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Easter 2017 
“We have this treasure in clay jars”: Letter of 

Archbishop Pizzaballa to the Diocese

Letter to the Diocese

“We have this treasure in earthen vessels”

(2 Corinthians 4:7)

Dear brother bishops and priests,

Dear brothers and sisters, faithful in all our parishes and religious communities,

“Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over death. This season urgently 

calls us to conversion. Christians are asked to return to God “with all their hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for 

mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is the faithful friend who never abandons us.” With these 

powerful words, Pope Francis begins his letter to the faithful on the occasion of Lent.

Since July 15, 2016, I have been at the helm of the diocese as the Apostolic Administrator. I have spent these past 

months learning, rooting myself in what is now our shared reality: the life of our Latin Patriarchate. For the past 170 

years this Patriarchate has played and still plays an important role in the life of the Christians in the Holy Land. Our 

parishes, schools and many other institutions have contributed much to the life of the Christians in these lands and 

have strengthened our witness to Christ and his Resurrection from the dead. However, we all know that the naming of 

an Apostolic Administrator, someone from outside the Patriarchate clergy, was an unexpected decision, and it came 

as a surprise shock to many. It led to the conclusion that all is not well. Indeed, mistakes have been made and wrong 

decisions have been made which have affected the life of the Patriarchate, financially and administratively, mainly 

concerning the American University of Madaba. We had failed in some important areas, perhaps not focused enough 

on our primary mission: preaching the Gospel and dedicate ourselves to the pastoral activities.

Since last July, I have been meeting the bishops, priests, religious and lay faithful, and visiting many parts of the 

diocese. I have discovered much that is positive, encouraging and hopeful, but I have also noted that we have 

problems, a crisis that threatens our home, problems that led to me being named Administrator until a new Patriarch 

can be named, situations that we must face with honesty, courage, determination, brotherly love and, of course, with 

a strong faith in the Lord who is guiding us. A crisis, in fact, can be a place for death, but it can be, with help of the 

Holy Spirit, a place for a new life, for a rebirth in the Spirit, a place of resurrection. That is our commitment, our hope 

and our prayer. 
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I would like to share with you my joy this Lenten season that we, at the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, have indeed 

begun this journey in a very meaningful way. On the eve of Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, I decided to 

convene a gathering of all the diocesan priests of the Latin Patriarchate. I felt I was ready to start sharing with the 

priests some of my insights during these past months and to listen carefully to their suggestions and opinions. The 

priests convened on Monday, February 27 and Tuesday, February 28, in the House of the Visitation of the Sisters of 

the Rosary in Fuheis, Jordan. We focused mainly on the following topics: the life of the Latin Patriarchate with spe-

cial attention to the priests, their life and their pastoral activity; the financial problems and their possible solution; the 

preparation of internal bylaws for our administration.

I can assure you that you, beloved brothers and sisters, faithful in all our parishes, you were very present, in a way or 

another, in all our discussions and exchanges, with your difficulties, your sufferings and your hopes.

A first joy was that the bishops and all the priests who were able to come indeed came, young and old, from Jordan, 

Palestine, Israel and even from the Gulf. They came eager to learn, to listen, also to speak and we spent two days 

together in deep and meaningful discussion about our beloved Patriarchate, about our vocation and mission but also 

about the mistakes that have led us to a critical situation, mainly financial.

A second joy was to see that those gathered were committed to working through these problems, willing to face hon-

estly the reality and ready to engage whole heartedly in the necessary steps to set us back on the right path. It was 

moving to hear one priest, who spoke out loud and clear, saying: “The time has come to acknowledge our responsibil-

ity, each one of us, and to commit ourselves to a new beginning”. Another pointed out: “We need to discover how to 

transform this painful reality into a grace”. I think he meant the grace of “new beginnings”, the promise of Resurrection 

beyond the passion and death that many of us are living right now. We have much to do. Now is the time to begin the 

work of reform, reconstruction and renewal in certain sectors of our administration, but not only. Among other conclu-

sions, in fact, we decided to focus even more on our pastoral activities and to open, for instance, new diocesan offices 

for the pastoral work, which will coordinate and unify our pastoral service to the community.

Although as Apostolic Administrator I have been granted the authority to change certain financial and administrative 

realities, I am also aware that if we do not work together, our Patriarchate will not be restored to good health. It is not 

the first time we have to face serious problems in our history and in the past we could always overcome the difficulties 

with the help of God. Today, after two days with our bishops and priests, I come away full of hope. The way in front of 

us will be undoubtedly difficult, the challenges great and the obstacles big. These two days, however, convinced me 

that if we work together, focusing on our mission to serve Christ in His Church, we will overcome also this moment. I 

felt that our bishops and priests were ready to “fight the good fight” and go forward with courage, difficult as the way 

might be. Thanks to the Lord and to your good will, I begin Lent with a sense of relief, of deep gratitude and with re-

newed energy that I want to share with you all.

At the end of our meeting, the priests asked to share with all of you, with transparency, our actual difficulties, that are 

anyway already known, but at the same time also to let you know our determination to solve all this, with the help of 

God and the full commitment of all of us.

I ask you all to pray during Lent that we may indeed work together, bishops, priests, religious men and women, lay 

men and women, youth and aged ones. Like “apostolic life” of the earliest community of believers in Jerusalem, we 

too must be “of one heart and soul” (Acts 4:32), confident that what the Lord began 170 years ago, He will continue 

to sustain and support.
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Indeed, Lent is a journey of conversion. We, bishops and priests in the Patriarchate, are among the sinners who 

implore God’s mercy and beg for the grace of conversion. Our mistakes and wrong judgments are clearly set before 

our eyes, like the repenting Psalmist (Ps 51 (50): 5) says. We must admit that we are like cracked and broken clay 

vessels. We were entrusted with much but in our human fragility, we allowed much to be wasted. Yet we know that 

the Lord uses vessels that are fragile and providential tools in His plan of salvation. Saint Paul puts it well: “ For God, 

who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 

may be of God, and not of us.  We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair” 

(2 Corinthians 4:6-8). We can be certain that the treasure we have been charged with will shine through even though 

we are earthen vessels.

