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Aboud: Attending a Musical Performance

Upon invitation from Edward Sa’id  Musical Institute, the students of grades 7-9 attended a musical perfor-
mance by the students of the institute at Naseeb  Aziz Shahin Theatre at Bir Zeit University. The performance 
was followed by an explanation about the importance of the role of music in education. 
After the performance the students toured the different departments of the university. 

The woodcutter and the tiger.

Under the supervision and guidance of the second grade Arabic teacher, the second grade students acted 
the Arabic language lesson  “The woodcutter and The Tiger” during the Arabic class period. Various students 
played the roles of the tiger and the woodcutter. After the performances, the students answered some com-
prehension questions about the story.
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A visit to an old house
The teacher of the subject “National Upbringing” accompanied the fourth graders for a visit to an old house 
in the village. The purpose of the visit was to show the students the difference between the materials used 
in building the old houses and style of building , and compared them materials and styles used in building to 
modern. 
The students also some old tools that were used long ago like the quern, the sieve (Gerbal) and the straw 
baskets, how they were made and what they were used for long ago, and compared them to modern electric 
devices used nowadays. 
This visit aimed at enhancing our traditional Palestinian heritage and to aver  that we have our roots deep in 
this land  for  “A nation without heritage is a nation without identity.”   And to prove that our identity is still an 
authentic Palestinian identity.
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The school and the Parents: from common interest to partnership in education 

Communication is the pillars on which all partnership between the school and 
parents stand. When the parents and the educators communicate effectively, 
the benefit increases, the possibility of conflict diminishes, and the educa-
tional performance becomes more enjoyable.

Communication between parents and the school is a two-way road;

 give and  take .Concentrating on the  common goal and constant follow up 
in an atmosphere of positive interaction.  Experience has proven that effec-
tive communication creates a more efficient educational environment for all,  
students , teachers and the parents as well

Communication helps the students to:

• Become aware of their capabilities and the extent  of their educational progress, which they usually lack, 
• Abide by the rules and regulations of the school and become aware of what is expected from them.
•  Realize their role in enhancing this partnership and to ensure that the channels of communication between 
the school and the parents are open. 

The school suffers much from the problem of delivering information to the parents. The problem is that 
many students, especially the teenagers do not deliver school messages to their parents.

Communication also helps the parents:

• To acquire confidence in affecting the education and growth of their children 
• Understand the school programs and its policy and cope with them in a practical manner 
• Become aware of their children›s behavior and their interaction with the others in the school, and become 
acquainted with their actual academic development, and consulting with their teachers and how to follow up 
their progress
•  Evaluate the teachers’ performance and its efficiency and appreciating this work as it should be appreciated.
•  Feel their direct responsibility towards the quality of their children’s education and  upbringing .
As for the administration and the teachers, Communication helps them to:
• Respect the parents’ participation and appreciate their volunteering and participation in the school activities, 
and direct their willingness to give and their participation in order to utilize them for the school purposes in a 
better way. 
• Acquiring the ability to understand the parents’ opinions and their different points of view in regards of the 
upbringing of their children.

The importance of communication between the school and the parents stems from the attitudes that the admin-
istration and the teachers adopt towards the parents and vice versa. This necessitates scrutinizing the methods 
with which the school communicates with the parents, the best way of  delivering  information to them, and 
the extent of their concern in engaging them in the problems of their children, and to draw a unified work plan. 
The real communication process is not based on what the parents know, or on what the teachers believe that 
the parents know, but on what the teachers want the parents to know, or in other words, cooperate together to 
know it. The work of the school administration is the key for a successful relationship with the parents through 
the way of receiving them and helping them in every possible way.
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Beit Sahour:

A Fashion Show

The English teacher of grade six staged a fashion show activity during which the students brought some 
traditional costumes from different countries and talked about them to the class.
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Jinen: Celebrating the Kindergarten Children’s Birthdays.

One of the many activities of Al Hayat LPJ kindergarten is the monthly celebration of birthdays of children whose 
birthdays fall in that month.

