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The General Administration-Jerusalem
In memory of Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazin, The administration meeting 

hall is to be named after him

In a kind gesture from Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal, the director general of LPJ schools in Palestine and Galilee, 
and after consulting with the priests, It was decided that the meeting hall at LPJ schools administra-
tion headquarters in Beit Jala  be named  “The Hall of the Teacher Father Faysal Hijazin” after the 
late Fr. Dr. Faysal Hijazin, the former Director General of LPJ Schools in Palestine and Galilee, in 
loving memory and recognition of his pioneer efforts in the development of the educational process, 
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priests’ meeting  with Fr.Dr. .Iyad Twal 
about LPJ schools in Palestine and Israel.

On Nov.4,2016, Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal held the first meeting for the priests to discuss educational issues 
that concern  LPJ Schools in Palestine and Galilee.

During the meeting, several educational issues concerning text books, religious education and the 
new curriculum were discussed, and it was agreed on the necessity of following up and upgrading 
the teachers, also it was agreed the more meetings should be held to discuss any future educational 
issues that might emerge.
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A group of friends  from Cincinnati and HOPE  program 
visit LPJ Schools 

LPJ schools in Palestine received friends from the United States who visited Palestine and Jordan on 
a pilgrimage to enhance the twinning relationships with some LPJ schools in Beit Jala and  Nablus 
through several educational programs .

LPJ School in Beit Jala and Nablus received this delegation which was divided into two groups dur-
ing the first 3 days of their stay in Palestine. The first group stayed in Bethlehem governorate and 
carried out  several activities and visits concentrated on Beit Jala LPJ School.  The school prepared 
dinner for them and it was attended by Fr. Dr. Iyad  Twal, the  director-general of LPJ  Schools in 
Palestine and Galilee, Fr. Dr. Aktham  Hijazin, the parish priest, Fr. Johny Bahbab, the assistant 
priest, Mr. Suhail Daibes, the school principal, the teachers who participated in this program ever 
since its inception in 2003, and the five graduates of the class of 2003 who spent a whole semester 
in the schools of Milford-Ohio.

Fr. Iyad met with the director of HOPE program and Mrs. Nancy Hamminger  who presented a 
detailed explanation about the benefits of this program and future hopes  and aspirations. Fr. Twal 
expressed his appreciation for the program and he hopes that the plans of the program integrate to 
achieve the desired goals.
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The second group spent 3 days in Nablus and were hosted by LPJ School there. They held two work-
shops connected with the program (Talents Unlimited) to prepare coordinators.

The second workshop was about using video in teaching. Teachers from other schools  also partici-
pated in this workshop. The group also met with the social workers of the Beit Jala LPJ School and 
presented a program on the treatment of psychological disturbances. The school will study the feasi-
bility and benefits of this program and apply it later.

The last Workshop was held at the Beit Jala LPJ School on the introduction of music in the educa-
tional process through the school’s music teachers and a music teacher from Ohio, and about intro-
ducing new concepts in teaching and learning English in the middle and high stages through class 
training. 

On Sunday evening a preparatory meeting was held to draw up a work plan for Monday for the Eng-
lish teachers in the school with the members of the delegation. At the end of this meeting, Mr. Suhail 
Daibes and Mrs Abeer Hanna thanked Mrs. Nancy Hamminger and  the members of the group  and 
expressed their pride in all these relationships and their benefits for the school and the staff.
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The Teacher and the successful Educator
“Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.if I then , your Lord and Master have 

washed your feet; ye also ought  to wash one another›s feet.” (John 13:13)

 It is universally acknowledged that Jesus Christ is the first teacher. Evident 
from the preceding verse that there are certain qualities for the teacher and  we 
conclude that the teacher is characterized by benign qualities, and that when 
the teacher wants to influence learners, he ought to be a wise educator of sound 
mind, well-mannered, so that the learners acquire these qualities from him.  
The school teacher should be characterized with the qualities of the Lord Jesus 
- give good example, possess initiative, honesty, and empathy for others; such 
qualities influence students in a positive manner and remain with them through-

out life. This is totally different from the role of the modern teacher who does not give priority to the 
humanitarian, educational qualities, or psychological guidance to learners, as his only concern is to 
convey the scientific material to learners.

It is evident that there is a world of difference between the educational teacher and the lecturer 
teacher. If you, dear teacher, know Christ, His 
qualities and His life, and behave accordingly, 
you will be a successful teacher and educator 
who works conscientiously and influences your 
society positively and please God.