Brothers and sisters, united in prayer this Lent, we set our face to follow the Lord to Jerusalem. Yes, the way will be 

a hard one but let me share with you my confidence that if we persevere with Him, we will emerge in the light of His 

Resurrection!

May the Lord bless you all in this Lenten journey!

Jerusalem, 3 March 2017

+ Pierbattista Pizzaballa

Apostolic Administrator
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The French Consul visits the general administration of LPJ schools 

His Excellency  the French Consul, Mr. Pierre Cochard accompanied by Father Luc, the church affairs official at the 

consulate, paid a visit to the general administration of LPJ schools in Palestine.

His Excellency was received by Fr. Dr. Iyad twal, the director general of LPJ schools in Palestine and the general 

secretary of the General Secretariat of the Christian Educational Institutions in Palestine.

Fr. Twal presented an elaborate explanation about the Christian schools in general and about LPJ schools in particu-

lar, and explained to His Excellency the difficulties   and challenges they encounter.

His Excellency thanked Fr. Iyad for his hospitality and asked him to convey his thanks and appreciation to all LPJ 

employees.

Fr. Iyad then invited  His Excellency for lunch.
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LPS celebrate Ash Wednesday

The Greek Orthodox and the Catholic church entities 

agreed to celebrate Easter in the northern region of Pal-

estine, Galilee and Jordan according the Julian calendar, 

and Christmas according to the Gregorian calendar. This 

agreement does not include Bethlehem and Jerusalem.  

Once every several years, like this year 2017, the Greek 

Orthodox Easter and the Western Easter happen to fall on 

the same day, April16, 2017. So, on Wednesday, March1, 

LPS schools in the northern region, Galilee and Jordan cel-

ebrated Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of the 

great Lent. 

 The students attended the holy mass and received ash on 

their foreheads. In their sermons, the priests said that fasting does not mean only abstaining from eating meat, but 

also abstaining from sin. What is the use of fasting if you abstain from eating meat and at the same time you eat your 

brother’s flesh. They added that whatever money we spare during fasting by depriving ourselves from the things we 

like most, is not ours. It must go to the poor and the needy.

Ash Wednesday is one of the most popular and important holy days in the liturgical calendar .It marks the beginning 

of the Season of Lent which is a season of penance, reflection, fasting  and prayer which prepares us for Christ›s 

Resurrection on Easter Sunday, through which we attain redemption. It is observed by fasting, abstinence from meat 

and repentance. It takes place 46 days before Easter Sunday, and is chiefly observed by abstinence from meat. 

Some people also abstain from eating the things they like most.

During the holy mass the priest applies the ashes to a person›s forehead, he speaks the words: «Remember that you 

are dust, and to dust you shall return.»

The Ashes

The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year. The ashes 

are christened with Holy Water and fumigated by incense. The ashes symbolize penance and contrition.

Blessed Lent to all

Aboud
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Beit Sahour

Bir Zeit

Jifna
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Nablus
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The director general congratulates the mother teachers

Fr. Dr. Iyad Twal addressed a congratulatory message to the mother teachers and the mothers working with LPJ 

schools.

In his letter Fr. Iyad Said : “Warm greetings to all the mothers who work in 

our schools. Just as motherhood gives life and teaches its walks, so the 

profession of teaching includes a great part of motherhood. Educating and 

teaching an honest and thinking person,and a heart full of giving and good-

ness, and hands that work and accomplish.   Happy Mother’s Day.”

Fr. Iyad Twag

The Dierctor General of LPJ Schools

In Palestine and Galilee
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Our Schools in March

Aboud
Citrus fruit and 

Juices

The kindergarten teacher 

staged an activity in which the 

students helped in squeezing 

some citrus fruit which they 

brought from home. The stu-

dents tasted the different kinds 

of juices, and learnt their uses 

and benefits.

A ield trip

The science teachers  (members of the environmental club) accompanied the ninth graders in a field trip to the 

Lemon Valley, to the north of the village to acquaint the students with  the fauna and flora of the area.

The students saw many kinds of wild flowers and learnt their names, and by chance they saw a tortoise and some 

wild rabbits. They also saw many fresh water springs and quenched their thirst on their fresh water.

 The Lemon Valley, which got its name from the hundreds of lemon trees that dot almost the entire valley, is consid-

ered one of the nature reserves in Palestine due to its beautiful landscape and cool weather in the summer.
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The Annual Carnival
On the occasion of the beginning of lent, the school administration staged the annual carnival which included several 

activities and sports. 

The day was started with a communal breakfast of manakish for all the students (loaves of bread baked with olive 

oil and thyme). This was followed by the various sections of the carnival which included drawing on the faces of the 

children of the kindergarten and the first graders, and sports activities which included: the chairs game, throwing the 

plates, the tug of war, the game of the spoon and the tennis ball, transporting water, racing in sacks , and other activi-

ties.

The students enjoyed the day and the various activities away from the daily school routine.
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Attending a theatrical 
performance

The students of grades 3-6 attended a 

theatrical performance of the play “The 

Dwarf and the Miller’s Daughter” which 

was presented Al Qasaba theatre in 

Ramallah.

The theme of the play addressed sev-

eral educational and moral issues like 

keeping the promises, honesty and 

mother’s love and sacrifice.

Representatives of The National 
Bank of Palestine visit the school

Within the framework of the banking week for children 

and youth, representatives of The National Bank of Pal-

estine paid a visit to the school. They were met by the 

school principal Mrs.  Intisar Fawadleh who accompa-

nied them to meet with the students of grades 8 and 9. 

The bank representatives gave a glimpse about the 

banking system in Palestine, the  work of the bank , the 

regular and electronic banking services it offers, the im-

portance of saving and the saving choices the bank of-

fers. The National Bank of Jerusalem, which is operated 

by Palestinian capital, is considered one of the most im-

portant pillars of the Palestinian economy. 
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Beit Sahour  Album of Palestinian plants

The first grade teacher of the subject “The National and Life Upbringing” staged  an activity in which the students 

brought picture of different Palestinian trees, plants and herbs and stuck them on the pages of a picture album with 

their names, their habitat and the medicinal usage of some of them. The Album will be used as a reference and will 

be placed in the school library.

