness, peace and unity.
In his sermon, Fr. Iyad gave the students  advice and directions and wished them a new school 
year full of success and progress. He thanked the administration for this kind gesture.
The Mass ended with the word of thanks delivered  by the school principal Mrs. Yvette Sayegh 
to Fr. Iyad  for his presence, and coming from Jerusalem especially to participate in this Mass. 
She also thanked Fr. Elias  for his constant presence and support. She thanked the choir and 
the teachers Samer Khsheiboun and ‘Ula Qanaze’  for their efforts in presenting always the best 
and most beautiful hymns. Finally, she thanked the teachers and  the students for their presence 
and active participation in the Mass.
After the Mass, the students celebrated with the priests and the class teachers by cutting the 
cake of the 21st graduation class.
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With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equipment, 
school supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.

You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her 
tuition!

If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem, the bank details are below.

For our friends in Europe:
General Director : Rev Iyad Twal - itwal@lpj.org

www.latin-schools.org
************************************************************

Pax-Bank:
Payment Instructions:

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the follow-
ing instructions

• Beneficiary:   Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
              Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
              91141- Jerusalem 
        Israel
• IBAN (International Bank Account No.)  DE 16370601930058029017
• Account with (bank name & address) Pax-Bank eG, Von-Werth-str. 
      25-27, 50670 Cologne, Germany 

Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:

WGZ-Bank, Ludwig-Erhard-Allee 20, 40227 Duesseldorf with SWIFT-code GENODEDO
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
Latin Patriarchate Street. BOP 14152
91141- Jerusalem
Israe
************************************************************

•For our friends in the United States:
For U.S Dollar currency transfers utilize the following bank address: 
- Intermediary Bank, 
- Credit Suisse, Zurich. 
- Swift Code: CRESCHZZ80A 
- Favor of:Arab Bank No.49 
- Bethlehem Branch No. 853

  Director:  Fr. Iyad Twal
  Edited by:  George Abu Dayyeh
  Designed  by:  Waseim Kasabry
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