The celebrations are carried out in cooperation with the parents whose children’s birthdays fall in that month. 
They bring birthday cakes, balloons and other items and ornaments necessary for a birthday party to the kin-
dergarten, and celebrate the birthdays of their children with the other children , parents and teachers.

This activity aims at strengthening the relationship among the students  and to prepare them for the coming 
twelve years of school together, and for the parents to get to know each other and the children who are going 
to be their children’s classmates during the next twelve years of elementary and high school.

Medical checkup for the kindergarteners

LPJ kindergarten principal Sawsan Al Pasha asked Dr. Khaled Sammour and Dr. Muhammad Sammour to carry 
out a medical checkup for the kindergarteners. The two doctors , not only willingly accepted her request, but also 
volunteered to do the checkup gratis. They checkup included ENT, teeth, height , weight, and general health of 
the students. At the end of the checkup, the two doctors reported to the principal on the health of the students 
who needed further medical follow up, and gave each child a tube of toothpaste and a tooth brush and demon-
strated to them the most effective way to brush their teeth..

The principal expressed her deepest gratitude and the gratitude of the children’s parents to the two doctors for 
their voluntary work and generosity.
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Fr. Pippino visits the kindergarten

On Feb.20,2017, Fr. Pippino, the founder of Alhayat LPJ kindergarten, accompanied by an Italian delegation 
paid a visit for the second time this year.

During the visit, Fr. Pippino and the delegation toured the facilities of the school, especially the kindergarten 
and expressed their impression about the kindergarten and the efforts exerted by the teachers to make it an 
enjoyable place for the children who received the delegation with a welcoming song.
On the sidelines of the visit, Fr. Pippino met with the school principal who briefed him about the work of the 
kindergarten and its  excellent reputation in the Jenin  governorate . Fr.Pippino complimented her on the 
achievements of the kindergarten, its excellent reputation and the role it plays in education in the northern 
region of the country and wished the school and the kindergarten all the best.
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Nablus: Maquettes of French Towns

The French teacher staged a special activity for the sixth graders. The students were divided into groups, and 
each group was asked to prepare a maquette of a French city of town.

Each group designed a maquette of a city or town which included streets, shops churches ,museums, cinemas, 
supermarkets, parks, bakeries and others. Then the students talked about the various parts of the maquette 
they designed in French, which was the main objective of the activity.

A Social day for the twelfth graders.

The twelfth graders accompanied by the teachers Dina Dawani and Hadeel met for a meal in “Hayat Nablus” 
restaurant. 
The purpose of this activity was to get the students out of the daily school routine and give them the chance to 
get to know each other better as this is the last year for them as a class , and to strengthen the relationship 
between the students and the teachers.
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Medical checkup for the kindergarteners

In cooperation with the health care committees, the school administration staged a medical checkup for the 
kindergarteners. The checkup included, ENT, teeth, height, weight and general health of the children.

The medical team reported to the principal the cases of the students who needed medical follow up. These 
reports were sent to the parents to carry out the necessary medical follow up for their children.

An open day for the kindergarteners

The kindergarten teachers staged an open day for 
the kindergarteners. The activities included various 
sections such as clowns performances, group games 
and sports. The activity was concluded with a healthy 
communal breakfast for all the kindergarteners.
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A group of French students  visits the school

Within the framework of cultural exchange, the school received  a ninth grade  group of French students from 
the school of Sainte Anne-Saint Louis. The French students participated in the French classes of the ninth 
grade and talked to the students to practice their French through talking to people whose mother tongue is 
French. Our students in turn taught the French students some Arabic words.

The group, accompanied by Fr. Simon Hijazin, the Parish Priest of Nablus , some students with their parents 
and some teachers toured  the city of Nablus and visited the holy and touristic sites in the city, and were briefed 
about the customs and traditions of the residents of the city.

At the end of the group’s three-day visit, during which they participated in various activities with our students, 
the school principal thanked the group for their visit and thanked Fr. Simon and the parents of the students 
who accompanied the group during their visit to the school and the city.
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Ramallah:  A lecture about the harms of drugs and smoking

 In cooperation with the school administrations, “Al Nafs” Society delivered an awareness lecture to 
the seventh graders about the harms of drugs and smoking.  The lecture included a documentary about the 
physical, psychological, mental and societal harms which drugs cause. The target group in this lecture was the 
seventh graders as they are in the prime of their adolescence and are subject to being lured into trying smoking 
and taking drugs. 