Celebrating the annual Carnival and they open Day 
On the occasion of the beginning of Lent, the school staged the annual carnival for all the students from grades 1-12.

The celebration was carried out in the school hall and playgrounds .  The day was started by attending the Holy Mass 

officiated by father Bashar Fawadleh who wished everybody a happy day. The celebrations included several activities  

like singing, acting, playing musical instruments, group games, a mimic traditional Palestinian wedding in traditional 

Palestinian  costumes, drawing on the faces and Palestinian folk dances. The student’s council sold some  Food & 

Sweets donated by the students’ parents.
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Bir Zeit Attending a theatrical performance
 

Students  of grade 1-6 attended the theatrical performance of the play “The Midget and the Miller’s Daughter”. The 

theme of the play concentrated on the values of keeping the promises, not lying, honesty, the mother’s love and 

tenderness.

A Lecture on comparison of religions and about Archbishop Capucci 

The religious education department  invited Fr. Abdullah Yulio, the parish priest of the Melkite Greek Catholic church 

in Ramallah to deliver  a lecture to the students of grade nine entitled “ Comparison of Religions.” Fr. Yulio talked 

about the right of return as a sacred right which cannot be waived for the Palestinian people and called for work for 

achieving the national unity among the Palestinians.

 He also talked about Archbishop Hilarion Capucci, the former Melkite Greek Catholic Archbisop of Jerusalem, born 

in Aleppo, Syria in 1922, and was appointed bishop of Jerusalem in 1965.  Archbishop Capucci opposed the Israeli 

occupation in Palestine and was accused of smuggling weapons from Beirut to Palestinian fighters and was sen-

tenced to a 12-year prison term. In 1976 his prison term was reduced on condition that he leave Palestine perma-

nently.    His deportation turned him into a roving icon as he travelled the world speaking on behalf of the Palestinian 

cause. His life was a demonstration of the oneness of the Arab peoples and their shared pains and hopes. Despite 

his deportation, he once again set foot in the Holy Land in 2008 at the age of 86. He passed away in Rome in 2017.

At the end of the lecture, Fr. Abdullah hoped that the vita of Archbishop Capucci would enlighten the students about 

the oness of the Palestinian people despite their different religions. 
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Lectures about the truth-
fulness and honesty 

Rania Shahwan, the president of the stu-

dents’ council delivered a lecture and showed 

a documentary on the topic of truthfulness 

and honesty for the students of grade one 

and grades ten and eleven.

Congratulations to Rania on a job well done 

Friends from France visit the School 

The school received the French friends of the school, Mrs. Merriam and her husband who came on a special visit to 

the school. They were received by Fr. Louis Hazboun, the Parish priest and the school principal Mrs.Rawand  Musal-

lam.  They also met with the French teachers

It is worth mentioning that Mrs. Merriam visited the school during the 

summer of 2016 and met with a group of students.

 Mrs. Merriam asserted on the continuity of the educational relation-

ship between the two schools and extended an invitation to the stu-

dents to visit France, especially to the school
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Spring Stroll

As spring season is drawing near, the kindergarten 

teachers staged a stroll for the kindergarteners in the 

nearby fields to watch the beauty of nature and ob-

serve the ecological changes. The children were very 

pleased to notice the wild flowers cover the fields and 

how the barren fields are now covered with wild flow-

ers and green grass.

the plants of Palestine  and the  Palestinian traditional costumes 
During the lesson of “Plants of My Country,” the first grade teacher of the subject of “The National Education,” in-

formed the students about the different edible wild plants  of  Palestine, how they are prepared for eating and their 

benefit . Some students brought from their homes some plants like thyme and mallows. The teacher explained their 

different uses and benefits.

In a similar activity, the fourth grade teacher of the subject of “The National Upbringing” talked about the Palestinian 

traditional costumes. Some students brought some costumes and the teacher explained their importance as part of 

our Palestinian heritage.
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Celebrating the  international women’s day
On the occasion of the  International Women›s Day which falls on the 8th of March, the students’ council staged a 

special activity to celebrate the women›s day which is celebrated in many countries around the world. The celebration 

included several sections and was held at the school hall and was attended by all the students, the teachers and the 

administration. This celebration aims at recognizing the women’s role and achievements without regard to divisions, 

whether national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, economic or political. It also comes to enhance the role of the woman in 

various walks of life in society whether be it in the struggle or in building. We wish all the Palestinian women all the 

best.

The  branch manager of The Bank of 
Jerusalem pays a visit to the school

Within the framework of the children and youth banking week, 

the branch manager of the Bank of Jerusalem in the town paid 

a visit to the school. He was received by the school principal 

who accompanied him to deliver a lecture to the students of 

grades 9, 10 and 11 about the banking services offered by 

the Palestinian banks in general and the Bank of Jerusalem in 

particular. The bank of Jerusalem, operating with a Palestin-

ian Capital, is considered one of the most important pillars of 

the Palestinian economy. 

The students paid a visit to the bank and observed the bank-

ing services and procedures.
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Celebrations 
The school celebrated The Mother’s Day, The International Women’s Day and the anniversary of Al Karamah Battle.

The female students paid a visit to Fr. Anton’s Club for the elderly and performed some traditional Palestinian dances 

and songs.

During the morning assembly, some students delivered speeches and recited poems about the mothers and about 

the victory of the Jordanian army over the invading Israeli army at Al Karamah Battle.
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Jenin Traic lights drill
 LPJ kindergarten teachers staged an activity for teaching the children the indication 

of each color of the traffic lights and the necessity of abiding by these indications for 

their own safety. The teachers also explained the role and the job of the traffic police in directing the traffic and helping 

the pedestrians, and the necessity of cooperation with them to avoid any unfortunate accidents.