Here are some qualities of the successful
 teacher and educator:
- Has clear objectives and works according to a 
clear cut plan. A touch of creativeness is an ab-
solute necessity.
- Does not expect an immediate positive reaction 
from the students or their parents. Your influence 
on them will accompany them throughout their 
lives.
- Knows when to listen to students and when to 
ignore them. So do not be tyrannical and listen 
to your students.
- Has a positive attitude in every situation. The vital positive spirit and creativity create a wide scope 
of optimism which leads to the desired goal.
- Expects students to succeed, so let the student trust his potentials and talents through stimulus and 
encouragement.
- Is humorous, there is no necessity for excessive seriousness. Create an atmosphere of fun to leave 
an impression in the psyche of the students.
- Praises the students, when they deserve it. You must recognize their efforts, within limits of what 
they have achieved and let them feel that they are always in need to develop and that they can do 
better. 
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- Always seeks  Innovation  because it removes boredom 
-  Is in harmony with oneself. and tries to act intelligently. There is no need for perplexity, let the 
things go by easily and spontaneously.
- Keeps in touch with the students’ parents. The teacher must have the ability to communicate with 
the outside society and involved in numerous societal initiatives because real amelioration in educa-
tion is completely contingent upon complementary improvement in the wider societal context.
- Enjoys work. There’s no place for a teacher ia teacher who hates the job and does not enjoy teach-
ing. Always remember that teaching is one of the most honorable jobs. 
- Adapts to the needs of students. Communication and reaching out to the students will give an idea 
about the means and ways which help you and help them in 
overcoming the difficulties in teaching them.
- Is always committed to neutrality. Do not try to impose 
personal views on them. A teacher’s role is to lead dialogue 
and debate to create in students the spirit of respect, and to 
respect others views and how to offer constructive criticism.
- Tries to discover new teaching aids like digital resources 
nd the modern technological and educational applications 
because they are more stimulating and efficacious in teach-
ing students.
- Helps the students to overcome their emotional and social 
problems .Students need guidance and help in solving the 
problems.
- The teacher never stops learning. Keeping abreast of scientific developments is a necessity to de-
velop oneself and benefit students.
- He is open to others. Learn from your colleagues and consult those with experience.
- He is versed in the subject he/she teaches. Try to deepen and upgrade knowledge in the subject be-
ing taught and avoid teaching methods that are more likely to obfuscate the students than enlighten 
them.
- He is well educated and erudite in many sub-
jects. Reading and Reading and keeping abreast 
of current events in one’s locale is also a teach-
er’s responsibility.
- Finally, I summarize all the previously men-
tioned in one simple sentence. ry to keep in 
mind that a teacher is like a parent, who teaches 
each student in a way that parents desire their 
children to be instructed.

Johny Sa’id
LPJ School - Saint Jouseph
Nablus-Palestine

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


14 Nov - 2016English  Issue 34

LPS 
Palestine and Galilee

Physical punishment is defined as the use of physi-
cal force or power, threatened, actual or moral, by the 
teacher in order to educate and modify ta student’s be-
havior. Modern educational studies showed that the 
positive outcome of reward is more beneficial than the 
negative results of punishment that either results in, or 
has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, psychologi-
cal harm, maldevelopment  or deprivation. The teacher 

should realize that his capital in teaching is the love of his students for him through containing them, 
his excellence in teaching, being characterized by prudent management of the class, giving clear and 
straightforward instructions because prevention is better than cure.
Hereinafter are some suggestions that should be followed as alternatives of physical punishment

1. Avoid anger , be a good example, give advice and guidance.
2. Explain the error of the student and do not accelerate the punishment through expelling him out of 
the class period or giving him extra homework, or mocking him in front of his classmates.
3. Deprivation of playing, even though for a short period or deprivation of things the student likes.
4. Activating incentive awards through applause and praise and awarding certificates of merit and 
writing encouraging  and commendatory  phrases on the students’ copybooks for accomplishing a 
certain assignment.
5. Encouraging the students tto pardon and forgive, to enhance social relationships, and to present 
effective positive initiatives for the school.
6. Introducing the school rules and regulations to the students and the necessity of abiding with them 
which leads to discipline.
 
Prepared by: Hanna Basir/Al Ahliyyah College
Revised by: Dr. Khaled Jawareesh.

Physical 

punishment 

in schools
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 Our Schools In 
November                

Aboud
A visit to the oil press 

The students of grades two to six, accompanied by some 
teachers, paid a visit to the oil press in the town. The pur-
pose of the visit is to show the students how oil is pressed 
out of the olives step by step until the virgin olive oil is 
produced.

Requiem Mass for the  repose of The Souls of The Departed faithful
On Wednesday November 2 nd  , Aboud LPJ  School celebrated a a Requiem Mass in Commemora-
tion of All Souls. FatherYousef Riziq, parish priest, officiated the Mass  which was attended by the 
nuns, the administration , the teaching staff and students.
In his homily, Father Yousef urged not to forget our departed beloved ones who preceded us to the  
heavenly home, and that we have always to pray for them so that they may rest in peace. He added 
that we must be ready for this moment because no one knows the hour or the day in which he leaves 
this life. Today we pray that God  pours His spirit on us so that we become always ready to Pass over  
to eternal life. Lord grant them eternal rest, and may your eternal light shine upon them. 
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Medical checkups for
 the students

In accordance with the agreement concluded 
between Aboud LPJ School and Aboud Cari-
tas Centre, a medical checkup which includ-
ed examining eyes, teeth, body, height and 
weight, was conducted for students of grade 
one.
The school principal evaluated the efforts 
carried out by the centre in offering health 
services for the village in general and the 
school in particular.

On Saturday November 12th, the last two class periods were used for recreational activity in coop-
eration with the Palestinian National Security Theater.
The activity included several folk and national songs, telling a purposeful story and deducing what 
was learned from it. This was followed by the children playing with the clown and participating 
in some dances(Dabkeh) .The students enjoyed this activity very much, and the school principal 
thanked the members of the group and evaluated  their work in serving their homeland and country-
men.