A workshop for “Talents Unlimited” Program

Upon request from Mr. Hanna Bassir, the academic principal of LPJ school  Al Ahliyyah college, the General 
Secretariat of the Christian Educational Institutions in Palestine held a workshop for the implementation and 
proper application of the Program “Talents Unlimited.”
The two teachers Wafa Abu Zunt and Nadia Tuffaha, who had received their training on the application of this 
program in the United States, directed the workshop and listened to the teachers comments and opinions in 
discovering the latent talents of the students and enhance their constructive thinking, intercommunication and 
decision making.
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English Debate

The tenth grade English language teacher held a de-
bate for the tenth graders during the English class 
period.
The debate was held in the English language and 
touched  upon social, educational, and political is-
sues,  and the conditions of the refugees in Syria, 
Turkey and Iran.
The objective of this debate was to encourage the 
students to express themselves fluently in English 
and to discuss the various current political issues in 
a democratic and a civilized manner, and to listen to 
the others and respect their points of view, and to 
overcome the feeling of  embarrassment while speak-
ing publicly.

Activities of the environmental club
Proceeding from asserting on the importance of belonging and to 
enhance the national feeling among the students, the students’ 
council in cooperation with the environmental club arranged for the 
student Tareq Bakri, a model students in the issues of clinging to 
the homeland  and spreading the national feeling in every possible 
manner, to deliver a lecture entitled “We were and we still are” in 
which he presented his initiative in a documented manner in which 
he compared  pictures of Palestinian families and Palestinian land 
before Israeli occupation  and now. He concluded his lecture with 
the sentence, “We will stay as long as thyme and olive trees stay.” 
To  assert on clinging to the homeland soil despite calamities and 
tribulations.
As part of the extra-curricular activities, the environmental club also 
arranged several visits for the sixth graders which included the Ot-
toman courthouse , the Pharmaceutical Company where medicine, 
liquid soap and gel are produced, workshops for fixing electrical 
equipment and manufacturing musical instruments. Later on the 
sixth graders cleaned the school playground  to show their belong-
ing to the school and keep a clean school environment.

The member students of the environmental club participated in the 
Olive Festival held at the Manger Square in Bethlehem where one 
of the member students of the club presented a musical perfor-
mance. 
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The students participate in the Model United Nations Program(MUN)in Greece.

A delegation from the school students participated in the Model United Nations program (MUN) held in Greek 
City of Thessaloniki during the period from 10-15 of February, 2017,
as part of the Palestinian student delegation, to attend a student conference by Anatolia College entitled AC-
MUN, the United Nations model, which is a simulation of the United Nations ,in which the students play the 
role of diplomats who represent different countries, and discuss various current political issues on the agenda 
of the United Nations. 
 
For the seventh year now, four students from grade eleven participated in the Palestinian delegation to repre-
sent the school and the state of Palestine, and to discuss the current world issues in English.
400 hundred high school and college students from 40 different countries participated in this conference. The 
conference was divided into ten committees:
1. The human rights committee: The student Luna Hussein represented Palestine in this committee and 
achieved the highest award as the best representative of this committee.
2. The disarmament and international security committee: The student Rawan Salameh represented Pal-
estine.
3. The political committee and ending colonization: The student Alicia Bahbah represented Palestine and 
was awarded a certificate of honor and distinction for her excellent performance and language.
4. The international legal committee: Yara Rajab represented Palestine.
It is worth mentioning that in this conference, our students presented a clear and excellent picture about Pal-
estine
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Taybeh: Third position in the chess Championship tournament

The school, participated in the Ramallah Governorate chess championship tournament which was held at Ein 
Misbah boys school.

23 schools participated in this tournament, and the eleventh-grader   
Ma’ ad Saed achieved the third position in this tournament. Congratulations
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Zababdeh: Achievements of the second graders

The Arabic teacher of the second grade staged an oral reading 
competition of the lesson “A Homeland That Dwells in Us” The 
competition included oral reading and answering comprehension 
questions about patriotism and the love of the homeland. The 
students’ achievements were excellent. Congratulations to our 
students and our teachers.