Nas  Radio in Jenin hosts LPJ Al Hayat kindergarten principal
On Sunday March 12th 2017, Nas  Radio in Jenin hosted the principal of LPJ  Al Hayat  kindergarten Mrs. Sawsan  

Albasha in the program “  Knigthts of the Future.”  The program, which was transmitted livestream, was started with 

an introduction by the presenter of the program. She gave a detailed explanation about the kindergarten and the 

importance of its existence in the city, then she conducted the dialogue with the principal who commended the role 

of the kindergarten, it›s  teachers and administration in adapting new educational curriculum and teaching methods. 

She asserted that the general administration of LPJ schools seeks to make from our schools a beacon of knowledge 

and learning. The program received several phone calls and inquiries from the children›s parents as well as from the 

people of the town. These questions were answered by the program presenter and the principal.

At the end of the program, lots were drawn and presents were presented to the kindergarten children. The parents 

commended the unique role and distinguished entity of the kindergarten, and expressed their pleasure for having 

their children in this kindergarten.
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A school trip for the kindergarteners
The administration of Al Hayat  LPJ kindergarten staged a recreational school trip for the kindergarteners to “AL 

Bustan” amusement park.

School trips aim at taking the child away from the daily routine of the school, enhance his self-confidence and strength-

en the spirit of cooperation and communication among the students.

The students enjoyed the trip very much and were kind of reluctant to leave the park.
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Jifna A medical team visits the school 
           A medical team from the Ramallah and Bireh Directorate of Education paid a vis-

it to the school to carry out a medical checkup for the students. The checkup included teeth and eyes examinations.

At the end of the visit, the team reported to the administration the cases of the students who needed medical follow 

up.

A visit to the touristic sites
 The teacher of the fourth grade accompanied the students in a field trip to the touristic sites and the old 

houses in the town. The purpose of this trip was to acquaint the students with the touristic sites and their importance 

for the Palestinian society.

Attending a musical performance
Upon invitation from Edward Said conservatory, the stu-

dents attended a musical performance at Nassib Aziz 

Shahin theatre at Bir Zeit University.

The performance included playing various musical piec-

es and an explanation of the different kinds of musical 

instruments used in the performance. 

After the performance the students toured the different 

colleges of the university to form an idea of what college 

they will join after they finish high school.
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The Annual Carnival
On the occasion of the beginning of lent, the school administration staged the annual carnival. The carnival included 

several activities and sports such as 

drawing of the faces of the children of the kindergarten and the first graders, and the sports activities which included: 

the chairs game, throwing the plates, the tug of war, the game of the spoon and the tennis ball, transporting water, 

racing in sacks , and other activities.

The students enjoyed the day and the various activities away from the daily school routine
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Nablus The nutritional Pyramid in French

 Within the plan of the French language department, the eighth grade French teacher 

staged an activity in which the students made carton pyramid maquettes with pictures of the different kinds of food 

including vegetables, meat, fruits and drinks, their nutritional value and the daily needs of the body of  vitamins, protein 

and carbohydrates, and what kinds of food provide us with each.

TOEFL,Primary-Junior exams
Student of grades six and seven sat for the TOEFL primary 

exam and the students of grades eight and nine sat for the 

TOEFL Junior.

The grand total of the students who sat for these two exams is 

83 students, and the results they achieved were almost identi-

cal to the results they achieve in the school exams. Some of 

the students even got full  marks which shows the high stand-

ard of the English teaching at the school and the great efforts 

exerted by the English teachers to raise the standard of the 

English language at the school.

The school principal  asserted on the importance of these ex-

ams as they form a criterion for the English level of the school 

and show the points of strength to enhance them, and the 

points of weakness to improve them.  
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Speech Competition
The English department staged a speech competition for the grades 6-10.The referee panel consisted of Mrs. Reem 

Jayousi, a lecturer at AL Najah University and Miss Yasmin Shak’ah. At the end of the competition the school 

principal Mrs. Abeer Hanna Thanked the referees for their time and cooperation, and also thanked the English depart-

ment and the English teacher  for initiating and launching this competition,. She also congratulated the students on 

their excellent performance and urged them to carry on the good work.

A Palestinian 
wedding and t

raditional costumes
Within the annual plan of the sub-

ject of “The National and Social 

Upbringing, ” the fourth grade 

teacher explained the traditions 

and customs  of the Palestinian 

wedding (Now observed mainly 

in Palestinian villages) , the kinds 

of traditional costumes  and  the 

kufiyyah  that people wear for 

such occasions, the songs and 

the kind of food served in wed-

dings.
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Participation in Palestine exhibition for science and technology
Seventeen students participated in Palestine Exhibition for Science and Technology staged by Nablus Directory of 

Education .The students presented nine projects, two of them qualified for the next phase nationwide. These two 

projects are “Klaket” and “ Care Without Borders”

The participating projects are:

1. A Quiet Night: Presented by Bakr Shakhshir and Abdullah Saleh. The project is a pillow which contains a 

gadget sensitive to snoring. At the sound of snoring, the gadget shakes the pillow and makes the sleeping person 

change his sleeping position and stop snoring.

2. No for Collisions: Presented by Karim Nazzal and Sami Swedan. The idea of the project is to prevent or lessen 

car accidents by controlling  gadgets  installed in the car brakes.

3. “Keep it Clean” Presented by Haya Dawani and Nadeen Shafi’i. The projects aims keeping public toilets clean. 

The project is a pedal connected to a moisture sensor which is in turn connected to the toilet door. In case of the 

wrong use of the toilet , the door gets locked for a certain period of time.

4.“Protect Them”:Presented by Shahd Al Kawni and Dhalia Jaddou’.The project aims at protecting the children 

who are left in cars from chocking because of the fumes and the heat. The project is a bracelet which is put on the 

wrist of the children who are sensitive to heat and fumes. The bracelet sends a signal to the mother’s mobile phone 

when heat or fumes reach an abnormal range level.

5.“Care Without Borders” presented byHala Al Sader and Alia Danbak.The project aims at keeping the refugees 

warm through heating the rainwater and supplying them with electricity by using solar cells as a source of alternative 

power.