Recreational activity with the 
Palestinian National Security 

theater 
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A visit to Al Sanabel Bakery
 
In application of the lesson  “ My Mother’s 
Bread,” the teacher of the subject of “The 
National Upbringing” accompanied  a group 
of students to Al Sanabel Bakery in the town.

The students watched the steps of making 
bread starting with kneading the flour into 
dough and cutting it into small balls which 
are flattened to shape the loaves and then 
baked to produce the fresh bread

The bakery owner gave each student a loaf 
of bread baked with olive oil and thyme 
(Manakish).The students enjoyed the visit 
and the (manakish), and thanked the owner 
for his warm welcome and generous hospi-
tality.

Beit Sahour
With the framework of the twinning relationship between The French Association for the Youth 
and Beit Sahour LPJ School, a group of French students paid a visit to Beit Sahour LPJ. They were 
hosted by the tenth graders. The visit included home visits, touring the school facilities and visiting 
the holy sites in the governorate and some Palestinian cities.

A group of French students
 visits the school
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Beit Sahour LPJ School hosted Mrs. Linda Gharib, the chairperson of 
the social services department at Mihwar Centre, to deliver a lecture 
to sixth graders about various forms of violence. She defined and ex-
plained the concept of violence and how to deal with it.
The students were divided into work groups and were asked to express 
the concept of violence through drawing.

 A lecture 
about

 violence

A group of Bethlehem University teachers pay a visit to the school 

A delegation  from various colleges at Bethlehem University (Science, Business Administration , 
Education, and Hotel Management  faculties) and the social worker at the  university paid a visit to 
LPJ School . The objective of the visit was to meet with the Tawjihi Class (Secondary two) in order 
to inform them on the acceptance conditions, the various colleges of the university, the entrance 
exam and how it is carried out. Each teacher gave a detailed explanation about the college he works 
with and explained the chances of employment after graduation.
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The kindergarten teachers at Bir Zeit LPJ kin-
dergarten staged a special day for autumn o 
acquaint the kindergarten children with this  
to season through learning by practice and by 
watching. The activity included drawing au-
tumn leaves and trees, a field trip to the gar-
den of Miss Rand in the town of Jifna to watch 
closely the autumn leaves falling from the 
trees.
 The children learned that autumn in Palestine 
begins on Sept.23 and ends on Dec.21, and that 
during this season migrant birds fly to warmer 
places as the weather becomes colder and the 
days shorter. Autumn weather is fickle. Dark 
clouds sometimes cover the sky and scattered 
showers of rain fall announcing that winter is 
near.

Bir Zeit
Autumn in paintings and field trips

A football match 
A football match was held between the 6th 
graders of the Jifna and Bir Zeit LPJ schools. 
The match was held on the playground of Bir 
Zeit LPJ School. Bir Zeit school team won the 
match. 
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Ein Arik
Meeting with the first grade 

students’ parents

The  first meeting between the school principal and the first 
grade teachers with the parents of the first-graders was held 
last week.
The school principal, Ibrahim Hmeid, presented the aca-
demic plan for the school year 2016/2017 ,discussed it with 
the parents and  answered their questions about the plan and 
other academic issues that concern students and parents. He 
emphasized the importance of the parents role in the educa-
tional process and stressed the importance of communica-
tion between parents and the school.

The Palestinian  Heritage Day
Ein Arik LPJ School celebrated Palestinian Heritage Day. The celebration included a fashion show 
of Palestinian national costumes and dresses, and some household and agricultural tools and be-
longings that were used in Palestine long ago,  folklore dances(Dabkeh),and old popular Palestin-
ian songs.
This activity aimed at acquainting students with the Palestinian heritage and the norms of life that 
prevailed in Palestine long ago.
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 A Recreational day at 
Makhmas  land 

The school administration staged a recreational 
day for the school students at Makhmas Land in 
Ramallah . This activity comes within the first se-
mester annual trip for entertainment and to break 
the daily routine of the school.
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Jenin
Al Hayat LPJ kindergarten in Jenin received a delegation of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepul-
chre (OESSF). The delegation was received by Father Labib Daibes, the parish priest in the city, the 
principal of the kindergarten Mrs. Sawsan Al Pasha who welcomed them on behalf of the director-
general of LPJ Schools in Palestine and Galilee, Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal, and on behalf of the staff and 
students. She hailed the importance of this visit which gives moral support for our existence and 
development. Mrs. Al Pasha spoke about about the kindergarten ever since its establishment in 2005, 
and about the challenges it faces. She also mentioned the scientific and educational success and 
reputation of the kindergarten in the Jenin Governorate. 
It›s worth mentioning that Al Hayat LPJ kindergarten achieved the first place among the kindergar-
tens of the governorate. 

The delegation thanked the school principal for the warm welcome, and talked about the importance 
of this visit in supporting LPJ School and assured her that they look upon LPJ schools as the torch 
of education and the lighthouse of hope for all the students. 
The delegation toured the kindergarten facilities and were impressed by their cleanliness as well as 
by the kindergarten playgrounds.