Grade twelve students’ parents meet with the teachers

Fr. Ibrahim Nino, the school principal and the teachers held a meeting with grade twelve students’ parents. Fr. 
Nino welcomed the parents and thanked them for attending this important meeting. Several educational issues 
were discussed in this meeting especially the students’ educational achievements and the necessity of prepar-
ing   for the General Secondary Certificate Exam(Tawjihi)which is held nationwide at the end of the school 
year. Fr. Nino advised the parents to urge their children to exert more efforts to achieve excellent results in 
this exam.

Grandpa’s Shop
During the English language lesson “Grandpa’s Shop” The first grade English teacher staged an activity about 
the fruits and vegetables, their importance and benefits for the human body, where to buy them and how to 
wash them before eating them.
The students brought some fruits and vegetables to the class, learned their English names, where to buy them 
and whether they are fruits or vegetables.
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 A picture album of Palestinian trees, herbs and plants.

 The first grade Life Sciences subject teacher staged an activity for the first graders during the lesson 
of “Palestinian Plants.” Pictures of Palestinian trees, herbs and plants were collected in a picture album. The 
name of each tree or plant  was written under each picture with a short explanation  about their importance 
and uses , especially those used for medicinal purposes.

Arabic Calligraphy
The fifth grade Arabic teacher explained to the stu-
dents the kinds of fonts in Arabic Calligraphy, and the 
most commonly used fonts. She also explained the 
tools used for writing, and demonstrated various types 
of Arabic Calligraphy fonts.

A visit to the dialysis department
The tenth graders paid a visit to the dialysis depart-
ment at Jenin Government Hospital.
The students were received by the dialysis department 
staff who briefed them on the mechanism of the work 
of this department, they also watched and actual di-
alysis process, and jotted down notes for their written 
report to the science department at the school. We 
wish all the patients speedy recovery.
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A trip in a balloon
 The second grade English teachers staged an ac-
tivity for the second graders.  The teachers and the stu-
dents filled a balloon with hot air and tied a message from 
the fourth graders addressed to whom may find it when it 
falls to the ground, and let it soar in the air.

The objective of this activity was to explain the resem-
blance with the parachute which people use to jump from 
the planes or for fun by watching how the ground and 
landmarks look like from a height of several hundred me-
ters.

Communal lunch

Within the concept of cooperation and enhancing the social relationships among the students, the social de-
partment staged  an activity in which the students themselves prepared  some food and  sweets and shared 
them with the other student in the open air in the school playground
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Mass of the beginning of the second semester

Father Ibrahim Nino the parish priest and the school principal, with the participations of  Father Rimon Haddad, 
the assistant parish priest, officiated  a mass held on the occasion of the beginning of the second semester.
The mass was attended by all the students and the teachers
In his sermon, Fr.Nino congratulated the students on the occasion of the new year 2017 and the beginning 
of the second semester, urged them to study hard, especially twelfth graders and wished them all success. 
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Beit Jala: Citrus fruit in the Kindergarten activities

The kindergarten teacher staged a special activity about the benefits and importance and of the citrus fruits, 
which are in season now, especially during winter as they provide us with the necessary vitamin C which helps 
prevent the colds which are common in winter. The students brought some fruits from their homes, such as 
oranges, mandarins and shared them .Some of the even brought some  lemons  which the teacher squeezed 
and made some  lemonade from the juice of the oranges and the lemons to demonstrate to the children how 
lemonade is made.

Communal Breakfast

The social studies teacher staged an activity for the sixth graders in the form of a communal breakfast. The 
students brought food from their homes and shared it with the other students. The objective of this activity was 
to enhance the spirit of cooperation and love among the students.