6.“The Night Power”Presented by Amr Hashaikeh:The project aims at recycling the light power lost on the streets 

and returning it to its original source which is the electric power through using gadgets installed on the electricity pil-

lars.

7.“Klaket” presented by Muhammad  Abu Shamat and Hamdi Shaheen.The project aims at getting the people 

out of the hypothetical environment to the real world. It is a wireless speaker which stops talking when the sensor 

hears your name.

8.“Your power in Your Step” Prepared by Muhammad Hijazi and Amir Darwish. The project aims at utilizing the 

pedestrians  movement which is wasted daily to produce electricity and collect it in batteries to benefit from it.

9.“Streets that have compassion on animals” Presented by Nawras Huwwari and Omar Abu Zunt. The project 

aims at protecting the animals on the roads by supplying the cars with an ultrasound gadget that emits sounds which 

humans cannot hear but the animals can hear and move away from the road.
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A visit to the Arab Bank

Within the framework of the children and youth 

banking  week , the students of grade eight 

paid a visit to the branch of  The Arab Bank in 

Nablus. The students visited the various sec-

tions of the bank and were given brochures 

and  briefed about the banking services of-

fered by the  Palestinian banks in general and 

the Arab Bank in particular. The Arab bank is 

considered one of the most important pillars 

of the Palestinian economy . 

Celebrating the feast of 
St. Joseph, the patron saint of 

the school

The school celebrated the feast of its patron saint,  

St Joseph, with a Holy Mass officiated by Fr. Simon 

Hijazin.  All the teachers and the students  attended  

the mass.

It is worth mentioning that the school carries the 

name of St. Joseph Nuns

LPJ School.  St. Joseph is the fiancé of the blessed  

Virgin Mary, and is known as the chaste Joseph. 

He worked as a carpenter in  Nazareth, that is why 

he was called Joseph the carpenter. He brought up 

the Lord Jesus and set an excellent example of the 

Christian family.
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Rama Drill  on preventive evacuation with the civil defense

The school administration staged a preventive evacuation drill in case of earthquakes in accordance with the recom-

mendations of the Ministry of Education and the internal front for emergencies. The drill was started at 10 o›clock in 

the morning. When the sounds of sirens were heard in the school, the students and the teachers left the classrooms 

and ran to the outside yards each according to the place appointed for him beforehand. 

Several preparatory meetings were held for the teachers and the students to explain the importance of this drill and 

about the earthquakes in order to minimize the casualties in case of an actual earthquake, God forbid.  

The drill was supervised by the school inspector, the inspector of the kindergarten , the school principal and the school 

emergency team.

 The complete evacuation process did not take the student , the teachers and the administration more than two min-

utes to get to the school yards.

A communal breakfast 
As part of the extra-curricular activities 

and on the occasion of the beginning of 

lent, the school administration, in coop-

eration with the students’ council and 

the environment club, staged a commu-

nal breakfast for all the students.

The food for this breakfast was prepare 

by the students and the teachers and 

included the kinds of food usually eaten 

during lent.
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Ramallah A police awareness and guidance lecture
 The awareness and guidance officers at the police headquarters in Ramallah gover-

norate delivered an awareness and guidance lecture to 50 students. Major Muhammad 

Barad’ieh, the political commissar of the Ramallah police and major Midhat  Qaluleh, deputy of the public relations of-

ficer, delivered a lecture to the  third graders about the nature  and importance of the police work and the  great efforts 

the police department exerts to keep the peace and security, apply the law and preservation of life and property. They 

also explained the different sections of the police department and the work of each section. The speakers asserted 

on the importance of the role of every person in keeping peace and security through cooperation with the police by 

reporting any incident that endangers the citizens security  and breaks the law.

At the end of the lecture the teacher of the National Upbringing subject, who initiated this activity, thanked the police 

officers and the police department for their important role in keeping peace and security and for enhancing the aware-

ness  of the students through their enlightenment lectures to the students.

Participation in the elections of the children’s municipal council
On Monday March 6, the municipality of Ramallah staged general elections for the children’s Municipal Council at 

the building of the Ottoman Court. The children›s Municipal Council aims at creating awareness among the children 

in respect of  their potentials and abilities, and to develop their self-confidence and is also a podium for the children 

to express their opinion and deliver it to the decision-makers. It also aims at developing the  sense of responsibility 

towards the  general societal issues and to develop the spirit of  voluntary work, the concept  of democracy and the 

spirit of citizenship among the children towards their town and their country. 89 students from 17 public, private and  

UNRWA ran for the elections.

Six students from our school nominated themselves for the elections and the ninth-grader Anitta Bahbah was elected 

for the council.
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Representatives of The bank of 
Palestine visit the school

 

Within the framework of the Children Banking Week, rep-

resentatives of the Bank of  Palestine paid a visit to the 

school. They were accompanied by the school principal 

to grade eight where they handed out an educational bul-

letin  for the students, and presented a glimpse about 

the banking services that the banks in Palestine offer, 

especially the Bank of  Palestine which is considered one 

of the most important pillars of the Palestinian economy 

with a Palestinian capital.

Cleanliness and the concept of belonging
In order to enhance the concept of belonging and to assert on the importance of the students’ participation in clean-

ing inside the school ,  the Environmental Club of the school staged voluntary work in which the students of grade 

six volunteered to clean the schoolyards. The importance of belonging to the school and the importance of keeping it 

clean was explained to the students as the school is considered the second home  for the student which must be kept 

clean to look beautiful in a clean environment.

A visit to the Ottoman 
Courthouse

Within the framework of the extra-curricular 

activities of the school, the Environmental 

Club staged a visit for the sixth graders to the 

Ottoman Courthouse in Ramallah. The edi-

fice dates back to the Ottoman era and is now 

owned and run by the Ramallah municipality. 

It comprises several factories and workshops 

such as a factory for manufacturing medi-

cines, liquid soap, sterilized gel and work-

shops for repairing electric equipment and a 

workshop for making musical instruments. 
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The third position in the gymnastic championship
The fourth grader Mousa Madani achieved the third position in the gymnastic championship for the elementary stage 

which was staged by the Ramallah office of education for the government and private schools in Ramallah governo-

rate, and hosted by Ramallah LPJ School Al Ahliyyah College.