The Knights of the Equestrian Order of 
the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem visit the 

kindergarten
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The kindergarten trip to Haddad  touristic village 
The administration of Al Hayat, Jenin LPJ kindergarten, staged a recreational day at Haddad Tour-
istic Village for the kindergarteners.
The main aim of this trip was to entertain the children and get them out of the daily routine of the 
kindergarten, and to meet the needs of childhood in order ensure building a balanced  personality, 
in addition to ridding the children from aggressive behavior and selfishness through fun and play.
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Al Hayat LPJ kindergarten in Jenin adopts various special activities in 
teaching English for the kindergarteners in order tto impart information to 
them. The educational process begins for the children in their third year 
by teaching them the letters of the alphabet, which is very important for 
their future education, and which is the responsibility of the educational 
institution in which the student studies. 
There are several educational methods which the  kindergarten uses in 
teaching the letters of the alphabet to the children such as: 
1.Printing the letters in large fonts on cards and asking the children to pick 
up the similar letters.
2.Drawing the letters on a large area on the ground and encouraging the 
children to stand on the letter pronounced by the teacher. 
3.Using putty in forming the required letter.

 Al Hayat kindergarten always seeks to find the best educational methods 
liked by the children in order to deliver information to them and memo-
rize it.

Teaching 

English for the 

kindergarteners 

through 

various 

activities
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Jifna
The chief of the police station in the town paid a visit to the school. He was received and welcomed 
by the School’s principal, who expressed his appreciation for this nice gesture that enhances ties 
with the local community. The principal briefed him. Briefed him about the school history and its 
educational objectives in educating the coming generations of Palestinian youth. 

The chief of police toured the school facilities and met with the teachers and students in their class-
es. At the end of the visit, the chief of police thanked the school principal for his warm welcome and 
expressed the readiness of the police to help the school through awareness and road safety lectures.

The chief of the police station 
visits the school

A delegation from Al Quds 
University visits the school 

A delegation from Al Quds University, ac-
companied by a group of foreigners, paid 
a visit to the school. The school principal 
received and briefed briefed them on the 
school history, its future outlook and its 
educational objectives. This visit comes 
within the framework of cooperation be-
tween the school and Al-Quds University.
After touring the school facilities, espe-
cially the water treatment project embraced 
by the school from the beginning, the del-
egation thanked the principal for his warm 
welcome.
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Meeting with the first grade students’ parents
A meeting was held for the parents of the first grade children with their teachers and the school 
principal.

The principal introduced the academic plan for the school year 2016/2017 and discussed it with 
the parents and  answered their questions about the plan and other academic issues that concern the 
students and the parents. He highlighted on the importance of the parents role in the educational 
process and stressed the importance of communication between parents and the school.

A visit to Al Nayzak Scientific 
Association- the House 

of Science

The science department of the school ar-
ranged a visit for the students of grade 6
to  Al Nayzak Scientific Association- the 
House of Science in the town. 
The students were accompanied by the 
science teachers in the school and  carried 
out several scientific experiments in ac-
cordance with the science curriculum.
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Nablus

Within the framework of the plan of activities planned by the French Department of St. Joseph 
School, Nablus, in cooperation with the French association, Barnabe, scheduled an activity in the 
French Language for the tenth-graders. 

Two French teachers were hosted from two different French schools to write a book about French 
and Palestinian cooking. The aim of this activity is to enhance the concept of cultural exchange. The 
school students, along with French students, will participate in writing the book.
During the meeting, the students introduced themselves and carried out an activity of reading, pro-
nunciation, sentence formation, verbal expression and acting,  all in French. The French teacher 
Diana Aqqad supervised the activity.

An activity in cooperation with the French 
association Barnabe

Within the framework of the Science Department plan, the 
science teacher planned a special activity for the 4th grad-
ers. The activity aimed at teaching the students to distinguish 
between positive norms of behaviour which maintain our re-
spiratory system, and negative norms which we should avoid. 
The students interacted with the activity and the desired ob-
jective of the activity was reached.

An educational game to distinguish between  
different Norms of behavior 
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Writing A story about events that occurred  in Nablus

The English teacher at LPJ, St. Joseph School in Nablus formulated an activity in the English lan-
guage in accordance with the plan of the English department for this year . A class period was spe-
cialized for the 7th graders to write a story about events that occurred during the night in the city. 
The students were divided into work groups, and each group wrote the details of the event of that 
story. This activity was designed to implement and enhance descriptive writing. The students were 
very enthusiastic and responsive to this activity, and a sense of competition developed between the 
different groups.

Competition in Arabic handwriting and oral recitation

The third grade Arabic teacher at LPJ-St. Joseph School in Nablus held an activity for 3rd graders in 
which all the students competed to find out the student with the most beautiful handwriting, and the 
student with the best oral recitation skills. The students were very enthusiastic and tried their best to 
win. Joseph Khoury won the first place in the competition and Walid Wahba won the first place in 
oral recitation
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Inad theatre performs the play “Minna u Fina”  “ One of us”

Within the framework of cooperation between Nablus LPJ St. Joseph School and Inad theater, the 
theatre performed the play “Minna U Fina” “One of Us” for students of grades 7 to 12. At the begin-
ning of the performance, the school principal Mrs. Abeer Hanna welcomed the members of Inad the-
ater and thanked them for choosing the school to perform this play, which has a great impact on the 
students, because it deals with very important issues concerning the  educational and practical life. 