22 Feb - 2017English  Issue 37

LPS 
Palestine and Galilee

The Political Guidance department visit to the school

As a continuation to the activity which was started in the first semester,  and in cooperation with the educa-
tional supervision department of the school, the Political Guidance Department of the Ministry of Interior staff 
paid a visit to the school and delivered lectures to the students of grades 8-10.The lectures addressed the 
patriotic belonging and ways of enhancing it among the various segments of society as well as the indications 
of the motto of the State of Palestine and  the the four colors of the Palestinian flag, the Palestinian national 
anthem’s music and wording and coexistence among  all segments of the Palestinian people.

Traditional Costumes
 
The sixth grade English teacher staged an activity 
about traditional costumes of different countries. 
Some students brought some traditional costumes 
or pictures of traditional costumes from different 
countries and explained their origin, how they are 
made and where to buy them.
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The eight graders pay a visit to the Seminary

Fr. Johny Bahbah, the assistant parish priest and the senior 
teacher of the religious education in the school, and the teachers 
Abeer Massou and Diana Zeidan, accompanied the eighth graders 
for a visit to the Seminary.

The students were received by Fr. Samer Madanat who briefed 
them about the seminary which is considered the heart of the 
Latin Patriarchate, and its mission in turning out priests who serve 
the different parishes in Palestine, Jordan and Cyprus. He also 
answered the students’ questions.
It is worth mentioning that the junior seminary school  includes 
grades eight, nine and ten only, then the seminary students con-
tinue their secondary education at LPJ school,  just across the 
street from the seminary.

Marquette’s of the parts of a plant
   
The second grade teacher of the subject “Life and National Education,” staged an activity for the students, in 
application for the educational method of teaching  “Learn Through Play.”
The activity consisted of making maquettes of the parts of a plant out of putty, pasting them on sheets of card-
board and coloring them according to the  natural  colors of the plant.
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A visit to the ANTONIAN  Cahritable Society home for the elderly.
 
Within the extra-curricular activities of the religion department, the eleventh graders and the religion teachers, 
accompanied by Fr. Johny Bahbah, the assistant parish priest and the senior religion teacher, paid a visit to 
the Antonian  Charitable Society home for the elderly in Bethlehem, a rest home that cares for elderly women.

They were received by the nun in charge of the home who briefed them on the conditions of the residents who 
are mainly lonely old people who have nobody to look after them in their old age, and the services offered to 
them at the home. The society mission is trying to make sure that the elderly are cared for and not forgotten, 
The purpose of the visit was to enlighten the students about the societies that care for the elderly and the 
services offered to them. 

The students and the teachers talked to the residents who expressed their appreciation and gratitude for the 
excellent service and care offered to them, and thanked the teachers and the students for their visit and for 
this humanitarian gesture.
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A visit to St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
 The religious education department and The religious education teacher accompanied the tenth graders 
for a visit to the adjacent St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox church, the patron saint  and protector of  Beit Jala.
The were met by the church warden  who briefed them about the history of the church and about the life of St. 
Nicholas who visited the holy land between years 312-315. 

He came as a pilgrim to visit shrines in the Holy Land,and is believed to have lived for three to four years in a 
small cave in Beit Jala. St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church is built on the site of the cave. He also told them 
about the miracles of St. Nicholas, one of which was when raiding invaders surrounded Beit Jala, attacking it, 
the townsfolk bravely defended the city. Everytime the attackers tried to take the town an Old Man with a lance 
or spear stopped them in their tracks. The raiders later said that the townspeople›s bullets had little effect, it 
was the Old Man who never allowed them to move forward and take the town. And so it was Saint Nicholas 
who saved Beit Jala.
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A visit to the wildlife reserve
The science teachers of grades four and five ac-
companied the students to the wildlife reserve in Beit 
Sahour. The purpose of this visit was to enlighten the 
students about the fauna and flora of Palestine and 
the importance of protecting the endangered species 
in Palestine. 

The students were received by the man in charge of 
the wildlife reserve who briefed them about the impor-
tance of this wildlife reserve and the kinds of animals, 
both domesticated and wild that live there. 

A French educational delegation visits the 
school

Mr. Suhail Daibes, the school principal, recedived a French 
youth educational delegation headed by the French priest 
Fr. Frederick  to discuss the twinning relationship between 
Beit Jala LPJ school and a French School. The Students 
of this French school,  with their families, visited Palestine 
in 2016 and were hosted by the  families of Beit Jala LPJ 
school students. The Palestinian students will in turn visit 
France next June and will be hosted by the families of these 
students for a week.