Fr.Ibrahim Shomali, the school principal and Mr. Hanna Basir, the academic principal distributed the prizes and the 

shields to the winners.

The second position in the chil-
dren’s drawings competition

The sixth grader Miral Barghouthi achieved the 

second position in the children’s drawing competi-

tion, and won the first prize of JD50. 296 students 

from four neighboring countries, Palestine, Jordan, 

Lebanon and Iraq participated in this competition. 

Miral’s painting depicts the image of real peace for 

which all the children of Palestine are looking for-

ward to. It is a portrait of a Palestinian girl wear-

ing a Palestinian traditional dress embroidered with 

colorful colors which reflect the beauty of the Pal-

estinian life. The girl in the portrait is looking at the 

blue sky with some white clouds and a dove with 

an olive branch in its beak, the symbol of peace 

which is the preponderant propensity and anticipat-

ed  hope of all the Palestinian people in general and 

the Palestinian children in particular.

Congratulations to Miral and Al Ahaliyyah College
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Reneh The march of the Book for the secondary stage
  On Thursday, Feb 16,2017, the school staged “The March of the Book”. The cel-

ebration was started by a word from the school principal in which she encouraged the 

students on reading and to make reading a daily feature to develop their thinking and widen their horizon.

The program included:

• A poem by the student Layan Masalhah with background music on the flute played by the students Hassib Shami.
• The students Evelyn  Saffouri talked about the importance of reading and about her personal experience in reading.
• The two students Lyn Khoury and Lana  Urabi read sayings about the importance of the book and its impact on our 
minds.

• The two students Ranin Khoury and Mariam Zarourah defined the meaning of reading.
• The students Salam Eweis quoted the sayings of the wise  people who acquired their wisdom from the book.
After the celebration the students returned to their classes and decorated them with posters they made about the 

importance of reading.
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Dialogue between Arab and Jewish students
Through the program “Dialogue Through  Cinema,” the topic of the short films produced and directed by the media 

students, in cooperation with students of Jewish schools, was discussed for two consecutive days.

On the first day , the program included activities and joint dialogues between Arab and Jewish students on the theme 

of a short film about an Arab-Jewish musical band from Haifa which was screened. The dialogues also touched upon 

coexistence through arts, whether musical of educational films.

On the second day another film, also produced by Arab and Jewish students, was screened. The film touched upon 

rising above the daily conflicts and tension, and  enhances coexistence despite the daily conflicts

A visit to Amdox Company

The twelfth graders paid a visit to the offices of Amdox Company in the artificial garden in Nazareth.They were re-

ceived by Mr. Hani Zahrani, the head of one of the departments in the company. He talked to the students about the 

various services offered by the company, and about the extent of the advanced development of the Hitech today.

The students visited the control room of the company and listened to a lecture about the vocational guidance and 

the constituents of the labor market. The lecture was delivered by Maram Jubran, the specialist in this field. She ex-

plained how to learn professions required by the local market which are generally far from the conventional academic 

field. She advised the students to discover their trends in practical life.
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An educational lectured entitled “Let’s enlighten the coming generation”
Within educational project specialized for grade nine on the subject of sexual assaults, the school hosted the social 

worker Fatina Bishara who delivered a lecture to the students’ parents in which she explained the concept of the dif-

ferent kinds of sexual assaults and the role   of the parents in dealing with their children under these recurrent events 

around them. 

She also delivered a second lecture to the staff in the secondary section to raise their awareness on the subject, and 

to direct the teachers how to befriend the students in order to open communication channels with them concerning 

the problems  of sexual assaults, and how to deal with them and solve them.

Reception of the writer Dr. Rawiya Burbarah
The students of grades nine and ten received the creative writer Dr. Rawiya Burbarah, the inspector of the Arabic 

Language who paid a visit to the school to conclude a one-month activity of reading her writings in poetry, stories 

and plays. 

Both the general director, Fr.Elias Odeh,  and the school principal Yvette Sayegh welcomed her warmly and ex-

pressed their joy for this visit and their continuous support for  such educational programs.

The reception comprised various activities such as singing a song she wrote and acting a section of one of her 

plays,” On the Shores of Travel”

 At the end of the reception , Dr. Rawiya delivered a speech in which she expressed her joy and gratitude for the 

students warm reception and asserted on the importance of maintaining the Arabic Language and the importance 

and benefits of reading.

The school principal concluded the reception by thanking Dr. Rawiyah for this visit and also thanked the students 

who participated in the singing, acting and playing the music for the songs, and the teachers who exerted efforts in 

training the students.



38

LPS Palestine Israel

March  2017English  Issue 38

Taybeh
A visit to the chemical detergents factory

The school administration staged a visit for the eleventh graders to Star Factory for Chemical detergents in Ramallah.

This activity comes within the practical application of the lesson “The Chemical Detergents” in the curriculum of the 

scientific culture for grade eleven, about the chemical detergents, their kinds, ingredients, and manufacturing.

At the factory, the students visited the different sections which included: the solid soap section, the washing powder 

detergent section, the whiteners section, the liquid detergents section and the water distilling section.

The factory chemical engineer gave a detailed explanation about every section and answered the students’ questions 

in a detailed manner.

At the end of the visit, the students thanked the chemical engineer for his patience and kindness and expressed their 

joy for the great benefit the acquired from this visit.
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Zababdeh Exhibition of Palestinian embroidery

The subject of “National Upbringing ” in the Palestinian curriculum aims to show the 

Palestinian heritage , including the Palestinian traditional meals. Palestinian  traditional dresses and embroidery.

The fourth graders brought some embroidered traditional dresses and the teacher explained the indications of the 

colors of the threads used in embroidery and the importance of these embroidered items in showing the Palestinian 

heritage and Palestinian identity as they are witnesses on the Palestinian culture.