The play’s actors were Khaled Masou and Mohammad Abu Laban. It dealt with three main issues: 
Academic and vocational guidance in the schools, and the importance in supporting the students and 
in helping  them to choose their future career, the second issue concerned the educational system 
inside the schools, and the third was about the importance the students’ participation in the activities 
of clubs and local societies; and participation in the elections. 

The students interacted excellently with the performance, especially as these issues are some of the 
major issues students usually enquire about. The students’ participation in Palestinian theatre which 
has several activities both at home and abroad. 
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Participation in 
Science Days
 in Palestine.

In accordance with the extra-cur-
ricular activities’ plan of St. Jo-
seph LPJ Nablus School, and in 
cooperation with the French In-
stitute, the school staged a work-
shop for the sixth-graders on how 
to make electric musical pens.
This activity comes within the 
framework of the program , “ Sci-
ence Days in Palestine.”

A Scientific Research
Within the framework of encouraging scientific research, the English teacher asked the 7th grade 
students to collect information in English about endangered species.  
The students worked in groups and wrote their findings in English on cardboard posters , and added 
pictures and drawings  of endangered species, then each group presented their posters and the infor-
mation included during the class period .
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A theatrical performance 
St Joseph LPJ School  in Nablus staged  a theatrical performance presented by Rony Rock Children 
Theater for the grades from kindergarten to grade 3 .   
The performance was presented by the actor Roni and other actors. It included several paragraphs 
and children’s songs that dealt with educational and behavioral issues presented in a funny way.
The children enjoyed the performance and benefitted from the educational and behavioral issues 
presented in a funny style.
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Negative societal attitudes
Within the school  plan for extra-curricular activities, the administration of Nablus, St. Joseph LPJ 
School, in cooperation with Jerusalem University on the extracurricular activities, sponsored a lec-
ture entitled, “ The Negative Societal Attitudes.” for the ninth and tenth grade students who are at 
the beginning of adolescence. The lecture, which was delivered by the university students, touched 
upon the harms of smoking , and addiction to facebook . The lecture aimed at refining the students’ 
personalities and getting thim used to aspects of life and to keep away from the negative attitudes
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Ramallah
On Saturday Oct.29.,Ramallah LPJ School, AL Ahliyyah College, staged  the second mini volleyball 
tournament . The tournament  was held on the playgrounds of LPJ School AL Ahliyyah College. 
Over 350 male and female students of the school participated in this tournament and it was attended 
by  the parents and some guests, and was supervised by 
The Palestinian union for volley ball. The tournament 
started with a parade of the participating students, fol-
lowed by  the Palestinian national anthem. The school 
principal, Father Ibrahim Shomali, welcomed the at-
tendants and complimented the efforts the Palestin-
ian union for volleyball in spreading the game game 
through holding matches of mini volleyball, he added 
that the school believes in it and in its effect in devel-
oping this game which encouraged the school to stage 
the second tournament.

A group of the school’s female students performed some gymnastic movements, and the participat-
ing students were divided into 14 competing groups.

At the end of the tournament, the founder of the mini volley ball Mr. Rani Asfour thanked the admin-
istration, the participating students and the sports teachers for the efforts, Participation certificates 
were awarded in making the tournament a success. The school administration presented Mr. Asfour 
with a memorial shield.

Mini volleyball tournament
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The teacher’s Creativity Centre
The Teacher’s Creativity Centre signed a memorandum with LPJ School-Ahliyah College, repre-
sented by Fr. Ibrahim Shomali to implement a project entitled “Towards education based on the prin-
ciples and concepts of the International  Law for Human rights in Palestine.”  The program is funded 
by the Manos Unidas-. Spain . This project aims at  strengthening the role of the educational sector 
in Palestine and enhancing the understanding and practice of values, concepts and principles of the 
International Law of Human Rights among the younger generation and the citizens in the West Bank, 
regardless of their  religious or political affiliation.
 The implementation of this project will be in partnership with the LPJ School-Al Ahliyyah College 
as representative of  another eight LPJ schools in Palestine, in addition to seven secondary schools 
in the West Bank .

Father Ibrahim Shomali welcomed the idea of the project and said that supporting the educational 
sector in Palestine through enhancing the concept of the International Human Law is a very impor-
tant role and a great responsibility of the associations of the civil society. He praised the role of The 
Teacher’s Creativity Centre in developing and improving the quality of teaching through its various 
programs. He also stressed that the good relationship between the school and the centre  which be-
gan with the inception of the centre. He added that the school is now renewing this relationship for 
the benefit of teacher and student, and it has a positive impact on the development of education in 
Palestine.

The director-general of the center highlighted the importance of implementing these projects and as-
serted that Al Ahliyyah College  is one of the leading educational institutions in Palestine and has a 
historic, national and educational role in the field of education, and that this understanding with the 
college and the other schools will be the basis for a promising future stage through which we will 
work on developing the schools in general.