The twinning relationship between our school and the 
French school is highly valued due to its educational and 
cultural importance for the students of both schools.
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Etiquette of hospitality

Proceeding from the principle of involving the par-
ents in the educational process of their children, the 
kindergarten teacher invited one of the children’s 
mothers to spend a day in the kindergarten with the 
children and tell them a meaningful story.
The mother also participated in preparing orange 
juice and demonstrated to the children the etiquette 
of hospitality. The children enjoyed the story and 
the orange juice.

Palestinian traditional costumes 

The fourth grade teacher of the subject  “The  National and Social Upbringing “ staged an activity about Pal-
estinian traditional costumes for the fourth graders. 
The students brought some traditional costumes to demonstrate them to the students, and the teacher showed 
a map of Palestine with the traditional costumes 
of every region in the country and explained to the students the occasions on which each costume was worn. 
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Junior TOEFl Exam

54 students from grades 8-11  sat for the Junior TOEFl  exam which was held  at the Annunciation Hall in Beit 
Jala.

The exam was supervised by the English teacher Mirna Fleifel and in cooperation with Amra Information Tech-
nology Company.

Mr. Suhial Daibes, the school principal, asserted that the purpose of this exam was to utilize the English lan-
guage as the language of research and development  and demonstrate the importance of the English language 
in the school curriculum.
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Educational play light table

Within the framework of the twinning relation with an Ital-
ian kindergarten, several workshops were held for the 
teachers of the two kindergartens for the purpose of in-
troducing new educational techniques through using elec-
tronic equipment like the computer, the projector and the 
Educational play light table
which is a new addition to the electronic equipment used.  
It is an ordinary table with a transparent surface on which 
the students trace objects placed between a sheet of pa-
per and the lit surface. 

The students enjoyed drawing on this new addition to the 
kindergarten electronic equipment and were very enthusi-
astic in using it.

Activities of the science week
The science teacher of grades three and four staged 
a week of scientific activities which included:
1. A medallion about the biodiversity.
2. Popular Palestinian dishes and a maquette of a 
sheep.
3. A  colored  poster of the Planetary Group.
4. Dissection of a fish to show its main organs and 
how its shape adapts with environment of the sea 
water.



With your help, we can complete projects to renovate buildings, purchase lab equipment, 
school supplies and furniture, as well as many more necessities.

You can even give a poor child the priceless gift of education by providing his or her 
tuition!

If you feel called to help the students in the schools of The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem, the bank details are below.

For our friends in Europe:
General Director : Rev Iyad Twal - itwal@lpj.org

www.latin-schools.org
************************************************************

Pax-Bank:
Payment Instructions:

Please pay / transfer to our current account at pax-Bank eG in Germany according to the follow-
ing instructions

•	 Beneficiary:		 	 Latin	Patriarchate	of	Jerusalem	
	 	 	 											Latin	Patriarchate	Street.	BOP	14152
	 	 	 											91141-	Jerusalem	
        Israel
•	 IBAN	(International	Bank	Account	No.)		 DE	16370601930058029017
•	 Account	with	(bank	name	&	address)	 Pax-Bank	eG,	Von-Werth-str.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 25-27,	50670	Cologne,	Germany	

Please ask your Bank to directly wire through:

WGZ-Bank,	Ludwig-Erhard-Allee	20,	40227	Duesseldorf	with	SWIFT-code	GENODEDO
Latin	Patriarchate	of	Jerusalem
Latin	Patriarchate	Street.	BOP	14152
91141-	Jerusalem
Israe
************************************************************

•For our friends in the United States:
For	U.S	Dollar	currency	transfers	utilize	the	following	bank	address:	
-	Intermediary	Bank,	
-	Credit	Suisse,	Zurich.	
-	Swift	Code:	CRESCHZZ80A	
-	Favor	of:Arab	Bank	No.49	
-	Bethlehem	Branch	No.	853
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