Arabic Calligraphy
The Arabic teacher of grades five and six demonstrated to the students the types of fonts used in  the Arabic calligra-

phy,  the name of each font, the most commonly used ones and the kinds of pens used for writing them.

She also staged another activity by dividing the class into groups and asking them to write a composition entitled “Acre 

and the Sea” The first activity aimed at encouraging the students to improve their Arabic handwriting and learning 

writing skills, and the second activity aimed at enhancing the cooperation spirit and team work.
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BeitJala Representatives from the Ministry 
of Education attend  a parents’ meeting

Two representatives from the Ministry of Education-Bethlehem Directorate attended an educational meeting with the 

parents and the teachers of the students of grades 1-4.

The school Principal Mr. Suhail Daibes welcomed the two representatives and thanked them for attending this meet-

ing. He extended his gratitude to the educational supervision department at the directorate of education in particular, 

and the directorate in general for their constant cooperation , and presented a short summary of the school’s pioneer 

role in adopting this new academic orientation for years, and  announced that it is officially adopted by the Ministry 

of Education. He stressed that this new curriculum considers the school a place of learning and not only a place for 

examinations, and expressed his appreciation and encouragement to this vision and the new educational application.

Dr. Shibli Azzeh presented an interesting explanation and gave several examples about this new curriculum and the 

new method of evaluation , and pointed out to its importance in the scientific subjects and the major changes it creates 

in the  student’s personality. He also pointed out that this new method decreases giving information and increases the 

skills of acquiring knowledge and the values and the trends of the child.

Mr. Yasser Asakreh then gave a lengthy explanation of the reflections of this mechanism and curriculum on develop-

ing all the personality walks of the child in addition to teaching him reading, writing and listening comprehension in 

the literary subjects, and asserted on the importance of this method and curriculum in establishing a better future.

The speakers agreed that this change will be completed through the application of the final stage to all the classes 

up grade twelve.

The teachers presented several interventions in which they expressed their welcome to this idea and the importance 

of applying it due to its importance in building up the child’s personality away from fear, intimidation and tension.

 The attendants thanked the school administration and teachers for holding this meeting as a means of communica-

tion at this very important and sensitive stage, and asserted their confidence in the school for its spirit of excellence 

in dealing with the students. Many of them presented their expertise in this field and their confidence that things are 

progressing to the better through this new curriculum.

AT the end of the meeting, Mr. Daibes, the school principal, again thanked the attendants for sticking to the success 

of this idea and the purpose of this meeting, and asserted on the importance of working as a family on all the issues of 

the educational process, and that the school is an essential part of the educational process and not a guest. He asked 

for more work and cooperation with the teachers who shoulder the major burden in cooperation with the administra-

tion in order to achieve the desired change and development behind it.
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Palestinian traditional popular meals
The subject of “National Upbringing ” in the Palestinian curriculum aims to show the Palestinian heritage , including 

the Palestinian traditional meals, Palestinian traditional dresses and embroidery.

In application of the lesson “Our Popular Traditional Food ”  in the subject of “The National Upbringing”, The subject 

teachers of the fourth grade staged an activity for the fourth graders by preparing  a famous popular traditional  Pal-

estinian meal “Mujaddara”(Rice with lentils).

The students enjoyed the meal which is usually served with salad or yogurt.

Cooking and Confectionary
Among the various extracurricular activities, the students enjoy the extra-curricular class of cooking and confection-

ary.

Under the supervision and guidance of Mrs. Alice Abu Sa’da, the students, both males and females, practiced cook-

ing some meals and baking some cookies and cakes which they shared with the other students and the teachers who 

expressed their liking of the students production and appreciation for the teachers efforts.
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The school hosts the educational forum 

 The school halls and the Annunciation Hall, in cooperation with the Directory of Education in Bethlehem Governorate, 

hosted the educational forums for the subjects of social studies and educational superviision. The Forum was open 

by Mr. Sami Mruwweh, the Director of Education. Present at the opening were  Mr. Walid Radwan, the director of the 

educational supervision  at the directory of education, the school principal Mr. Suhail Daibes, the supervisors of the 

social studies Majdi Azzeh and Maram Dibs, and the teachers of the social studies in the governorate.

The Director of Education concluded the educational forum for guidance held at the hall of the eelementary  school 

and honored the educational supervisors on the occasion of the day of the Palestinian educational supervisor which 

falls on the 25th of February every year. He also honored the school for its great cooperation with the directorate of 

education.

The Director of education and Mr. Radwan, accompanied by the school principal, paid a flying visit to the kindergarten 

and the school facilities and met with the teachers and the administration staff. He listened to the principal’s expla-

nation on the new educational methods both the school and the kindergarten introduced this year and the positive 

interaction with the new curriculum and the basis of evaluation.

The director of education thanked the school principal and the teachers for the efforts exerted in the educational pro-

cess and expressed his liking for the teaching aids used in the school.

At the end of the visit, the director of education presented the school with a shield as a means of appreciation for host-

ing the forums and its continuous cooperation with the family of education. 
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Using the internet for research

The fifth grade teacher of social studies staged an activity for 

the fifth graders to encourage them on using the method of elec-

tronic research by using the internet. The students were divided 

into groups and a different subject was appointed for each group. 

The students prepared their subject through search for informa-

tion on the internet. They gathered information and presented it 

in class. The purpose of this activity is using the internet for good 

purposes and to encourage cooperation and team work

A video conference
Within the program of General Global Communication, Beit Jala LPJ School, in corporation with Tony Blair Founda-

tion , staged a video conference for the eleventh graders and  students from different schools in  Ukraine ,Philippine 

and Jordan .The theme of the conference, which lasted  for  about an hour was “Dialogue.”  Several issues such as 

customs, traditions, education ,  religious  coexistence, accepting the other, and several other issues that concern 

the school life and practical life in each of the participating countries. The purpose of this conference, which was 

held in English, was to learn about the cultures of the participating countries, enhance the students’ dialogue skills, 

electronic communication, and using the English language to express themselves in dialogue.
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A visit to the touristic sites 
and Bethlehem Historical 

Museum 

The social studies department staged a visit 

for the sixth graders to the touristic sites in 

Bethlehem governorate including the Church 

of Nativity, the Church of the Milk Grotto, 

Bethlehem Historical Museum and the Shep-

herds Field in Beit Sahour. 