It is worth mentioning that contribution to creating a generation which believes in, and which is 
capable of of enhancing and protecting the international values and norms  of the human rights and 
international law in Palestine, are some of the strategic objectives of the Teacher’s Creativity Center.
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Honoring the students who excelled in the French DELF Exam
 On Saturday Nov. 17,  LPJ School, AL Ahliyyah College in Ramallah honoured the first ten students 
who excelled in the French DELF Exam. The exam included the levels: Delf A1,  Delf A2 , Delf B1. 
The first 5students who excelled  in the  Delf A1 level, and the first five students who excelled in the 
Delf A2 level, and the only student who excelled in the Delf B1 level were honoured. 
The celebration was attended by Madame Marie-Claude Messager, the lady in charge of teaching 
French in Palestine at the French Consulate, Father Ibrahim Shomali, the school director and Mr. 
Hanna Basir, the academic principal. 

The event included various artistic paragraphs including singing and  folklore dancing(Dabkeh).
During the celebration Madame Marie-Claude Messager emphasized the special concern of the 
French Consulate on the school French activities and on encouraging the Palestinian youth to learn 
French, especially LPJ Schools students. 
 176 students sat for the French Delf Exam, and over 100 students passed. 

At the end of the celebration , gifts of tablets and electronic watches were presented to the students 
who excelled in this exam in order to encourage the  students  morally and materially, and to enhance 
the spirit of competition among them.
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Meeting with the student’s parents
 
 The college administration held a meeting for the parents of the students of grades 1 and 2 . Present 
at the meeting was Father Ibrahim Shomali, director of the school, and the academic principal  M.r. 
Hanna Basir.

 During the meeting several educational and academic issues were discussed as well as evaluation of 
the new curriculum.
The school administration stressed the continuity of communication between teachers and parents in 
order to follow up the academic and behavioral  progress of their children. 

Application of Creative activities
 

Under the supervision of the English teacher Diana 
Basir, the eleventh-graders made interviews in Eng-
lish with some of the societies in the town. Some 
of them produced small documentaries which were 
shown to the parents on Monday November 7th. The 
students talked about various issues in English which 
the parents enjoyed very much.
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Under the supervision of the directorate of education in Ramallah, 
a lecture  on  coexistence and religious dialogue within the frame-
work of citizenship  and pluralism was delivered to the  0th graders.
 The lecture touched upon the role of the Catholic Church in coex-
istence through pluralism and through the Vatican document.  The 
Islamic vision of coexistence through pluralism and through the 
pact of Umar was also addressed.
The vision of the Palestinian state in coexistence through pluralism 
was highlighted by the document of independence. It was agreed 
that the documents highlight the necessity of coexistence, under-
standing and mutual respect within the framework of pluralism.

The lecture was followed by a general discussion which concentrated on the necessity of coexistence 
under the current circumstances, especially after widespread terrorist thoughts which have no con-
nection whatsoever with religion or humanity, and the role of the student in embedding  the concept 
of coexistence. Everybody agreed that Palestine is one of the countries characterized by coexistence.
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A lecture about 

coexistence and 

the religious 

dialogue for the 

10th grade .
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Reneh

On Wednesday Oct.10, The tenth graders at LPJ School in Reneh and specialists in the fields elec-
tronics and computers, accompanied by the physics and electronics teacher, paid a visit to AMDOX 
company at the compound of industrial companies and scientific services in Nazareth-the mount of 
precipice.

The students listened to a short lecture delivered by the manager of the company eng.Hani Zahrawi. 
The lecture addressed the world of high technology (hitech) and the fields of industry that depend 
almost entirely of hitech in our age.Then he talked about the manpower required  by the company to 
maintain a high level of performance and services.
The second part of the visit was a tour around the various offices where the students watched closely 
the different stages of work from the moment of planning a program until the final stages of its 
completion.
The students asked several questions about the importance of engineering specialties in the field of 
hitech.
The visit and the tour inside the company were conducted by eng. Dina Nuwesri. The school prin-
cipal said that such visits are very important in widening the students’ scientific and professional 
horizons.  At the end of the visit, the students presented a gift to the company on behalf of the school.

A visit to AMDOX company
(The world of technology and hitech)
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Through an initiative from the school administration, the class teacher of 
grade twelve and the students’ council staged a special day for the 21st gradu-
ating class. The celebration was held inside the school after school hours.
The Program included educational and recreational games like the game of 
“Find the treasure” which aimed at enhancing team work to reach the goal 
(the treasure) and the game of tug of war, drawing on walls and other activi-
ties.
The program was concluded by a meal prepared by the students and their par-
ents. This day has become an annual tradition for the graduating class.

A special 

day for the 

twelfth

graders
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Secondary students’ parents meeting
 
The school administration held a meeting for the secondary students’ parents with the administration 
and the teachers.
The meeting was started with a word from the school principal, Mrs.Yvette Sayegh, in which she 
touched upon the following points:

1. The importance of the parents’ participation in the educational process and the relationship of 
confidence and respect which should prevail for the sake of enhancing the educational and moral 
attainment of the students.
2. The importance of applying school rules and regulations for creating a peaceful environment and 
enhancing and supporting educational atmosphere.
3. The new Begrout system and the emphasis on applying the various methods of teaching and evalu-
ation and meaningful teaching.
4. The context of the Begrout certificate which includes external as well as internal subjects.
5. The social integration and the importance of volunteering in the society to implant the value of 
giving among the students.
The meeting was concluded with a lecture delivered by Mary Sakran the trainer of the human devel-
opment in which she complimented the parents’ participation in the educational process.
After the meeting, the parents visited the classes and met with the teachers.
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A trip to Mount Tabour

The school Staged a tourist trip to the 
area of Mount Tabour in Galilee for 
the 9th and 10th graders .The students, 
accompanied by Father Elias Odeh, 
the general  headmaster of the school, 
walked to the mountain and visited the 
Greek Orthodox and the Latin church-
es on the mountain. Fr. Elias gave a 
glimpse of the history of the church 
and its religious and spiritual impor-
tance. The visit included prayers in 
the church and recreational activities 
in the churchyard and a luncheon pre-
pared and arranged by the class teach-
ers.
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Reneh LPJ School is smoke-free
On Tuesday November 8th, the school invited  the psychiatrist and group guide Dr. Amer Jaraiseh to 
deliver a lecture to the 10th and 11th graders on the subject of avoiding smoking and hookah. This 
lecture comes within the preventive educational program which the educational consultant stages 
every year for the secondary students.
The lecture touched upon the harms caused by smoking, and the poisonous substances that the 
cigarettes contain. Statistics show that about 100 million people smoke hookah every day and that 
smoking claims the lives of about 6 million people every year.
The lecturer added that  some of the reasons that drive youth to smoking hookah is the leniency of 
the parents, the love of adventure, the availability of cigarettes and the enticement of friends.
Dr. Amer concluded his lecture by directing a word of advice to the students about social pressure 
and the choices that the student has to make every day:Do you want to be a positive leader  and make 
your decisions wisely, or do you want to be a follower driven without thinking?
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Beit Jala

The science teacher at the elementary school staged a week of science activities. The first activity 
was a visit by the fifth-graders to the greenhouse at the Latin Patriarchal Seminary in Beit Jala . They 
were received by the  farmer in charge of the greenhouse  who explained to them the importance of 
the greenhouses in agriculture. 
The second activity for the fifth –graders was the dissection of a sheep’s heart .The teacher showed 
the students the parts of the heart and its resemblance to the human heart.

In the third activity, the students drew parts of the plant and colored them according to the real 
colours of the parts. The teacher also demonstrated how to benefit from the seeds of the plants in 
making portraits of plants. She also demonstrated how to sow the seeds and take care of them until 
they grow into plants, and how to make compost  from the kitchen waste  and vegetable and fruit 
leftovers. She also gave a presentation in which she addressed the importance of compost and its 
benefits for the plants, and the difference between compost and chemical fertilizers which have a 
negative effect on human health.

A week of science activities
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The sixth graders express their love and longing to their classmate 
Saliba  Kharoufeh.

In a kind and humanitarian gesture, with the help of the class teacher Mrs. Natalie Shomali, the 
sixth-graders  at Beit Jala LPJ School expressed their love and longing  to their classmate Saliba 
Kharoufeh who lies in a hospital in Egypt, waiting for a kidney transplant.
The students drew posters and expressed their love and longing for their classmate, and wished him 
a speedy recovery a safe and quick return to school, by writing their wishes for him on the posters. 

A lesson about food groups
  The fourth grade science teacher at Beit Jala LPJ School applied  practical application  to 
theoretical education in the lesson  of “Food Groups” through preparing a communal breakfast for 
the 4th graders. The students brought some components of the healthy meal from their homes, and  
the teacher presented a thorough explanation about the importance and benefits of each item. Then 
they all enjoyed a healthy breakfast.
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The embodiment of 
Palestinian Cities by using 

wooden sticks

The fourth grade teacher of the subject of 
“National and Social Upbringing” at Beit 
Jala LPJ  School carried out a distinctive 
activity for the 4th graders. The activity 
involved using wooden sticks for making 
portraits that depict the Palestinian cities. 

The goal of the activity was to consolidate 
the various Palestinian cities, their names 
and geographical location in the minds of 
the students, and how to benefit from the 
environmental materials, such the wood-
en sticks, rather than using manufactured 
materials.

A Poet in our school
The Arabic teacher of the secondary stage, Rania Kasih, discovered the latent talent of the eleventh-
grader Jalil Sayeh in writing poetry. Jalil is a student in the Latin Patriarchate Seminary in Beit Jala . He, 
like all the other secondary seminary students from grades 10 to12, study at the Beit Jala LPJ School. 

Jalil wrote several poems and recited them to the students in the morning assembly before classes. 
Two of his poems are :”Where is The Humanity” , and  “My Religion.”
In the first poem, he bemoans the fate of the Syrian people, especially the women and children who 
bore the brunt of the evil war, were displaced and had to take refuge in the neighbouring countries 
and live in Diaspora as refugees there.
In the second poem, he urges Christians and Muslims to coexist in peace and harmony because, 
although each of them has his own religion and  his own way of worshiping the same one God, they 
are all compatriots of the same country and face the same fate.
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Introducing the electric circuit

The science teacher explained and demonstrated 
the work of the electric circuit to the fourth –grad-
ers. The teacher helped the students build their 
own battery-operated electric circuits on a tablet, 
and to light a small bulb. 