At the museum the students were received 

by tourist guides and the museum officials 

who explained to the students that the mu-

seum expresses the historical identity of 

Bethlehem and Palestine. The items exhib-

ited at the museum are rare archaeological 

items, and items excavated by Palestinian 

and foreign archeological expeditions. It also 

enhances the Palestinian potentials in pre-

serving the Palestinian heritage and encour-

ages both internal and international tourism. 

Bethlehem is an old historical city, and its 

long historical and religious heritage defines 

the Palestinian identity.

The students took down notes to discuss 

them in class during the social studies class.

A irst aid lecture
The class teacher of grade 7 

staged a lecture on first aid which 

was delivered by one of the 12 

graders, Zeid Azze. Zeid ex-

plained how to deal with scorpion 

stings and snake bites as summer 

is drawing near. He also  demon-

strated  how to perform artificial 

respiration  and how to deal with 

choking on food. It›s worth men-

tioning Zeid  is a member of the 

medical team in the Palestinian 

Medical Relief Association and 

he is well-experienced in this field
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The teachers’ annual trip
 Hiking Abraham Path from Ein Al Fawwar to Ein Qelt in the desert of Jericho The administration staged a hiking trip 

for the teachers. They took the bus in the early hours of the morning to Ein Al Fawwar, then they started the four-hour 

hiking trip on Abraham Path (Masar Ibrahim) in the desert of Jericho to Ein Qelt. From there, they took the bus to Deir 

Hijla (Hijla Convent) in Jericho to have breakfast and a short rest.

Abraham Path(Masar Ibrahim) is considered one of the important historical, touristic and religious sites in Bethlehem 

and Jericho governorate. Wadi Qelt is home to a unique variety of flora and fauna .It has several water springs and 

ancient aqueducts, and a very dramatic landscape. It also has special importance in the Palestinian ecological envi-

ronment.

Mr. Suhail Daibes, the school principal, said that the idea of this trip comes within the plan of the administration for 

this year which includes various activities for the teachers.

42 teachers with their spouses participated in this trip to enhance the family spirit and cooperation within the school 

family.
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A group of  american pilgrims vists the school
The school received an American group of pilgrims headed by two bishops on their second visit to the school. 

They were received by Fr. Aktham Hijazin, the Parish priest and Fr. Johny Bahbah, the Assistant Parish priest and 

Mr. Suhail Daibes, the school principal.

Fr. Aktham welcomed the group and presented an explanation about the difficulties of education in Palestine in gen-

eral and in Beit Jala in particular, especially due to the segregation wall and its negative effects on the educational 

process in Palestine, and also its effects on the parishioners and the town.

 Mr. Daibes presented an elaborate explanation about the school, its history its future perspective, and answered 

their questions about the school.

he group also visited the elementary school , toured its facilities and met with the students inside their classes. In a 

word delivered by one of the bishops on behalf of the group, he expressed the group’s admiration for the school and 

their pride for visiting the Holy Land. 

The kindergarteners 
celebrate  the annual Carnival
The kindergarteners celebrated the annual Car-

nival which is usually held at the beginning of 

lent. The celebration included various recrea-

tional activities and group games. The children 

wore costumes and participated in various 

group games. Then they were accompanied by 

their teachers to the playgrounds of the close 

by Seminary where they participated in various 

sport activities.
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A visit to Jemima Society 
 In a kind humanitarian gesture and within the extra-curricular   activities of the school , the class teacher of grade 8 

accompanied the students for a visit to Jemima Society for people with special needs in Beit Jala. The purpose of this 

visit was to enlighten the students about the services offered to the people with special needs.

 The students were received by one of the teachers who briefed them about the history of the society, the services it 

offers to people with special needs, its objectives and future outlook.

 Jemima Society cares for children and young people with special needs, especially those with complex mental dis-

abilities in the Holy Land. It has a day center for vocational training and teaching various special activities .   It also 

teaches the parents how to deal with their children with disabilities.

A football tournament o the 
occasion of mother’s day

On the  occasion of Mother›s Day,  the elemen-

tary school staged a football tournament for 

grades  four and five. Two  teams from the each 

class  participated in the tournament which end-

ed with the winning of grade five teams. Prizes, 

which comprised scents and  make up items 

for the mothers  were distributed to the winning 

teams.  Happy Mother›s Day to all the mothers.
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The ninth graders pay a visit to St. Nicholas Home for the Elderly
On Saturday, March18, St. Nicholas Home for the Elderly in Beit Jala hosted the students of grade nine, accompanied 

by the social worker Mrs.Hanan Kharoufeh to deliver a computerized lecture to the elderly residents about osteopo-

rosis, its causes, symptoms and preventive measures. This activity  comes  within the project of “The health of bones 

among the generations”

The students were welcomed by Ms Nabila  Dakkak, the director of the Palestinian Society for Protection Against 

Osteoporosis and Ms Noura Kurt, the director of Al Ata’ Society for the Services of the Elderly.  During the lecture, the 

students performed some physical exercises that prevent osteoporosis with the elderly.At the end of the lecture the 

residents expressed their pleasure and appreciation for this activity.

A visit to Talitha  Kumi environ-
mental centre

The science department staged a visit for students of grade 

eleven to the Environmental Educational Center of Talitha  

Kumi School . The students were briefed about bird ringing 

and monitoring station, and the number of migratory birds 

to Palestine. The supervisor of the center presented a de-

tailed explanation about the importance of such as center 

in Palestine which has become a global point for  monitor-

ing  migratory  birds to and from Palestine.

 The students also visited the Botanical Garden to become 

acquainted with native  and  non-native trees and with  the 

faunal and floral diversity of Palestine. They also visited 

the Natural Museum of the center. The supervisor pointed 

out to the importance of the birds migration and monitoring 

them since Palestine is considered an important location 

for migrating birds to and from Europe  and Africa through 

Palestine.
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