The Negative aspects of early marriages

The teacher of the social studies carried out an activity for the 8th graders.The  activity consisted of 
a play acted by the students in the classroom in which the negative aspects of early marriages were 
put forward and discussed.
 The play was attended by Mrs.Hanan Kharoufeh, the social worker, and Fr.Johny Bahbah,  the 
teacher of the religious education in the school.
 The play touched upon the various negative aspects of the phenomenon of early marriages and its 
negative consequences on the girls in particular. The play showed that the most important negative 
aspect of early marriages is that the young couple might not be mature enough to bear the respon-
sibility of starting a new family, raising children and bearing the psychological, and  economical 
burdens that ensue.

Early marriages also  have very negative impact on the young wife due to her unawareness in dealing 
with the husband, his family and his society, and to adapt to their customs and traditions, and also in 
missing the chance of completing her education and building  her own independent psychological 
and economic personality. 
On the physical side, early marriages could expose the girl to many serious health problems, espe-
cially during pregnancy due to the weakness of her body in bearing the experience of early preg-
nancy.
The play shed light on one of the many problems which the Arab societies in general and the Pales-
tinian society in particular suffer from.
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Launching the activities of extracurricular programs for the second 
consecutive year

In accordance with the school vision and its policy which aims at increasing academic achievement, 
and discovering the latent talents of students in order to polish and develop them , the school staged, 
for the second consecutive year, the program of  extra-curricular activities to replace classes of music 
and arts. These activities are carried out after school hours and their class hours are utilized for other 
school subjects.

This trend gives the student the chance of choosing the activity he/she likes most and excels in. 
These extra-curricular activities and their teachers include:

 Football training:    Farah Zacharia
Arts:     Sherene Qaisieh
Music:    George Salsa’
Folklore dancing (Dabkeh): Rana Qumsieh
Domestic management:   Alice Abu Sa’da.

The first outcome of these activities can be seen in the emblazoned T-shirts produced by the students 
under the supervision of the teacher Sherene Qaisieh.
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The Political and Moral Guidance Commission delivers a lecture 
for tenth-graders

The educational supervision department staged two lectures for the tenth-graders. The lectures were 
delivered by the Political and Moral Guidance Commission at the Palestinian Ministry of Interior. 
The first lecture was delivered by Lieutenant Colonel Munther Muhsen about the safe use of the 
internet and the national events. The second lecture delivered by Mr. Muhammad Shobaki, the  Po-
litical and Moral Guidance Commissioner in Palestine, it touched upon  the anniversary of the inde-
pendence day and its importance for the Palestinians, and the anniversary of the martyrdom of the 
late president Yasser Arafat.The  Director of the Public Relations and Media,  Mr. Sami Salahat  was 
present at the lectures.

The Commission of the Political Guidance is considered one apparatus of the Ministry of Interior 
and the Palestinian National Security in Palestine. Its mission is to mobilize, guide and the develop 
the workers’ potential in the Palestinian security forces in particular, and Palestinian society in gen-
eral, and to bring to them awareness of their just cause, enhance their national belonging, consolidate 
the ties of brotherhood and understanding among them, in accordance with its awareness programs 
and the customs of the Palestinian people, and the Palestinian constants and their rights.
It believes that mobilizing all the forces on the commonalities agreed upon by the Palestinians rep-
resent a mature starting point towards achieving the Palestinian dream in liberating Palestine and 
establishing the Palestinian state on all the Palestinian soil
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The school participates in the Palestinian  
Independence week activities.

 

In response to the invitation of the youth Council of Beit Jala municipality, the school participated in 
the cultural and sport Independence week contests.
Four of our students participated in the writing contest and achieved third, fourth, sixth and seventh 
positions in the contests.
Mr. Nicola Ghawali, member of the Youth Council, distributed the shields of participation on the 
winning students during the morning assembly. Congratulations to our school and the winning stu-
dents.
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With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equipment, 
school supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.

You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her 
tuition!

If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem, the bank details are below.

For our friends in Europe:
General Director : Rev Iyad Twal - itwal@lpj.org

www.latin-schools.org
************************************************************

Pax-Bank:
Payment Instructions:

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the follow-
ing instructions

•	 Beneficiary:		 	 Latin	Patriarchate	of	Jerusalem	
	 	 	 											Latin	Patriarchate	Street.	BOP	14152
	 	 	 											91141-	Jerusalem	
        Israel
•	 IBAN	(International	Bank	Account	No.)		 DE	16370601930058029017
•	 Account	with	(bank	name	&	address)	 Pax-Bank	eG,	Von-Werth-str.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 25-27,	50670	Cologne,	Germany	

Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:

WGZ-Bank,	Ludwig-Erhard-Allee	20,	40227	Duesseldorf	with	SWIFT-code	GENODEDO
Latin	Patriarchate	of	Jerusalem
Latin	Patriarchate	Street.	BOP	14152
91141-	Jerusalem
Israe
************************************************************

•For our friends in the United States:
For	U.S	Dollar	currency	transfers	utilize	the	following	bank	address:	
-	Intermediary	Bank,	
-	Credit	Suisse,	Zurich.	
-	Swift	Code:	CRESCHZZ80A	
-	Favor	of:Arab	Bank	No.49	
-	Bethlehem	Branch	No.	853

  Director:  Fr. Iyad Twal
  Edited by:  George Abu Dayyeh
  Designed  by:  Waseim Kasabry
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